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SCOUTING
REPORT

CHICAGO
@ GR: March 23   •   @ CHI: April 1

n The Wolves stormed out of the gate this season with a franchise-record 7-0 start, a 
run that ended with a 4-1 loss to the Griffins at Van Andel Arena on Feb. 26. Through 
games of March 18, they sat atop the Central Division with a 10-2-0-1 mark, including 
three home wins over Grand Rapids.

n Although the Wolves’ primary affiliation is with the Carolina Hurricanes, four of their top five scorers through their 
first 13 games were Nashville Predators prospects who in normal times would be playing for the rival Milwaukee 
Admirals: Tanner Jeannot (5-8—13), Tommy Novak (3-10—13), Phil Tomasino (5-6—11) and Rem Pitlick (8-2—10).

n Rookie netminder Beck Warm boasted a 5-1 record, a 2.02 GAA and a .944 save percentage through his first six 
appearances this season.

CLEVELAND
@ CLE: March 20, April 3

n The Griffins posted series wins 
of 3-1 in Cleveland on Feb. 13 and 
2-1 in overtime in their home 
opener on Feb. 20. Pat Nagle 
earned both of those victories between the Griffins’  
pipes, sporting a 0.99 GAA and a .960 save percentage.

n The Monsters possess one of the few power plays in  
the AHL that is more potent than the Griffins’ unit. As  
of mid-March, Cleveland ranked first in the league at 
34.6% while Grand Rapids stood seventh at 23.9%  
and first on the road at 33.3%.

n Cleveland began surging after goalie Matiss  
Kivlenieks was assigned by the Columbus Blue Jackets in 
late February. He backstopped a three-game winning  
streak in which the Monsters dealt Chicago just its  
second regulation defeat of the season along with  
a shootout loss.

IOWA
@ GR: April 16, April 17   •   @ IA: March 26, March 27

n One year after finishing second in the Central Division with a 37-18-4-4 mark (.651), 
the Wild were trolling the bottom of the standings with a 3-7-2-0 record (.333) through 
their first 12 games. Four of those losses were by at least four goals, including 10-2 at 
Chicago on Feb. 20.

n Iowa ranks 26th in the AHL in scoring at only 2.50 goals per game but its greater issue is keeping pucks out of its own 
net. The Wild rank 27th of 28 teams in penalty killing at 73.6% while allowing 4.25 goals per game, by far the most on 
the circuit.

n One bright spot has been the play of rookie goalie Dereck Baribeau. The Minnesota Wild prospect started the 
campaign 3-1-1 with a 2.36 GAA and a .920 save percentage.

ROCKFORD
@ GR: April 10

n After going 3-7-2-3 in 15 visits to 
Rockford from 2017-20, Grand Rapids 
started 3-0 at the BMO Harris Bank Center 
this season. One of those wins was a 9-4 

blowout on March 3, marking the Griffins’ largest 
offensive output in more than five years.

n The Griffins have outscored Rockford 17-10 in 
the season series while holding a whopping 200-96 
advantage in shots. The IceHogs rank 28th (last) in 
the AHL in both shots per game (25.14) and shots 
allowed (36.21).

n Netminder Matt Tomkins made a career-high 42 
saves in the IceHogs’ 2-1 overtime win at Van Andel 
Arena on March 13, then trumped it three nights 
later by stopping 46 shots in another 2-1 overtime 
win at Grand Rapids. Dylan McLaughlin scored both 
game-winning goals.
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RILEY BARBER 
Forward 

6-0, 194 lbs. 
Born: 2/7/94 

Pittsburgh, Pa.

KEVIN BOYLE 
Goaltender 

6-1, 195 lbs. 
Born: 5/30/92 

Manalapan, N.J.

DENNIS CHOLOWSKI 
Defenseman 
6-1, 195 lbs. 

Born: 2/15/98 
Langley, B.C.

KYLE CRISCUOLO 
Forward 

5-9, 175 lbs. 
Born: 5/5/92 

Southamptom, N.J.

PATRICK CURRY 
Forward 

5-11, 187 lbs. 
Born: 1/9/96 

Schaumburg, Ill.

CHARLE-EDOUARD D’ASTOUS 
Defenseman 
6-2, 200 lbs. 

Born: 4/21/98 
Rimouski, Que.

TORY DELLO 
Defenseman 
6-0, 200 lbs. 

Born: 2/14/97 
Lakewood, Ill.

TURNER ELSON 
Forward 

6-0, 190 lbs. 
Born: 9/13/92 

Edmonton, Alta.

KADEN FULCHER 
Goaltender 

6-3, 182 lbs. 
Born: 9/23/98 
Brigden, Ont.

JOE HICKETTS 
Defenseman 
5-8, 175 lbs. 
Born: 5/4/96 

Kamloops, B.C.

TARO HIROSE 
Forward 

5-10, 162 lbs. 
Born: 6/30/96 
Calgary, Alta.

MAX HUMITZ 
Forward 

5-9, 175 lbs. 
Born: 7/8/95 
Livonia, Mich.

BRIAN LASHOFF 
Defenseman 
6-3, 215 lbs. 

Born: 7/16/90 
Albany, N.Y.

GUSTAV LINDSTROM 
Defenseman 
6-2, 187 lbs. 

Born: 10/20/98 
Ostervala, Sweden

TROY LOGGINS 
Forward 

5-10, 170 lbs. 
Born: 7/21/95 

Huntington Beach, Calif.

JARID LUKOSEVICIUS 
Forward 

5-10, 191 lbs. 
Born: 2/5/95 

Squamish, B.C.

GREGOR MacLEOD 
Forward 

6-0, 182 lbs. 
Born: 6/7/98 

Dartmouth, N.S.

DYLAN McILRATH 
Defenseman 
6-4, 235 lbs. 

Born: 4/20/92 
Winnipeg, Man.

PAT NAGLE 
Goaltender 

6-2, 200 lbs. 
Born: 9/21/87 

Rochester, Mich.

CHASE PEARSON 
Forward 

6-3, 205 lbs. 
Born: 8/23/97 
Alpharetta, Ga.

CALVIN PICKARD 
Goaltender 

6-1, 210 lbs. 
Born: 4/15/92 
Moncton, N.B. 

MICHAEL RASMUSSEN 
Forward 

6-6, 203 lbs. 
Born: 4/17/99 
Surrey, B.C.

DONOVAN SEBRANGO 
Defenseman 
6-1, 190 lbs. 

Born: 1/12/02 
Ottawa, Ont.

DOMINIK SHINE 
Forward 

5-11, 180 lbs. 
Born: 4/18/93 
Detroit, Mich.

GIVANI SMITH 
Forward 

6-2, 210 lbs. 
Born: 4/15/92 
Moncton, N.B. 

TYLER SPEZIA 
Forward 

5-10, 175 lbs. 
Born: 2/27/98 

Toronto, Ontario

EVGENY SVECHNIKOV 
Forward 

6-3, 205 lbs. 
Born: 10/31/96 

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russia

DOMINIC TURGEON 
Forward 

6-2, 203 lbs. 
Born: 2/25/96 

Pointe-Claire, Que.

RYAN MARTIN 
GENERAL MANAGER

 BEN SIMON 
HEAD COACH

MATT MACDONALD 
ASST. COACH

TODD KRYGIER 
ASST. COACH

MIKE KNUBLE 
ASST. COACH

BRIAN MAHONEY-WILSON
GOALTENDING  

DEVELOPMENT COACH

 JOSH CHAPMAN 
ATHLETIC TRAINER

ANTHONY POLAZZO
ASST. ATHLETIC 

TRAINER

BRAD THOMPSON
EQUIPMENT 

MANAGER

CHARLIE KASER
ASST. EQUIPMENT 

MGR.

MARCUS KINNEY
STRENGTH/COND.
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2020-21 GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS

15

8

33

36

14

44

2

10

51

17

52

45

21

16

18

35 22

20

5

31

11

GRIFFINS HOCKEY OPERATIONS STAFF

INTRODUCING YOUR

A

55 6527 32 37 23

A

A

CA

31



5

Story by Mark Newman

Dennis 
Cholowski 
is making 
significant 
strides as a  
top prospect 
for the  
Red Wings.
 
“Take nothing on looks; take everything  
on evidence. There’s no better rule.”
 –Charles Dickens, Great Expectations
 
As a first-round draft pick of the  
Detroit Red Wings, defenseman 
Dennis Cholowski has learned what it 
means to live with expectations. Three 
years into his professional career, he 
has found serenity in the silence of an 
invisible crowd.
 
He knows there will always be 
cynics who will find satisfaction in 
squabbling about his supposed 
shortcomings, but they might as well 
be whistling in the wind.
 
“You’ve got to block it out and do your 
best to control what you can control. 
And what you can control is the way 
you play,” says Cholowski, who is in 

Grand Rapids again after playing 88 
games with the Red Wings over the 
past two seasons.
 
The fact is Cholowski, at age 23, is 
enjoying his time with the Griffins. 
Pandemics and quarantines aside, 
he is embracing the experience 
as a way to bolster his continuing 
development.
 
Hockey is fun again, like it had been 
when he was growing up in Langley, 
British Columbia, not far from Vancouver.
 
Following in the footsteps of his 
older brother, Fred, he remembers 
the exhilarating emotions he felt 
whenever he put on his skates. His 
brother was 2-1/2 years older, and he 
always did his best to keep pace.
 
“I always loved skating,” he said. “I 
loved skating fast, that feeling of the 
wind across your face. When you’re 
a kid, you don’t think about the little 
things in hockey, doing this or doing 
that. You just want to shoot the puck 
and skate. That’s what I loved.”
 
From the start, Cholowski wanted to 
play defense.
 
“We were always good backward 
skaters and my older brother was 
a defenseman, so I just followed 
whatever he did,” he said. “When 
you’re young, it’s always about beating 

someone 1-on-1 or toe-dragging 
somebody, and I was good at stopping 
people, so I just stuck with it.”
 
Although John and Natalie Cholowski 
had never played hockey themselves, 
the couple supported their boys’ love 
of the sport, which included taking 
turns to attend NHL games to watch 
the Canucks.
 
“As long as I can remember, my dad 
had season tickets to the Canucks 
and I always loved going to the 
games,” Cholowski said. “Obviously, 
we had the Sedin twins, who were 
probably among my favorite players. 
And I remember watching the line of 
Brendan Morrison, Markus Naslund 
and Todd Bertuzzi, which they called 
the West Coast Express. We saw some 
wild games with them together.”
 
“We had that big (Stanley) Cup run in 
2011 and we were watching the whole 
way, so that was pretty cool, too. We 
were always there for fun, but my dad 
would say, ‘Watch this guy’ or ‘Watch 
that guy.’ I was like only 10 years old, 
so it probably didn’t matter that much, 
but I would watch all the same.
 
“A lot of good defensemen came 
through Vancouver [with visiting 
teams]. Scott Niedermayer was 
probably my favorite defenseman. 
I liked the way he skated. He was so 
smooth. And of course, there was 

Nick Lidstrom, probably one of the 
smartest players I’ve ever seen. He 
skated really well, was super efficient, 
and had a great stick.”
 
By his teen years, it was becoming 
evident that Cholowski could have 
elite talent. At age 15, he attended the 
Yale Hockey Academy, a prep program 
dedicated to developing the finest 
student-athletes.
 
“That was a good year,” he recalled. 
“Our high school was connected to 
the rink, so we would go to class and 
then end up at the rink and practice 
almost every day, which was good 
for my development. When you’re 
that age, it’s all about developing 
your skills and they did a really good 
job at that.”
 
After a year at the academy, Cholowski 
“graduated” to the British Columbia 
Hockey League, where he played with 
the Chilliwack Chiefs for two seasons 
at the Junior A level. He refers to the 
time as his “growing up years.”
 
“I was probably 5-foot-7 or 5-8 when 
I started in Chilliwack,” he said. “By 
the end of my second year, I was 6-1, 
so that was my big growth spurt. I 
know some guys say it can hurt your 
skating, but it never really affected 
me. My second year there was my 
draft year, which was both hectic 
and exciting.”

POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT
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 It was during his second season 
in Chilliwack that Cholowski 
significantly strengthened his status 
for the draft. He gained notice for his 
performance at the World Junior A 
Challenge where he helped Canada 
West win all four of its games against 
Russia, Canada East, the U.S., and the 
Czech Republic.
 
“I had a really good tournament, 
which gave me confidence,” he said, 
noting that being measured against 
some of the better players his age 
was essential for someone who was 
a late-bloomer.
 
He returned to Chilliwack to have 
a strong second half, including 
registering 15 points in 20 playoff 
games. But the draft, he insists, was 
never his focus.
 
“You can’t think about it. If you do, 
you’ll just end up worrying about 
it,” he said. “When I came into the 
second year, I didn’t think I was 
going to be on anyone’s radar. The 
first time I was exposed to it was 
when the Central Scouting Bureau 
came out with their list. When I saw 
that I was ranked, I thought it was 
cool.”
 
By the time of the 2016 NHL Entry 
Draft in Buffalo, Cholowski knew that 
there was a good possibility that he 
might be a first-round pick. When 
the Red Wings selected him at No. 
20, he was thrilled.

 “It was the coolest thing ever,” he 
said. “I remember walking down 
to the stage and being so nervous 
that my knees were shaking when 
I shook Gary Bettman’s hand and 
everything. It’s every young hockey 
player’s dream to get drafted, 
especially by the Red Wings because 
it’s such a storied franchise.
 
“The Red Wings were my brother’s 
favorite team growing up. We used 
to play the NHL 11 and NHL 12 video 
games all the time and he would be 
the Red Wings every time. He loved all 
the players there, probably ever since 
they won the Cup in 2008, so for me 
to get drafted by the Red Wings was 
just the coolest thing ever. He was so 
excited. It was like, ‘That’s my team!’”
 
Intrigued by his 6-foot-1 frame, 
skating skill and puck-moving ability, 
Detroit knew that Cholowski still had 
room to grow, so the organization 
blessed his decision to attend St. 
Cloud State the following season.
 
“I had looked at other schools, 
but I got to watch a game when 
I visited St. Cloud,” he said. “They 
were playing Minnesota, so it was a 
packed crowd and they ended up 
winning the game. At the time, they 
had a really, really good team with 
a lot of good players. I based my 
decision off that experience.”
 
It was almost a given that he was 
going to pursue the college route. 

His father is an engineer; his mother 
is a lab technician at Dairyland, one of 
the top regional brands in Canada.

 “Everybody in my family has gone to 
college,” Cholowski said. “My parents 
always stressed education, so that was 
a big part of it, for sure. I had to be a 
good student, even if I didn’t want to 
be. We had to have good grades.”
 
Attending St. Cloud was an 
adjustment. “It was a learning year, 
playing against older guys, but I still 
had fun,” he admitted, suggesting 
that he still felt that he had a “pretty 
good” season.
 
Maybe the best thing that came 
out of the year at St. Cloud was that 
it was where he met his girlfriend, 
Brooke Kudirka, who was playing 
for the women’s ice hockey team 
there. She has been his confidante 
ever since.
 
“She’s really involved – 100 percent,” 
he said. “She’s watching my shifts 
with me after games and she’s 
telling me this, telling me that. She’s 
played hockey her whole life, so she 
knows what’s going on. She’s still 
super involved and she loves it.”
 
One year into his collegiate career, 
Cholowski decided to leave school.
 
“The original plan was to go back  
for another season of college 
hockey, but then I got a call from 

the Wings and they said, ‘Hey, think 
about moving to the WHL. We want 
you to play more hockey. You’ll 
develop more because you’ll be on 
the ice more often and get more 
games in.’

Detroit sweetened the deal by 
offering a contract to the young 
defenseman. Even so, he knew he 
had to talk to his parents before he 
could make such a major decision.
 
“Obviously, I was leaving school and 
they wanted me to be in school,” he 
said. “At the end of the day, they told 
me to follow my dream. ‘This is what 
you wanted to do.’ So they were 100 
percent supportive.”
 
A season in junior hockey would 
mean that Cholowski could play 
nearly twice as many games as he 
would in college.
 
“(Playing junior hockey) is as close 
to a pro hockey schedule as you can 
get,” he said. “You play a lot more 
games, so I think it definitely helped 
to play three or four times a week 
instead of just weekends.”
 
Cholowski split the 2017-18 season 
between the Prince George Cougars 
and the Portland Winterhawks in the 
Western Hockey League. He tallied 
13 goals and 26 assists in 37 games 
with the Cougars, then added one 
goal and 26 assists in 32 games with 
the Winterhawks.

Cholowski was 
the 20th overall 
pick in the 2016 
NHL Entry Draft.
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 “We had a lot of good, young  
players in Prince George, but we could 
never really bring it all together,” he 
said. “Halfway through the season, I 
got traded to Portland and that team 
had a lot of talent, so it was a lot of fun 
playing with those guys.”

In the playoffs with Portland, he 
netted five goals and added two 
assists in 12 games. It was becoming 
increasingly evident that he was 
getting ready to take the next step, 
and he made his pro debut by 
getting in one playoff game with 
the Griffins. He came out of the 
following summer with the notion 
that he might have a realistic chance 
of making the depleted Red Wings 
team out of training camp.
 
“In my head, I didn’t know,” he said. 
“I felt I had to go out, just play my 
game and do my best. I needed 
to play with confidence. That’s the 
biggest thing. You’ve got to have 
confidence when you’re out there.”
 
Cholowski was over the moon when 
he learned he had made the team 
and would be making his NHL debut 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets 
in Little Caesars Arena, joining 
fellow rookies Michael Rasmussen 
and Christoffer Ehn.
 
The Red Wings helped Cholowski 
mark the special occasion by flying 
in his whole family, including his 

girlfriend and his aunt, Carrie Light, 
a personal trainer who had helped 
him with his workouts during his 
formative years.
 
“That whole day was cool, right from 
the morning skate because I had my 
whole family there, watching,” he 
said. “I had played exhibition games 
before, but going out for the first 
real game was pretty cool. It was a 
night I will never forget.”
 
That Cholowski scored his first NHL 
goal at the 7:46 mark of the second 
period made the night even better. 
The moment will be forever etched 
in his memory.
 
“We had won a battle in the corner 
and I snuck into the middle of the ice 
and nobody saw me,” he said. “(Dylan) 
Larkin got the puck on his backhand 
and I just drifted into the slot and he 
threw me a nice backhand pass.
 
“As the pass was coming to me, I 
remember thinking, ‘Holy crap, this 
is my first game and I have a chance 
like this, I better not miss!’ I just 
whacked at it and luckily it went in. 
It was pretty cool.
 
“After scoring my first goal, honestly 
the rest of the game was a blur.”
 
If there is any doubt, there is a  
video clip on YouTube that captures 
the moment. 

 “Whoa, what a bullet wrist shot  
by the kid!” declares Red Wings  
TV color analyst Mickey Redmond. 
“Wow! He never handled the puck.  
It was off his stick as quick as it got 
on his tape. . . Bang! He popped  
that baby into the back of the net 
like nobody’s business. . . a bang-
bang play. That’s what Cholowski 
can bring!”
 
Cholowski continued to show his hot 
hand into the early portion of the 
2018-19 schedule. He notched two 
goals and three assists in his first six 
games, matching the five points that 
Lidstrom recorded at  
the start of his career.
 
Not surprisingly, his play began to 
level off as the season wore on.
 
“Playing a lot of games against more 
experienced guys, it was a learning 
experience, that’s for sure,” he said. 
“Just being around it every day, 
getting used to the grind of pro 
hockey, was fun to learn as well.”
 
It was a heady experience for a 
20-year-old kid.
 
“There were definitely moments 
during my first year where I was 
coming off the bench and the  
other team is changing and I saw 
Patrick Kane hopping on the ice or 
Crosby or Ovechkin or somebody 
like that. You might think about it 

for a brief second, but you just try 
to play.”
 
Knowing that he was not far from the 
scrawny kid on the St. Cloud campus, 
Cholowski decided to stay in Detroit 
during the offseason, staying 
there so he could train with Barwis 
Methods every summer. “I feel bigger 
and stronger now,” he said. “Going 
there has helped me a lot.”
 
Cholowski might have fallen victim 
to the dreaded sophomore slump 
last season as statistics suggest he 
may have struggled. “I never really 
felt that way,” he said. “I went into 
camp with the same attitude that I 
had the year before. I felt fine. In fact, 
I felt good.
 
“As the season went on, I started 
worrying about what everybody 
was saying. I was trying to live up to 
expectations too much and when you 
think about it too much, you get in 
your head and everything crumbles 
from there. You lose confidence.”
 
He ended up splitting the 2019-20 
season between Detroit and Grand 
Rapids. In 36 games with the Red 
Wings, Cholowski registered two 
goals and six assists. He played 30 
games with the Griffins, scoring three 
goals and adding 10 assists.
 
Coming into 2020-21 and a 
season that was truncated by the 

Cholowski 
recorded eight 

points in his 
first eight 

games with  
the Griffins  

this season.
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ongoing pandemic, Cholowski was 
determined to be more assertive. He 
was convinced that he would make a 
positive impression.
 
Assigned to Grand Rapids from the 
start of the AHL campaign, he has 
shined with eight points (three goals, 
five assists) in the Griffins’ first eight 
games to rank among the AHL’s 
top-scoring defensemen. He appears 
stronger than ever.
 
“I feel confident and I think that’s  
the biggest thing,” he said. “I’m  
trying to play with confidence 
everywhere – in the d-zone, in the 
o-zone – and I’m jumping into the 
play when possible. Mentally, I’m 
blocking everything else out and  
just playing.”
 
He is doing his best to learn from 
veteran teammates like Brian Lashoff, 
Dylan McIlrath and Joe Hicketts.
 
“You’re always trying to learn 
from those guys,” he said. “They’ve 
been around forever, so they’ve 
seen everything. I’m talking to the 
veterans a lot, learning their little 
tricks on the ice.
 
“It might be talking to Lashoff about 
going into a battle in the corner and 
how to control an opponent with 
your stick on his hips. You’re always 
trying to learn from those guys on 
the d-side.”

The Griffins coaching staff has helped 
guide his development, providing 
suggestions for improvement as well 
as offering words of encouragement.
 
“I’m watching video after every 
game,” he said. “I’m seeing clips in 
terms of what was good or what 
needs more work, whether it’s 
having a better gap or being in a 
certain position in the d-zone. I’m 
watching video all the time.”
 
Cholowski wants to be a trusted 
defenseman in all situations. He 
knows that he needs to balance his 
offensive instincts with his defensive 
responsibilities. He wants to prove 
that he can be a shutdown defender 
just as much as he can quarterback 
the power play.
 
“I’ve started to figure it out over the 
last three years,” he said. “I think this 
year it’s all coming together as far as 
balancing it out – being responsible 
on the defensive side while keeping 
up my offense.
 
“I want to make sure that I win  
my battles and make myself hard  
to play against defensively and,  
so far, I think I’ve done a good job  
of it. At the same time, when I get  
the puck, I want to have the 
confidence to make the right play 
and be up in the rush, too. It’s all 
about sticking with it mentally and 
staying positive.”

Although he obviously would prefer 
to be playing with the Red Wings 
right now, Cholowski is making the 
most of his time in Grand Rapids. 
It helps that the Griffins have been 
playing well as a team.
 
“It’s always fun to win,” he said. 
“Everybody wants to win. When  
you have a game as we did in 
Rockford (which the Griffins won  
9-4 on March 3), that’s good for 
morale. It’s nice to be around a 
winning dressing room. Everybody  
is happy when you’re winning. It 
makes everything more fun.”
 
Cholowski is doing his best 
to contribute to the positive 
atmosphere. He shows up every day 
at Van Andel Arena in a different pair 
of sneakers, choosing one from his 
collection of footwear that is quickly 
approaching triple digits.
 
“It’s something that started my first 
year pro,” he said. “My girlfriend 
introduced me to Yeezys, which is the 
Kanye West shoe, and it just took off 
from there. I started reading about 
the history of Jordans and then really 
got into it. I was always into sneakers, 
but nothing like now.”
 
His stockpile of sneakers even 
includes a pair of custom-made 
sneakers featuring the likenesses of 
Larry Bird and Magic Johnson, a gift 
from his girlfriend. “I’m not a huge 

basketball fan, but I like their whole 
story,” he said. “I’ve watched all the 
documentaries, plus I have a book 
that I’ve probably read four times.”
 
When it comes to fashion, Cholowski 
is not afraid to show his true colors. 
“Your shoes are 95 percent of your 
outfit – it’s the first thing people look 
at,” he said. “I’ve got to keep everyone 
guessing, so I usually try to wear 
something new.”
 
And if people talk behind his back, 
he is not listening. As far as he is 
concerned, negative comments 
about his choices, whether on the  
ice or off, are pure white noise.
 
Simply put, he’s happy to be  
playing again.
 
“I think everyone in hockey 
has a greater appreciation for 
this opportunity,” he said. “The 
quarantine was a weird time for 
everyone, and we were all coping 
with it in different ways. Now that 
we’re back, it’s a relief to be able to 
play games again.
 
“For me specifically, the biggest 
takeaway from last year was the 
importance of staying with it 
mentally, staying positive, and  
always playing with confidence.  
At the end of the day, you’re just 
going out and playing and  
having fun.”

Cholowski scored his 
first NHL goal in his 
NHL debut at Little 
Caesars Arena.
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TWENTY-SEVEN 
CURRENT AND 
FORMER GRIFFINS 
HAVE SEEN ACTION 
WITH A DOZEN 
NHL TEAMS THIS 
SEASON.  
(AS OF MARCH 16, 2021)

CLICK ON EACH  
PLAYER’S PHOTO 

TO SEE HIS 
CURRENT STATS 

AND BIO AT  
NHL.COM.

LUKE GLENDENING 
DETROIT 
2012-14

DYLAN LARKIN 
DETROIT 
2014-15

CALLE JARNKROK 
NASHVILLE 
2012-14

NICK JENSEN 
WASHINGTON 

2013-17

DARREN HELM 
DETROIT 

2007-09;13-14

TARO HIROSE 
DETROIT 
2019-21

FILIP HRONEK 
DETROIT 
2016-19

MATTIAS JANMARK 
CHICAGO 
2013-14

BRENDAN SMITH 
NY RANGERS 

2010-13

EVGENY SVECHNIKOV 
DETROIT 

2015-18;19-21

GIVANI SMITH 
DETROIT 

2016-17;18-21

FILIP ZADINA 
DETROIT 
2018-20

JASON SPEZZA 
TORONTO 
2001-02

TOMAS TATAR 
MONTREAL 
2009-13

ANDREAS ATHANASIOU 
LOS ANGELES 

2013-16

TYLER BERTUZZI 
DETROIT 
2014-18

DANNY DeKEYSER 
DETROIT 
2012-13

VALTTERI FILPPULA 
DETROIT 
2005-07

MADISON BOWEY 
CHICAGO 
2019-20

MARTIN FRK 
LOS ANGELES 

2013-17;18-19

ANTHONY MANTHA 
DETROIT 
2014-17

PETR MRAZEK 
CAROLINA 
2012-15

CALVIN PICKARD 
DETROIT 
2019-21

MICHAEL RASMUSSEN 
DETROIT 
2018-21

TOMAS NOSEK 
VEGAS 

2014-17

DAN RENOUF 
COLORADO 
2015-18

RILEY SHEAHAN 
BUFFALO 
2011-14
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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations and independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

For over 81 years, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan has provided communities across Michigan 
the support they need to lead healthy lives. From free resources that make it easier to make  
good diet and exercise decisions to programs that address health and health care disparities  
impacting vulnerable populations, we’re here for the health and wellness of everyone in Michigan.  

Learn more at HereForItAll.com.

Confidence comes with every card.®

When it comes to the  
health of Michigan, 
we’re herehere for it all.

W003481
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Story by  

Mark Newman
 
 

AFTER NEARLY A DECADE SPENT 
BOUNCING AROUND THE ECHL, 
PAT NAGLE IS FINALLY GETTING 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE 
THAT HE CAN PLAY IN THE 
AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE.

The Time 
of His 
Life

Time.
 
It’s one thing that goaltenders 
wish they could buy. Time to 
anticipate. Time to move from 
post to post. Time to see the 
puck. Time to cover rebounds. 
Time to just react.
 
Time, for a goalie, is not measured 
in minutes or seconds or even 
milliseconds. Often it’s not even 
the blink of an eye. It’s something 
almost immeasurable and yet 
something very real. Even the 
slightest moment can spell the 
difference between another save 
and the puck suddenly appearing 
in the back of the net.
 
At an age when some goaltenders 
are beginning to contemplate the 
onrush of retirement, Pat Nagle is 
finding that time is finally on his 
side. Which might seem strange 
for someone on the wrong side of 
30, but not for someone who has 
dedicated his time to improving 
every aspect of his play.
 
For the 33-year-old Nagle, 
time has become a measure of 
experience. All those years spent 
in the ECHL, one level below 
the AHL, equal something not 
easily measured. Every period, 
every game, every season has 
contributed to his success.
 
It’s been a long journey since 
the day he started learning 
to skate on Watkins Lake 
in Waterford Township. His 
recent achievements affirm his 
neighborhood kismet, a nod to 
the notion that good fortune was 
smiling about his future when he 
grew up next door to Paul Woods, 
the former Detroit forward who 
has been the color analyst for 
Red Wings’ radio broadcasts since 
1987, the year Nagle was born.
 
“His son Blake is only a year older 
than me, so we’ve been good 
buddies our whole lives,” Nagle 
said. “We got to play together 
and have fun, so it was a good 
way to start and get going. I was 
fortunate to see some Red Wings 
games when I was younger, so 
it was fun seeing all the other 
teams come into Joe Louis Arena.”
 
Curiously, his favorite player was 
Patrick Roy and not Chris Osgood, 

Dominik Hasek or any of the 
other great goalies he saw play 
for the Red Wings when he was 
young. “Honestly, it was probably 
his first name,” Nagle chuckles. “I 
was little and he was successful, 
so I’m sure I just ran with it at the 
time. I also remember watching 
guys like John Vanbiesbrouck 
and Martin Brodeur, which later 
transformed into guys like Carey 
Price and Marc-Andre Fleury, 
younger players who were 
playing a little different style.”
 
Nagle has aspired to be a 
goaltender since he was 
somewhere around the age of 
eight or nine. “It’s one of those 
decisions where you look back 
and you think, ‘What was I 
thinking?’ But here we are. It’s 
going to be a little tough to 
change now.”
 
He also played baseball when he 
was younger, so he thinks that 
may have something to do with 
his career choice. “I played a lot of 
catcher, so I think it might have 
been that it was a similar thing. 
It’s fun to wear a mask and all that 
gear, plus the position keeps you 
involved in the game.”
 
His dad helped coach while he 
was growing up, so Nagle jokes 
that playing goalie might have 
been a little bit of an escape. “My 
dad did a great job of getting us 
out there, running practices, and 
helping out during games when 
we were younger,” he said of his 
father, Lyle, a defenseman at 
Ferris State in the 1970s.
 
“I always gave him a hard time 
that he liked to get on guys and 
keep pushing them and if I was 
in goal, he knew nothing about 
it and I was too far away, so he 
would have to just let me do my 
own thing. In truth, both of my 
parents were good about letting 
me play and try different sports.
 
“I tried football, basketball and 
soccer, but baseball and hockey 
were the two sports that stuck 
with me. I even talked to some 
schools about baseball before I 
ultimately chose hockey.”
 
Nagle excelled as a goaltender 
even in his youth. He played 
AAA hockey for Belle Tire and 
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Compuware, winning state titles 
in Michigan before heading off 
to St. Louis, where he won a 
North American Hockey League 
championship with the Bandits, 
who were under the nascent 
leadership of Jon Cooper, the future 
Stanley Cup-winning coach of the 
Tampa Bay Lightning.
 
“Growing up in the Detroit area,  
I was used to being busy, playing  
in tournaments in places like 
Chicago and Toronto, but moving 
was a big change,” he said. “All of 
a sudden, I was living with a billet 
family, but I enjoyed the whole 
experience, from playing with a 
good group of guys to a good 
coaching staff to good owners  
like (ex-NHLer) Kelly Chase who 
looked after us.”
 
“It was the first year for the team 
in St. Louis, but everything came 
together,” he said. “Jon Cooper 
was probably different from most 
coaches I had up to that point. 
Where other coaches might yell  
and be hard on you, he was more 
of a players’ coach. He’d get to 
know you and work with guys. He 
definitely would still push and be 
demanding, but he would pick and 
choose the ways he would do it. 
How he did it was different for each 
player. I think that was one of his 
big strengths.”
 

When it came time to choose 
a college, Nagle was focused 
primarily on the Midwest. “I visited 
Western Michigan and Miami 
of Ohio, and I spoke to some 
other schools as well. Of course, 
I thought, ‘I don’t want to go to 
Ferris State because that’s where 
my dad went,’ but Ferris caught my 
eye because of the opportunity to 
get games as a freshman. At some 
of the bigger schools, I might not 
see the ice until my sophomore or 
junior season.”
 
Nagle recognized the importance 
of playing time. The more he could 
play, the better he might become. 
He saw action in 16 games as a 
freshman under the tutelage of 
the legendary Bob Daniels, who is 
now in his 29th season behind the 
Bulldogs’ bench.
 
“I think the biggest thing is  
finding consistency,” Nagle said.  
“I don’t think that’s something  
that necessarily ever changes 
with the position. Whether you’re 
playing at the college level or in  
the pros, you need to bring your  
‘A’ game night in and night out.  
The guys who end up playing 10-15 
years in the NHL do that. Other 
guys have a good season and the 
next year you wonder  
what happened.”

Nagle had solid four years at Ferris 
State, posting standout numbers, 
especially during his junior and 
senior seasons. In 2009-10, he went 
12-10-3 with a 2.13 goals-against 
average and .923 save percentage. 
During his final year in Big Rapids, 
he became a Hobey Baker finalist, 
recording an 18-14-5 slate with a 
2.02 goals-against average and .923 
save percentage.
 
Even so, he admits that there 
was a maturation process to the 
mental side of his play. “I think it’s 
something I had to work on,” he 
said. “As a young guy when you’re 
playing goalie, you can get lit up 
and you think, ‘OK, what do I do 
now?’ You can find yourself in 
trouble and kind of swimming and 
you’ve got to get your feet planted 
again.
 
“It’s the same thing in baseball if 
you’re pitching. When you have a 
bad inning, you’ve got to go back 
out there for the second inning and 
know that if you can keep pitching, 
your team can get you some runs 
on the board and get you back in 
the game. It’s no different in hockey.
 
“There have been times in my 
career where I felt like I was 
struggling or just didn’t have it 
that night and you have to keep 
working. There are nights when the 
puck looks like a beach ball and 

other nights it looks like a golf ball. 
That’s part of being a goalie and 
you learn to fight through that. It’s 
easier said than done, but as you 
get older and log more minutes in 
net, you develop the confidence to 
make the plays and you build off 
of that.”
 
In retrospect, Nagle views his 
collegiate years as fundamental to 
his development as a goalie.
 
“At the time, Ferris was in the 
CCHA and so when we faced the 
top teams in the league, we were 
usually underdogs, which meant 
that I got peppered with shots 
and that was awesome. I definitely 
had some tough nights and I got 
yanked my fair share of times, but 
I was also able to get some quality 
wins against some good teams.”
 
Nagle appeared in 37 of the 
Bulldogs’ 39 games during his 
senior year. “Once you get on a roll, 
get that confidence, and get guys 
believing, it makes a big difference 
when you show up every night. 
And when you have a confident 
goalie, you can see it. Pucks are 
sticking to you, you make the hard 
saves look easy.”
 
Following college hockey, Nagle 
signed a two-year contract with 
the Tampa Bay Lightning as an 
undrafted free agent.

The former Ferris 
State star began 

his pro career 
in the Tampa 

Bay Lightning 
organization.



15



16

 
“When you come out of college, 
you’re naïve and you think, ‘This 
is awesome. I’m going to the NHL.’ 
And then you realize there are 10 
other goalies in the system and half 
of them might be ahead of you at 
the time, whether they’re younger, 
older, bigger, better, or whatever 
the case may be.
 
“You don’t necessarily realize what 
you’re competing against. ‘Hey, 
I was good in college.’ Well, that 
guy was good in Europe. That guy 
was good in the minors last year. 
Another guy was good in college. 
The pyramid gets smaller, the 
higher you go.”
 
Nagle started his pro career with 
the ECHL’s Florida Everblades.
 
“For me, it was a good wake-up 
call,” he said. “It took me a couple 
of years to get used to the pro 
style. I learned how you had to 
show up night in and night out. 
Not knowing, I probably didn’t give 
them my best right off the bat.”
 
Nagle posted a respectable record 
of 34-23-6 during his first two 
seasons. He saw action in two AHL 
games with the Syracuse Crunch, 
but the Lightning organization, 
under the direction of then-general 
manager Steve Yzerman, decided 
not to renew his contract.

 
“I was a gamer in college, but I don’t 
think it translated to the pros,” he 
said. “It’s a different game and the 
quality of shooters and the quality 
of chances you see just ramps up. 
I needed to improve my practice 
habits and the little things that can 
transform your play.”
 
The following year Nagle played for 
the ECHL’s Idaho Steelheads. During 
the 2013-14 season, he appeared 
in 43 games and helped the team 
secure a playoff berth with a 23-14-
4 record, 2.73 goals-against average 
and .918 save percentage.
 
He moved to Fort Wayne in 2014-
15, the first of three seasons with 
the Komets. He also appeared in 
five AHL games, playing a pair 
for the Rochester Americans and 
Griffins, along with a single game 
for the Utica Comets. Like other 
ECHL goaltenders, Nagle was trying 
to make an impression wherever 
he could.
 
“It took a lot longer to prove myself 
than I would have liked,” he admits. 
“When you’re given an opportunity, 
you want to take advantage and 
I didn’t necessarily do that. It’s a 
matter of playing well wherever  
you are and not looking at  
anything else.
 

“When you’re younger, it’s easy to 
look at the transactions. You want 
to look at where other people 
are going, but every situation is 
completely different. One team 
might have made a trade and 
another team might have had an 
injury. You just need to focus on 
being the best goalie wherever  
you happen to be playing at  
that moment.”
 
When Nagle got the chance to sign 
with the Red Wings organization 
after his third season in Fort Wayne, 
he jumped at the opportunity. It 
was a chance at redemption after 
being reunited with Yzerman, who 
was interested in giving Nagle 
another look.
 
“I think I was in shock during my 
first NHL camp,” he said. “I think I 
was just enjoying the moment. Now 
I’m in a different place. I’ve learned 
what it takes to prepare and how to 
continue to grow your game. Every 
game, every season helps you.”
 
After several seasons in the ECHL, 
Nagle felt he was at a career 
crossroads. “It was the year when 
I realized I better get going or I 
might be out of hockey,” he said. “It 
was time to look in the mirror and 
put on the work boots and  
get going.”
 

He sought the aid of the Legace 
Hockey Academy, where former 
NHL goaltender Manny Legace 
and goalie coach A.J. Walczak had 
successfully developed and worked 
with goalies of all ages, including 
Vezina Trophy winner Sergei 
Bobrovsky and Stanley Cup winner 
Andrei Vasilevskiy.
 
“Those guys revamped my game 
and gave me some new life,” he 
said. “I really enjoyed skating with 
Manny during the summers. He has 
a different demeanor about him. 
He’s intense – he wants you to work 
hard – but he’s very bubbly and 
likes to have fun. It’s a lot easier to 
work hard when you’re having fun.”
 
The decision to seek help paid 
immediate dividends. In 50 games 
with the Toledo Walleye during the 
2017-18 season, Nagle posted a 
remarkable record of 37-6-4 with 
a 2.23 goals-against average and a 
career-best .924 save percentage.
 
“I think the biggest thing was 
confidence,” he said. “It certainly 
helps to have a great group playing 
in front of you and, along with a 
good coaching staff, we just built 
off every win. It was one of those 
years where I was fortunate to be in 
a zone most nights.”

Nagle’s best year was 
the 2017-18 ECHL 
season when he 
posted a 37-6-4 record 
with Toledo.
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The following season, the Walleye 
managed to reach the Kelly 
Cup Finals. Although Toledo 
fell just short of capturing the 
ECHL championship, the team’s 
success did provide Nagle with 
the opportunity to throw out the 
first pitch at the home opener of 
the Toledo Mud Hens, the Triple-A 
affiliate of the Detroit Tigers.
 
More significantly, his success in 
Toledo provided proof that the 
belief of the Red Wings’ front office 
in his abilities was not misplaced.
 
The situation has been mutually 
beneficial. Nagle feels that he 
has continued to refine his play 
under the guidance of Red Wings 
goaltending coach Jeff Salajko and 
Griffins goaltending development 
coach Brian Mahoney-Wilson.
 
“Working with Sal and Beemer here 
has been great,” he said. “During the 
last four or five years, their coaching 
has been very beneficial. They 
know my game and what needs to 
improve. They’ve helped push me 
during the summer in Detroit as 
well as in Toledo and Grand Rapids.”
 
Last season was a breakthrough 
of sorts for Nagle, who spent the 
majority of the season in the AHL. 
He appeared in 20 games, posting 
a 9-8-1 record with a 2.32 goals-

against average and .920 save 
percentage. He won four straight 
starts in mid-February before the 
coronavirus shut down the AHL 
season in early March.
 
“He’s done a great job for us,” said 
Griffins head coach Ben Simon. 
“When you talk about perseverance 
and dedication, he’s shown a 
tremendous belief in himself. He’s 
found his identity in the belief that 
he’s not going to be denied. He 
works hard, he’s been around a long 
time, and he’s paid his dues. He’s 
a pro.”
 
Griffins captain Brian Lashoff said 
his teammates look at Nagle as a 
calming force.
 
“Nags has been a warrior for a 
number of years,” Lashoff said. “He 
has a sense of calmness about him, 
both on and off the ice. He keeps us 
in games and he deserves the wins 
that he’s getting because he puts 
us in a position to win almost every 
night. And I can’t say enough about 
him as a person. He’s a great guy 
to have in the locker room. We’re 
excited to have him.” 
 
And yet Nagle knows there are  
no guarantees. “There is not a lot  
of safety in thinking you have a 
spot,” he said. “I’m just trying to 
enjoy the moment and build off of 

it. In your head, you’ve built  
the confidence, but you can  
never know. At the end of the day, 
it’s just hockey and you’ve been 
doing it so long, you just try to 
apply what you’ve learned.
 
And even at age 33, Nagle knows 
there is still much to learn.  “As you 
get older, it’s just a matter of finding 
ways to improve your game each 
season,” he said. “Being a good 
goalie is a never-ending process. As 
long as I can keep improving every 
year, good things will happen. And 
if they keep offering contracts, I 
want to keep playing.”
 
He agrees that the quarantine 
presented some unique challenges, 
especially for a goaltender who 
depends on others to test his skills. 
“It was tough,” he said. “There 
were some long days at home. 
Fortunately, we had a newborn to 
help us get through everything.”
 
Nagle and his wife, Monica, 
welcomed their first child two 
months before the shutdown. 
(Bryson is now 14 months old and 
was recently joined by a sister, 
Sloan, born on March 2.)
 
“Once it got warmer, I was able 
to get out of the house and get 
outside,” he said. “As a goalie, I want 
to be seeing shots, seeing pucks. 

Halfway through the summer, 
Detroit set us up with a vision 
program that allowed us to do 
some things on a computer. It’s 
called Vizual Edge and you wear 
these glasses that help simulate  
3-D images.”
 
Of course, Nagle has another 
moving object to track. “(Bryson) 
is starting to mess around with 
mini-sticks, so that’s fun,” he said. 
“It’s funny how they progress. 
I remember when he started 
crawling, which was neat until  
you think, ‘Wait a minute, I liked  
it when he didn’t move and get  
into things.’ Now he’s walking and 
you think, ‘Holy smoke, how did  
this happen?’”
 
Nagle is thrilled to be playing again, 
although he wishes there were 
more games and fewer practices. 
“You can get your minutes in 
practice, but it’s tough to replicate 
game action. You can work on drills 
and goalie-specific training, but it’s 
nice to play games.”
 
Not that he is complaining. “I just 
enjoy every day now,” he said. 
“Being around the other guys, 
being down at the rink, those are 
things I really appreciate, especially 
after sitting at home for the past 
year. And it’s definitely something 
you come to appreciate with time.”

Having played his 
first game in a Griffins 

jersey during the 
2014-15 campaign, 

Nagle appeared in a 
career-high 20 AHL 
games last season.
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After dropping their first two games of the season 
on the road to a Chicago team that has proven to 
be among the AHL’s elite, the Griffins ripped off four 
straight wins, including a 4-1 home victory against  
the 7-0 Wolves on Feb. 26.

Grand Rapids earned points in eight of nine games  
(6-1-2-0) from Feb. 13 to March 16, including a 9-4 
win at Rockford on March 3 that witnessed their 
biggest offensive output in more than five years,  
and a 3-1 road triumph against the IceHogs on  
March 11 that marked the 1,000th regular season  
win in the Griffins’ 25 seasons.

While helping the Griffins stake out a spot near the 
top of the Central Division standings, a number of 
players have registered notable achievements and 
performances along the way.

RILEY BARBER
Nine-Game Point Streak (13 Points) 
Feb. 5-March 11
Four-Game Goal Streak (Six Goals)  
Feb. 26-March 11
300th Pro Game 
Feb. 20 vs. CLE
His nine-game point streak was the 
longest ever to both start a Griffins 
career and a Griffins season.

DENNIS CHOLOWSKI
Four-Game Point Streak (Seven Points)
Feb. 18-28
50th Pro Point – Feb. 11 at CHI

TARO HIROSE
Four-Game Point Streak (Eight Points) 
Feb. 18-28
Three-Point Game (1-2—3) – Feb. 28 at CHI

MICHAEL RASMUSSEN
Five-Game Point Streak (Five Points) 
Feb. 13-28

EARLY 
SEASON 
HONOR 
ROLL
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DYLAN McILRATH
400th AHL Game – Feb. 26 vs. CHI
200th Griffins Game – March 13 vs. RFD

KEVIN BOYLE
Three-Game Winning Streak 
Feb. 18-March 3

KYLE CRISCUOLO
50th AHL/Pro Goal 
March 11 at RFD

EVGENY SVECHNIKOV
100th Griffins Point 
Feb. 11 at CHI

TURNER ELSON
150th AHL Point – Feb. 13 at CLE
200th Griffins Game – March 16 vs. RFD

MAX HUMITZ
Three-Point Game (2-1—3) 
March 3 at RFD
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PODCASTS

SCHEDULE

THE 

GRIFFINS 
HOCKEY
WEBSITE

https://griffinshockey.com/

CLICK HERE

WATCH HOME  
GAMES ON  
WXSP-TV 

https://www.nexstar.tv/stations/wxsp/

CLICK HERE

GAME DAY
TWITTER  

@GriffinsGameDay

https://twitter.com/GriffinsGameDay

CLICK HERE

TWITTER 
@griffinshockey

https://twitter.com/griffinshockey

CLICK HERE

FLICKR
https://www.flickr.com/photos/griffinshockey

CLICK HERE

ROSTER
https://griffinshockey.com/team/roster

CLICK HERE

LISTEN  
TO WOOD

RADIO
https://www.iheart.com/live/wood-

radio-1069-fm-1300am-1165/

CLICK HERE

FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/grgriffins

CLICK HERE

YOUTUBE
https://www.youtube.com/griffvision

CLICK HERE

VIEW ONLINE

ADD TO CALENDAR

WATCH 
AHLTV

http://ahltv.com/

CLICK HERE

GRIFFINS IN  
THE MEDIA

https://griffinshockey.com/news/ 
griffins-features

CLICK HERE

INSTAGRAM
https://www.instagram.com/griffinshockey/

CLICK HERE

APPLE

OTHER PLATFORMS

STATISTICS
https://theahl.com/stats/player-stats/328/68?playertype=skat-
er&position=skaters&rookie=no&sort=points&statstype=stan-

dard&page=1&league=4

CLICK HERE
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