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A LETTER FROM IRELAND

NEWS

A WARM IRISH WELCOME.
Welcome to this Issue of The Letter from Ireland Magazine!
by Mike Collins

C

éad Míle Fáilte - and
you are very welcome to the
very first issue of The Letter
from Ireland Magazine for
2019! This publication is for
Green Room Members, their
friends and families - so do
feel free to share it near and
wide as you see fit.
We have a number of
celebrations as this issue
goes to publication. First, The
Green Room is 5 years old!
Who would have thought it
when we started out with 100
founder members back in
February 2014?

Next, February 1st sees the
Celtic festival of "Imbolc" the start of an Irish spring.
This was traditionally the
time when sheep were
brought outside for the first
time in the year and is just
one of the four Irish Celtic
Festivals to mark the turning
of the season.

Who would have
thought it when we
started out with 100
founder members
back in February
2014?

Finally, we have dedicated
this issue to learning more
about the Normans of Ireland
- with plenty of articles
chatting about their
surnames, places and
influences.
So, we do hope you enjoy
this second issue of the Letter
from Ireland Magazine. I
know we enjoyed putting it
together.
Mike, Carina & Jayne.
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4 CELTIC FESTIVALS TO MARK THE
TURNING OF THE YEAR.
4 festivals mark the turning of the Celtic Seasons - starting with Imbolc in February.

IMBOLC

BEALTAINE

Imbolc falls in the first
week of February and is
the Celtic festival to signal
the coming of Spring.
It comes from the old Irish
meaning "in the belly" referring to the start of the
lambing season. The new
grasses have just started
to grow for the year. This
has been replaced with the
Christian festival of St.
Bridgid.

Bealtaine falls in the first
week of May and is the
Celtic festival to signal the
coming of summer. The
name is derived from the
old Irish for "bright fire".
The time was marked by
the lighting of bonfires and the animals were
moved to summer
pastures.

SAMHAIN

LUGHNASA

Samhain falls in the first
week of November and is
the Celtic festival that
marks the division
between the bright and
the dark halves of the
year. It is the original
inspiration for the
modern Halloween. It
has also been marked
since Christian times by
All-Saints and All-Souls
day.

Lughnasa falls in the first
week of August and is
the Celtic festival to
signal the coming of the
first harvests. It is named
after the god "Lugh" who
was believed to have
established the festival. It
is sometimes known as
the "festival of the first
fruits".

Click to Read More Letters in the Green
Room Forum here: BIT.LY/MORELETTERS
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THE NORMAN
SURNAMES OF
IRELAND
by Mike Collins

Do You Have Norman Surnames
in your Irish Family Tree?

W

hen we hear the word “Norman” in Ireland today, we often think of the “Anglo-Norman” invasion of
Ireland in 1170 that we learned about in school. Many of my own friends today have Norman surnames –
Roche, Barry, Fitzgerald and so on.
But where did our Norman ancestors come from? To find out, we need to go back to another time and
country.
THE NORMAN HOMELAND.
By 876 AD, the Viking “threat” was well established over much of Europe. Many Vikings were launching
raiding parties from their Norwegian home – returning home with the spoils for later trade.
Around this time, a man called Harald Finehair was asserting himself as the first true King of Norway. Not
all were happy with his approach – including a man called “Hrolfr” (later known as Rollo). Rollo was the
leader of a band of Vikings who were together for over 20 years – raiding and extorting tribute on many
shores across Britain, Ireland and France.
On the 17th of November, 876 – Rollo and his men arrived in the north-west part of France – around the
modern city of Rouen. This time they had no home to return to in Norway. They were looking for a
territory in which to settle and use as a base for further raids.
They were seeking a new place to call home. Over the next forty years, this band of Vikings carried out
raids from this new base – and sent a clear message to the local rulers that they saw this territory as
their new home. Charles, King of the Franks, pragmatically decided to formalise this territory as the new
homeland of the group and the “Duchy of Normandy was established with Rollo as the first Duke of
Normandy.
THE NORMAN WAY OF LIFE.
The land in Normandy was a huge improvement on the old farmlands in Norway. The Norman focus was
Styled Link Box to More in the Green
on the cultivation of grain (unlike the focus on cattle in Ireland) – and the rich, heavy soil of Normandy
Room to go here
could yield four times more than the stony soil of Norway.
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Over the next one hundred and fifty years, the
Normans settled down with their new
neighbours. They strategically intermarried and
made alliances – and also copied the French
hierarchy headed by a class of nobility.

The Normans would bring their fighting, farming and
feudal technology with them and shape much of what
we see around us in the Irish landscape and politics.
Even to this day.

But one aspect of Viking ancestry that the
Normans were slow to lose was their restless
ambition. A desire to expand beyond their
present boundaries and gather more material
possessions, land, power and glory.

IRISH-NORMAN SURNAMES.
Norman naming conventions were typically the same
as many Irish naming conventions – only derived from
French.

EXPANSION BEYOND NORMANDY.
Over the course of one hundred and fifty years –
from 1047 to 1200 – this Norman ambition and
capability triggered one of the most
extraordinary expansions of power from such a
small area.
During that time, Norman Knights had
successfully been “invited into” or invaded
Britain, Sicily, Ireland and started the first
crusades to the near east where they established
many more strongholds – all of which were
consolidated with the winning and granting of
land, building of castles and establishment of a
new feudal order in each locality.
In 1035, Duke Robert of Normandy was killed on
the return from one of these first crusades. And
his son, William gradually assumed his power
and title. In 1066, the King of England at the
time – Edward the Confessor died. William of
Normandy had a distant claim to the throne of
England and was ready to assert his claim.
By September, 1066 – William's forces were
ready to invade England and take what he
considered to be his rightful place on the throne
of England - and the rest was history. A hierarchy
of just ten thousand Norman knights went on to
replace the aristocracy of England – with William,
now William the Conquerer, at their head.
Five generations later, the descendents and
vassals of this aristocracy formed the main part
of the invasion of Ireland from Wales in 1170.

Son of – Fils – phonetically became “Fitz” e.g. Fitz
Gerald
Of/From – de – e.g. de Bari – which in Ireland became
de Barra and eventually Barry.
Nickname/Role – le – e.g. le Gros – or the fat one.
The Norman-derived names that we have on our
Reader list include:
Archdeacon/Cody, Aylward, Barron, Barrett, Barrie,
Bermingham, Blake, Bluitt, Bonds, Brannagh, Brett,
Britton, Brown, Browne, Burke, Brew, Bryan, Butler,
Campion, Cantillon, Cantwell, Carew, Chambers, Clare,
Codd, Cody, Cogan, Colfer, Condon, Comerford, Cooney,
Courcey, Crosbie, Crozier ,Cullen, Cummiskey, Cusack.
Dalton, Darcy, D’Arcy, Day, Dillon, Fagan, Field,
Fitzgerald, Fitzgibbon, Fitzhenry, Fitzsimmons,
Fitzstephens, Fleming, Francis, French, Furlong, Gibbons,
Grace, Griffin, Griffith, Hackett, Hays, Hussey, Jordan,
Joyce, Keating, Lacey, Lawless, Liston, Logan, Lucey,
Lynch, Lyons, Marshall, Martin, McQuillan, Molyneux,
Morris, Morrissey,
Nagle/Nangle, Nugent, Plunkett, Power, Prendergast,
Punch, Prior, Purcell, Redmond, Rice, Roberts, Roche,
Rochford, Russell, Savage, Sinnott, Stapleton, Stephens,
Talbot, Tyrrell, Wade, Wall, Walsh, White, Wolfe and
Wyse.
How about you? Do you have any Irish-Norman
surnames in your Irish family tree?

Styled Link Box to More in the Green
Click
A Timeline of Irish Surnames:
Room
toto
goSee
here
BIT.LY/IRISHSURNAMES
A LETTER FROM IRELAND

MAGAZINE

|

5

A LETTER FROM IRELAND

LETTER

ONE TALE OF AN IRISH
KNIGHT.
by Mike Collins

This is the story of one Norman knight who came to Ireland - and whose
relations and descendants became "more Irish than the Irish themselves"..

R

obert FitzStephen was born in Wales about 1120. He was a noble Welsh Knight – the grandson of the last
King of south Wales – Rhys ap Tewdwr. As a soldier, he was involved in many of the power struggles in the
area and eventually found himself, at the age of 45, the prisoner of a local Welsh lord.
At the same time, Diarmait Mac Murchada, the recently deposed King of Leinster in Ireland traveled to
England, Wales and France to raise a mercenary army to restore him to his throne. On his journey, he
appealed to FitzStephens captors to release him, the experience of such a soldier would be a huge asset for
the mission. He was successful, and on the first of May, 1169AD, Robert FitzStephen led a force of 400
mercenaries to Bannow strand in modern County Wexford. The Norman “invasion” of Ireland had begun.
FitzStephen was joined at the time by a number of other prominent Welsh-Norman knights – many of whom
were related to him. They included many prominent names in Ireland today such as Prendergast, Barry,
Cogan and Fitzgerald. However, while these names might be familiar to you – maybe you already notice that
the surname “FitzStephen” is very rare in Ireland today? So, what happened?
In 1177AD FitzStephen was awarded land in Cork and Waterford by the King of England. The land stretched
from Lismore to Ardmore and west to Cork city. However, FitzStephen had trouble protecting his lands from
the native Irish. By the age of 60, he was without an official male heir and ceded his lands to his half-nephew,
Philip de Barry. He died two years later and the Barry family came to dominate across that part of east Cork,
becoming a prominent Cork surname that we still have today.
But, what about the FitzStephens? Well, over the following century or so – the FitzStephens remained in that
area of east Cork and west Waterford. From about 1250 onwards, these Norman families started to become
more Gaelic – or “hibernicised” as we sometimes call it. They adopted the Irish language, followed Gaelic
Brehon law and intermarried with the local Gaelic Chieftain families to expand their power.
Many of these hibernicised Norman families – the Barry, Cogan, Barrett families maintained their original
Norman surnames, while the FitzStephens assumed an Irish “Patronymic” and became known as “Mac
Sleimhne” (Mock Sley-na). As the centuries went on, the names of Ireland became anglicised – and Mac
Sleimhne became known as “Sleyne” and “Sliney” (pronounced “Sly-ney).
If you look for Slineys in Ireland today, you will find them in an area from Lismore to Ardmore and westward
to the town of Midleton in Cork. The same lands awarded to Robert FitzStephen all those centuries ago!

Click to Read More Letters in the Green
Room Forum here: BIT.LY/MORELETTERS
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THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF MY
IRISH GRANDMOTHER
by Carina Collins

When I started to research the origins of my
paternal grandmother, I had no idea of the story
that laid behind this Irish shopkeeper.
Since working on the Letter From Ireland, I've come to
wonder about my own ancestors. Sadly, many of us Irish in
Ireland aren't at all concerned with this, and sometimes we
wonder what all the fuss is about!
So, to kick off my research on my own family tree, I chose a
very special person. My paternal grandmother, “granny
Cronin”. I didn't even know her maiden name. I went on to
discover some very interesting and surprising things about
her which I'd like to share with you.
THE FINAL HOME AND RESTING PLACE OF "GRANNY
CRONIN".
First, Mike and I headed out to Ovens, County Cork, to where I
grew up and lived with my granny Cronin, until her death in
1968. We chatted outside the local church and shop - which
was my home place and that of my "Granny Cronin".

In Ovens - By the Font where my
family were all baptised.

We then drove further west of Cork City to Lissarda, and
onto Kilmurry Graveyard, I started to wonder a bit more
about my paternal grandmother Catherine Cronin.
Being in Kilmurry Graveyard made me all the more curious
as to why Catherine Cronin, my granny, had come to be
buried here? What was the connection with this place and
why did she come from Cork City, in the first place, to the
shop in Ovens?

INTRODUCING CATHERINE BARRY.
Looking at the records, I discovered that my grandmother's
maiden name was Barry. Her mother was a “Long”, who came
More
in the Green
Theto
Final
Resting
place of Catherine
from Lissarda. We also discovered that she was broughtStyled
up in Link Box
Room to go here
Barry Cronin.
Madden's Buildings in Cork City.
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So, we travelled across the north side of Cork City to
Watercourse Road, and there were the 76 red brick terrace
houses of Madden's Buildings, two rows back to back. As
Mike and I walked down the street, we spotted an open
door, and from there, we were suddenly being introduced to
the knowledgeable owner that lived in number 59. And what
a lovely lady she was. We all sat in the cozy front room, and
discovered about life in Madden's Buildings, as we chatted
to two of the residents.
THE NORMAN BARRYS OF IRELAND.
In the 1100s, land was granted to the Norman Barry family
from Wales - around Cork city, and also to the north and
west of the city.
By 1901, there were 9,543 individuals across the entire
island of Ireland and 11 of those were my Barry family from
Madden's Buildings.

Meeting The Neighbours outside
Madden's Buildings.

THE HOME OF THE BARRY FAMILY IN WALES.
About two years ago, we worked our way from Bristol, all
the way through the south coast of Wales, and along the
Norman invasion route to Ireland. On the way, we stopped
at Manorbier Castle – the main home of the Norman Barry
family that ended up in County Cork.
You never know what you discover when you go in search of
family. It was certainly a surprise for me to think that I was
standing in front of the Barry castle in Wales a while back,
not knowing there was a Barry surname so closely
connected with my own family on my dad's mother's side.
MY CLOSING THOUGHTS.
Looking back now, this journey has been an emotional one. I
felt physically exhausted each day as the connections of my
past were uncovered - something I hadn't expected at all. In
traveling to the past, I now look around me in the present
with new eyes, still trying to assimilate all that this has
meant for me. One thing it has brought home to me is I now
share a greater understanding with those on their own
family search.
A final thought I'd like to share with you is one memory that
has stayed with me, and that is the kindness of the people
we met in Madden's Buildings in Cork City. We later
discovered through the records that Catherine's father, my
great-grandfather, David Barry, had lived at Madden's

Manorbier Castle in Wales - Home of
the Barry Clan.
Buildings for over 40 years. In life, it's the people
that are important, and if the people were as
neighbourly as those we met that day, then
David Barry was indeed a lucky man to have
lived at Madden's Buildings, Blackpool in County
Cork!

This Article came from the Podcast "From
a A Cottage to a Castle". More here:
BIT.LY/COTTAGETOCASTLE
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MEET YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS!
Two Pages of Member Meetups, Hooleys and "Drop-ins" from around the World!
1

2

3

9

8

7

4

6

5

1.Des Dineen, Dawn Lawry and Anne Keating in Melbourne, Australia. 2.With Brigid Braden and family at
ancestral family homestead near Listowel, County Kerry. 3.With Deborah Mansell and hubby at Milwaukee
Festival. 4.In McVeighs in Toronto with Green Room members and letter readers. 5.Mike Collins and Mike
Collins in Cork! 6. Carina on Route 66 in Illinois. 7.Ken Duckett and Carina in London. 8.With Val McLeish
in London. 9.With Des Dineen and others in Melbourne after a talk.
A LETTER FROM IRELAND

MAGAZINE

|

9

A LETTER FROM IRELAND GALLERY

1

6

4

5

2

3

1. Carina, Ken Duckworth, Val McLeish, Jayne McGarvey, Johanna Anderson and Jim Purcell in London.
2. With Doug Barrett outside Launceston, Tasmania. 3. With Tony Dolan and many others in
Charlottetown, PEI, Canada. 4. Mike and John Grenham in Dublin. 5.Carina and Carolyn Hendry in
Toronto, Canada. 6. Jayne McGarvey, Carina and Colleen Carpenter and cousin at PRONI, Belfast.

Click to See More Pictures in the Green Room
Forum here: BIT.LY/MEMBERGALLERY
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ASK THE
GENEALOGIST
by Jayne McGarvey

Jayne McGarvey is our Irish-based Genealogist in The
Green Room. Each week she answers dozens of
member queries - here is just one of them!

W

QUESTION:
My Great Grandfather, Michael Lannon,
was born about 1825 in New Ross,
Wexford, Ireland, and died before 1880,
in Indiana, USA. My biggest Irish ancestry
wish would be to find more about my
Great Grandfather, and who came before
him. Two of his children were born in
Ireland (1844 and 1853) - the remaining
four all born in Indiana. Are there any
records in Ireland that go back to the
early 1800's, or did they all burn in a fire?
Jack Lannen.
JAYNE'S REPLY:
Many official records were lost in the Four Courts
Fire in Dublin in 1922. About 50% of the then
surviving Church of Ireland registers were lost,
along with early wills, probate marriage licence
bonds and some of the early census records (those
that were not burned were pulped by Government
order during the war in case of fire!
Very few of the Roman Catholic registers were in
the Public Record Office at the time. These have
since been gathered where possible, although a few
remain in local custody (with the church) and more
have "escaped" to private hands. Over the years we
have become very creative at using records that
were not created for genealogical purposes in the
first instance (land and estate records,

Wills and probate). More and more records are
coming online all the time, but the majority of
records are still held in offline Archives - however, it
is becoming easier and more cost effective to access
these as well. For now, many of the records you will
be interested in are online and many can be
accessed free of charge.
I note in your comments you mention two of the
children who were born in Ireland. As a broad
generalisation more of the most recent records
survive and as you have the names of both parents
and approximate years of birth I would initially
concentrate on trying to locate their baptisms. This
will help you locate where in Ireland your family
lived at that time. This will then give you a starting
point to begin to trace back from. Mike has some
great training courses about the various records in
The Green Room so do spend a little time getting to
know the variety of records we have here in Ireland
and how to get the best out of them.
Once you start, we can help you to drill down
into what questions to ask and what individual
collections will be of the most use to begin your
research in earnest.
Chat again soon,
Jayne.

Ask The Genealogist Your Questions in the
Green Room Forum here: BIT.LY/ASKJAYNE
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AN IRISH BOAT TO NEW BRUNSWICK
A few weeks back, I asked readers to share their own
“Irish Ancestry trail”. We received some great stories of
whole families leaving Ireland during difficult times - and
how their descendants spread to the many parts of the
world we find them today. Here is just one example from
Richard Murry of New Brunswick, Canada.

R

ichard: My Irish Murry ancestors came to
Canada in the year 1824. They sailed from
Sligo with their 3 year old son, James, aboard
the “Elizabeth” - bound for Saint John, New
Brunswick.
Mike: A lot of people are surprised that their
Irish ancestors left Ireland prior to the
famine of the mid-1800s. They ask: “Why did
they leave?”. The answer is usually a
combination of need and opportunity. Maybe
life was difficult in Ireland because of recent
sickness, crop failure, rent-racking, minifamine or just because the farm was too
small to accommodate any more than one
son?
Combine any of these with the lure of a local
boat promising free land and a new start in a
faraway country. Boats arrived from New
Brunswick full of timber - and they needed
ballast for the way back. People made good
cheap “ballast”. In fact, as a shipowner, you
even got the chance to make a little extra
money.
The surname Murry/Murray in Ireland is VERY
numerous. It comes from an old Gaelic first
name that was anglicised many ways in

Lighthouse at Cape Enrage, New Brunswick

different parts of the country e.g. Murrihy or Murray or
McMurray. However, the main clue of their origin lies in the
port of departure - Sligo. The chances were high that this
family came from Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Roscommon or
Donegal.
Richard: On 28 August, the ship grounded on Sable Island but were able to re-float and proceed on their way until, on
September 4th, just off Cape Sable Island, they once again
struck what was known as “The Horse Race Ledges”, this
time breaching the hull. The ship was taken into the nearby
port of Barrington, having 5 feet of water above the sand
ballast. Some of the passengers stayed in Nova Scotia,
including my ancestors, Charles and Jane, where two more
sons were born to them.
Mike: What a dramatic way to be introduced to your new
country! I’m often struck by stories where a family hits land
for the first time - and because of the offer of a job or maybe
sickness or an accident - they decide to get off the vessel
and start their new life at that very spot!
Richard: In 1828 the settlement of New Ireland was formed
in New Brunswick; the New Brunswick government was
offering free land grants. In 1830 my ancestors moved their
young and growing family to this new settlement, where
A LETTER FROM IRELAND
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AN IRISH BOAT TO NEW BRUNSWICK (CONTINUED)
Charles, (my g-g-grandfather),
received a grant of 100 acres. In
New Ireland, a daughter, two
more sons and another daughter
were born, completing that
family.
Mike: “New Ireland” - I like the
sound of that! As I’m sure your
ancestors would have at the time
- it had a certain appeal.
Remember that Ireland contained
95% tenant farmers up until the
early 1900s. Many of these tenant
families existed on less than 20
acres each. The offer of 100 acres
must have felt like the “promised
land”.
Richard: After the Civil War
ended in the U.S., the oldest
daughter Susan -now married,
moved along with my g-ggrandparents and an older
brother, John to the U.S.
Mike: And now the family starts
to spread across the continent.
What brought Susan and James to
Oswego? Adventure?
Employment? The promise of a
better life? It’s very interesting
that Susan took her parents and
brother with her. At this stage,
they must have been in their late
sixties.
Richard: The daughter and
parents continued west, as far as
Ohio, where my g-g-grandfather
dies. His wife, Jane, died in 1871.
By the 1880 census, their
daughter Susan is listed as
“widow”.

Mike: I do wonder what brought them even further west? It must have
been hard for Susan to have moved that far and then to find herself
without parents and husband.
Richard: Back in New Brunswick, the eldest son James Murry, moved his
family to Delaware, where he was listed as farmer in New Castle County.
William, the second son born in Nova Scotia, became a carpenter and in
1880, moved his family to Boston. Charles Jr stayed in New Brunswick
and farmed.
Mike: We visited New Brunswick just last September. We passed through
Moncton (close to “New Ireland”) - and continued to Saint John. When
travelling through the area, another Irish man called Stephen Rea
commented: “I know nobody here, but recognise everybody”. That is the
feeling we also got as we wandered the streets of Saint John. Isn’t it
amazing just how much migration occurs within one family? From the
Murry family who departed Sligo - we have new families being set up in
New Brunswick, Boston and Delaware and Ohio.
Richard: Mary Jane, the youngest of the first generation, married, had
three children, a boy and two girls. The son, Mortimer, became editor of
the local newspaper, before going to British Columbia, to become editor
of a magazine, then off to Seattle, WA., to become editor of “The Seattle
Post Intelligencer”. The two daughters died, one in infancy, the other at
nine months. Mary Jane and husband Isaac Wood, died nine days apart,
in September 1865.
Mike: As the next generation rises, it’s always heartening to see them
make such a positive impact on the world around them.
Richard: Andrew, my g-grandfather, also remained in New Brunswick
and farmed in Charlotte Co. He lived only to be 41 years of age. I was
born in an isolated lighthouse station in Charlotte County, NB. My dad
was the keeper there for 25 years. I now live in Prince Edward County,
Ontario.
Mike: Richard, if you ever get around to writing a memoir or biography that is the opening line: “I was born in an isolated lighthouse station in
Charlotte County, NB. My father was the keeper there for 25 years. One
hundred years before, his ancestors swept up on that same shore from
County Sligo in Ireland…..”
What do you think?
Click to Read More Letters in the

Green Room Forum here:
BIT.LY/MORELETTERS
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Are You Using ALL the Benefits of your Green Room
Membership?

Video training on Irish Research tools and DNA testing
Irish-based Genealogist for pointers and help with your "brick walls".
BONUS free annual membership of JohnGrenham.com - Ireland's
foremost Genealogy record site.
Join us as we travel to a member's Irish Homeland each month and
uncover stories, pictures and surprises along the way.
Connect with over 2,530 other Green Room members who share your
passion, Irish surnames and heritage..

Not a Green Room member yet? If a friend shared this magazine
with you then now's a great time to join us!
Click here to get your own subscription.
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Many of the emails I receive each week are
concerned with planning a trip to Ireland. Often, it
is a first trip – and the person on the other
end is worried that they are planning efficiently,
going to the right places etc. You know yourself
how enjoyable – and stressful – holiday planning
can be!

THE QUESTION

PLANNING
A TRIP TO
IRELAND

THE

IDEAL

"RECIPE"?

The main questions I get asked are of the following two
flavours:
1. “It’s my first visit to Ireland – should I take a tour bus or
rent car? The thought of driving a car in Ireland makes me
nervous!”
2. “I will be staying near Ballyancestry – where my people
came from – but I also want to visit The Cliffs of
Moher/Blarney/Dublin/Galway – how far away are they?”

THE ANSWER
My answer to number 1 is – yes, you can always take a tour
– but you can also mix it up a bit. For example, stay 3 days
in Dublin with no car, take some day trips. Take a small 3
day tour to some further locations. Then rent a car for
another 3 days and go where you want. No need to play by
other peoples rules (that wouldn’t be very Irish, would it?) I
have found that most people use a guided coach tour the
first time around – and come back for second helpings –
opting for a car on the second trip. Has this been your
experience?

THE "RECIPE"?
On the second question – well, let’s step back a bit first. Most of the people who read this letter have ancestry
linked with Ireland. The places your ancestry came from are often the places you want to visit. Along with these
essential places, there are sights and landmarks that you would LOVE to see this time around.
I have found that many of us have 10 days or so available for a trip to Ireland. A mistake we can make (and
organised tours seem to take this approach) is to hurry from one sight to another, spending barely a night in one
spot.
Somehow, I notice that the ideal “recipe” for a trip to Ireland over 10 days/9 nights is to spend 2-3 nights in about 3
separate locations – and use these as bases for exploration. You can often easily explore within 50 miles of these
“bases” – and also have the flexibility to absorb more of the local colour. Also, it is definitely less hassle than packing
up early each morning and heading on. Here are three examples overleaf:
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THE NORTHWEST AND DUBLIN
Kathi was onto me. Her ancestry came from Sligo town – so she wanted to ensure she visited there.
1. Use Sligo town as base number 1. The small county of Sligo is on your doorstep. You can drive north
to Donegal town, east into Leitrim and Fermanagh, and south into North County Mayo – all on easy day
trips.
2. Use Derry City as base number 2. It’s a beautiful, small and safe city – plenty to see. You can also use it
as a springboard into the Inishowen Peninsula of Donegal, east along the north Antrim Coast (maybe a
day trip to Belfast at a push) and south into County Tyrone and the Ulster American folk park.
3. Use Dublin City as base number 3. As with my previous suggestion of Dublin.

3 Bases – 9 nights.

THE WEST AND DUBLIN
George was onto me. His family was from west of Galway City in County Galway as well as County Mayo.
1. Use Galway city as base number 1. Hard to leave this historical small city when you arrive – but if you
must you could: Head off into the wilds of Connemara; Visit the Aran Islands for a day; visit the north
coast of Clare down to the Cliffs of Moher; Head into historical east Galway to the town of Athenry. An
alternative would be to stay for 2 or 3 nights on Inis Mór – the largest of the Aran Islands. This visit will
stay with you for life.
2. Use Westport in County Mayo as base number 2. Westport is a gem of a town – plenty going on here.
However, when you have to leave you can head south into Connemara or north along the Mayo coast
3. Use Dublin City as base number 3. As with my previous suggestion of Dublin.

3 Bases – 9 nights.

THE SOUTHWEST AND DUBLIN
Diane was onto me. Her ancestry came from the Skibbereen area of County Cork, so she wanted to
ensure she visited there. But she also wanted to visit Cobh, Dingle and the Cliffs of Moher.
1. Use Bantry town as base number 1. Skibbereen is about 10 miles away. The Beara peninsula is on
your doorstep. Kenmare in Kerry is about 15 miles away. The Mizen Peninsula is on your doorstep. The
Ring of Kerry is doable in a day. Cork city is about 1 hour drive away and Cobh about 25 minutes more.
2. Use Dingle town as base number 2. The Dingle Peninsula on your doorstep. In travelling from Bantry
to Dingle, you could go around the Ring of Kerry.
3. Use Dublin City as base number 3. Dublin is Dublin! Good idea to stay local – give back the keys of the
car – and take a daytour to Newgrange, Tara or Glendalough.
3 Bases – 9 nights.

Share Your Irish Trip Plans - and
questions - in The Green Room here:
BIT.LY/TRIPTOIRELAND
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CARINA'S
IRISH CORNER
by Carina Collins

Are you looking for an Irish-related first name for a new
baby (or want to gently hint about one for your
grandchild)?

What would it be? Seán? Kelly? Colleen? Conor?
Patrick? Well, in Ireland we have experienced the
highest birth rate of all the European countries over
the past couple of years. I was curious about the
most popular baby names - and looked up the last
census results in our statistics office.

W

Old Irish Names for Girls:
Aoife (pronounced “ee-fa”)
Meaning Radiant and beautiful – Aoife was the
mother of Cuchullain, one of Ireland’s
legendary heroes.

They were:

Meadbh – (“Mayve”)

BOYS: Jack, James, Daniel

Meaning source of joy – Maedbh was the warrior
queen of Connacht of the old myths.

GIRLS: Emily, Sophie, Emma

Gráinne – (“Grawn-ya”)

Which may not be what comes to your mind when
considering “Irish names”! Let's look at a few
alternatives to these names - before the Patricks and
the Seáns came on the scene. Let’s go back to a time
of Ireland of Myths and stories – just at the start of
our written history. What were the names used at
that time? Would you recognise any of them? Would
you dare suggest one for a new member of your
family?
In the right column you''ll find my 6 choices for Irish
baby first names. Maybe we’ll see them back in vogue
soon enough if we start a campaign together.
What are some of your favourite Irish first names?
Perhaps you have some already in your family tree?

Daughter of a high King of Ireland and who can
forget “Grainne Ui Mhaille” (Grace O’Malley) –
the Pirate-Queen?

Old Irish Names for Boys:
Aodh – ("A")
Meaning born of fire – also the root of so
many familiar first and surnames. Aidan
means little Aodh.

Niall – ("Nile")
Meaning passionate – Niall of the nine
hostages was a King in Ireland around the
400s.

Cormac – ("Corr-mac")

Go to the Irish Language and Culture
section of The Green Room here:
BIT.LY/IRISHLANGUAGE

Cormac Mac Airt was a King of Ireland in
the 200s and this name has been popular
since then.
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PSST! ... HAVE YOU HEARD THE
"SPOKEN LETTER FROM IRELAND"?
The Letter from Ireland Show is a Podcast that goes out from our
cottage in Ireland - covering Irish stories, myths, family history,
surnames and much more! Here are just some of our member favourites
so far:

FOLLOWING THE ANGLO-NORMAN TRAIL TO IRELAND
Episode 402

MY GRANDFATHER'S HIDDEN HISTORY
Episode 309

A JOURNEY INTO ONE WOMAN'S HIDDEN PAST
Episode 308

THE BEATLES - MEET THE LIVERPOOL IRISH
Episode 307

OUR EXPERIENCES WITH IRISH ANCESTRY DNA
Episode 209

MEET JOHN GRENHAM - A CHAT ABOUT IRISH ANCESTRY RECORDS
Episode 207

And Many More.... Produced by Carina Collins.

See All Available Episodes of the
Letter from Ireland Show here:
BIT.LY/ALFISHOW
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FEBRUARY 2019 - OUR 5TH
BIRTHDAY!
The Green Room was "turned on" in February 2014 - so it is our 5th birthday this
month! One thing we have learned over the years is that it is all about our wonderful
members - sharing their stories, questions, brick-walls and discoveries. We decided
to select just one member from each year and share a little more about them:

Ed Reidy, Missouri, USA.
Ed was one of our very first members - and we had the
pleasure of meeting him and his wonderful family in Cork
shortly afterwards.

More Here: BIT.LY/EDREIDY

2014

Julie Appleton, Melbourne, Australia..
Julie has shared so much on her adventures in Ireland - and
we had the privilege of meeting herself and her husband
last Saint Patick's Day in Melbourne.

More Here: BIT.LY/JULIEAPPLETON

2015

Nita Fandray, Pennsylvania, USA.
Nita came on board the Green Room and had the good
fortune to track down her Irish family in double quick time,
visit them and share her adventures for all to enjoy.

2016

More Here: BIT.LY/NITAFANDRAY

Val McLeish, England.
We met with Val earlier last year in London where she told
us all about a memoir that she is writing on one branch of
her Irish ancestry.

2017

More Here: BIT.LY/VALMCLEISH

David Vuckson, B.C., Canada.
David is one of our more recent members but hit the
ground running sharing the stories of his Irish family of
organ-makers and musicians.

2018

More Here: BIT.LY/DAVIDVUCKSON
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AN INTERVIEW
WITH MIKE
COLLINS, CORK
UNIVERSITY PRESS
by Mike Collins
(the other one!)

MCUP: On my dad's side it's Collins and McMullen and
on my mother's side Cregan and O'Sullivan.
MIKE: When you were growing up, were you aware of
being an Irish household in England?

Cork University Press is a prolific publisher
of books of Irish Heritage - including the
Atlas of the Irish Famine and the Atlas of
the Irish Revolution. The publications
director is Mike Collins! Like to hear more?
MIKE: Cork University Press has just published
“The Atlas of the Irish Revolution”. Before we
come to that, how did you come to live in Cork
and working with CUP?
MCUP: I was working in the UK for a number of
publishers and always had an idea of moving back
to Ireland. I was looking through Bookseller
magazine and saw an advertisement for a sales
and marketing director at CUP.
I had a discussion with the family and we decided
that it would be a good move so we arrived in
Ireland in 2002.

MCUP: Yes we were! There was a strong Irish
community in Stafford. There was an Irish club and all
the Irish people tended to socialize together. On
particular events like Patrick's Day, we would get the
shamrock and the badges sent over from Ireland. At
Christmas, we'd get the turkey, black pudding, ham and
sausages from my grandfather's farm in east Clare. My
parents listened to Irish music and followed Irish news.
It was very much about being in an Irish community
within the UK.
Every two years, we'd go back to stay on the farm in
Scarriff in Clare. Then, we'd do day trips to see my other
grandfather in Hospital in Limerick.

MIKE: You were born and reared in England.
However, your mom and dad both came from
Ireland. Did they meet in England?

MIKE: That brings us into the idea of the Atlases. You
seem to have a history in atlases if you pardon the pun!
There was the “Atlas of the Irish Famine” which was
developed on your tenure. That book appears to be the
one that put you and CUP on the radar. I know that a lot
of our Green Room members have bought it over the
last couple of years. Do you think there is a growing
awareness of the Irish Famine and how it's represented?

MCUP: Yes, my mom was from Hospital in County
Limerick and dad' from Scariff in County Clare.
They both immigrated in the early 1950's, met and
got married. They met in Stafford - near
Birmingham - a market town of about 60,000
people. That is where I was born.

MCUP: Until we brought out “The Atlas the Great Irish
Famine” there was a silence from Irish academics on the
subject. Other large works were brought out but
published by overseas authors. We saw the book as
laying a foundation for further research into the many
different areas of the famine.

MIKE: What were some of the Irish surnames in
your Irish family tree?

MIKE: Which leads us on to the “Atlas of the Irish
revolution”. What was the gestation for that book?
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MCUP: The CUP and University
College of Cork were looking for a
way to examine the various Irish
Revolutions from 1830 to 1923.
The suggestion was that we look at
using the format of the “Atlas of
the Great Irish Famine”. We
formed a team of UCC historians
and geographers. Then, about five
years ago, we started looking at
content.

MCUP: I think what's unique about
the atlas, apart from the visual
element, are the figures - the figure
captions are almost mini essays. I
don't know if the reviewers have
picked this out previously.

The advantage of publishing within
our own university is that we could
meet on a weekly basis. A project
this complex where there's over
105 authors, 984 pages, 700
illustrations and 364 brand new
maps needed that. Once the draft
was submitted for publication, the
plan was to publish for the
centenary of the Easter rising in
2016. But the book grew and grew
and was delayed by a year.

MCUP: Also, because it goes down
to parish level, you can hone in on
your own family's parish and see
what was happening at the time.
Ireland is so local!

That was fortuitous because 1916
centenary saw the publication of
over 200 books about the Easter
Rising. So when the “Atlas of the
Irish Revolution” came out a year
later we had the whole field to
ourselves. It was also the first book
to cover the entire revolutionary
period back to pre-famine times.
MIKE: What period, if you'd just
remind us, does the Atlas cover?
MCUP: It covers the pre-famine
years when the seeds were sown
for future Irish Revolutions. This is
followed by the home rule crisis,
the Easter rising, the formation of
the Dáil (Irish government) in 1918,
the War of Independence and the
Civil War – and finally how
the various revolutions affected
subsequent Irish affairs to 1948.

MIKE: It's almost like you could
read the book at different levels –
through the figures and captions or
the deeper text.

By the way, until we published the
Atlas of the Irish Revolution, I
didn't realise that Michael Collins
was interned in my home town of
Stafford, in Stafford prison!

MIKE: Looking forward for yourself
and CUP, what projects do you
have in the pipeline?

MIKE: Flick over any page in this
book and it just pulls you in - the
colour and the layout.
Congratulations on a fantastic
achievement! How has the book
been received since publication?
MCUP: "The Bookseller" called it
the surprise hit of the year. Based
on previous sales of similar books,
we printed 800 copies thinking
that would last 12 months. It
actually lasted six weeks. So then
we had to go back with a larger reprint of 14,000 copies. It also won
the overall Irish book of the year in
2017.
MIKE: That is a fantastic
achievement. What is your own
favourite part of the atlas?

MCUP: We’re continuing with the
Atlas series. We're working on a
coastal atlas of Ireland. This has
never been done before for an
entire country. The beauty of
Ireland is that it has such different
shorelines – and our work could be
used as a case study for coastal
areas in larger countries. This atlas
will not just cover geology and
geography, but music, fisheries,
history and will be, we hope, a
fantastic atlas.
MIKE: That sound absolutely
compelling to tell you the truth.
Mike, thank you again for your
time.
MCUP: Thank you. It's been a
pleasure.

20% Off CUP Books AND
Free Shipping for Green
Room Members Here:
BIT.LY/CORKUP
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SIMON'S SNUG
by Simon O'Flynn

Come in to "Simon's Snug" - Simon
O'Flynn that is - our resident Cork
butcher - as he shares a story or two
from an Ireland of long ago (and
sometimes not so long ago!).

I

received my primary school education at
the Presentation Brothers Boys School of
Christ the King, at Turners Cross, Cork. This
establishment was dedicated to forming
sound and upright Catholic young men.
In our school a great emphasis was placed on
being a good, Irish Catholic. Prayers were said
in the morning and again in the evening. At
mid day we recited more prayers to the sound
of the Angelus bell. At least half an hour each
day was spent on the subject of religion.
By the time I had reached the age of eight, I
reckoned that I knew all I needed to know
about God and the afterlife. To me it seemed
very simple; to reach Heaven you had to be
very good, and to go to Hell you had to be
very bad. In my childish wisdom, I even
refined my thoughts further; all girls were
going to Heaven and all boys were destined
for Hell.
Girls seemed to be so pure and holy, hair
always clean and tidy. They wore shiny shoes
and talked quietly. They said their prayers
and did their homework; they were always
gentle and some even looked like angels.
They had nothing to worry about... they would
go straight to Heaven.
For a boy it was not so simple. At the age of
eight I had committed many serious sins. The
flowers I gave my mother for her birthday had
been stolen from a neighbour’s garden. The
cigarette butt my father had discarded nearly
killed me when I took a couple of puffs from

Girls
seemed to be
so pure and
holy, their
hair always
clean and
tidy."

"

it. Like most boys I thought that water was for swimming
in and not for washing. Hair was a bit of a nuisance and
best left untouched. So, what to do? The prospect of Hell
for eternity was a worry!
According to my religious education, Purgatory was a
place you go to if you’re not suitable for heaven yet, it’s
more like a waiting room. In my youthful mind I pictured
this as a foggy place in constant twilight where souls
wandered aimlessly about while awaiting a decision from
above. Wandering aimlessly about does not sound too
bad to a boy, in fact it sounded even better than Heaven;
you didn’t have to be good all the time, and also, no girls
would be an extra bonus.
Now that I’m old I have not changed my mind. I have a
number of parking fines outstanding and have three
penalty points on my driving licence for speeding....so, I
know I will not go to Heaven. However, the thought of
Purgatory does not sound so bad ‘’at all, at all’’.
Simon.

Meet Simon and others in the Green
Room Snug here: BIT.LY/THESNUG
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BILL OF IRISH ANCESTRY RIGHTS
Our Bill of Irish Ancestry Rights -in place since 2015 - Which Is the most Important to
You?

AS A PERSON OF IRISH DESCENT I HAVE
THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:

1. TO KNOW WHICH OF THE SURNAMES IN MY FAMILY
TREE ARE IRISH.
2. TO KNOW WHAT EACH OF MY IRISH SURNAMES
MEAN AND THEIR POINT OF ORIGIN IN IRELAND.
3. TO KNOW THE SPECIFIC DETAILS OF THE IRISH
ANCESTORS IN MY FAMILY TREE AND KNOW WHERE
IN IRELAND EACH INDIVIDUAL CAME FROM.
4. TO KNOW WHAT LIFE WAS LIKE FOR MY IRISH
ANCESTORS.
5. TO SEE THE PLACES OF MY IRISH ANCESTORS
AND TO WALK THEIR LAND AND HOMESTEADS.
6. TO CONNECT WITH MY LIVING IRISH RELATIVES.

Which is The Most Important
to you?
Click
Styled Link
Box to
More in the Green
here to have
your
say:
Room to go here
BIT.LY/BILLOFANCESTRYRIGHTS
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IN YOUR

Next issue
MARCH/APRIL 2019

RESEARCHING YOUR
IRISH FAMILY HISTORY
OUR NEW APPROACH TO BREAKING DOWN
THOSE IRISH ANCESTRY BRICK WALLS!

FOLLOWING
SAINT PATRICK
The Places in Ireland associated
with our Patron Saint.

COUNTY MAYO
Irish Homelands Feature

AVAILABLE
MARCH 11,
2019

USE THOSE IRISH
ANCESTRY RECORDS
To Get Real Results!
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LIKE SOME MORE IRISH?
HERE ARE THE MANY WAYS YOU CAN
CONNECT WITH US:
LOGIN TO THE GREEN ROOM (OR JOIN US): BIT.LY/GRLOGIN
GET YOUR FREE LETTER FROM IRELAND: BIT.LY/ALFILETTER

LISTEN TO OUR PODCASTS: BIT.LY/ALFISHOW
LEARN FROM OUR FREE ARTICLES: BIT.LY/ALFIBLOG

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: BIT.LY/ALFIFB

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: BIT.LY/ALFIINST
SEE OUR VIDEOS ON YOUTUBE: BIT.LY/ALFIYOUTUBE

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: BIT.LY/ALFITWITTER

FOLLOW US ON PINTEREST: BIT.LY/ALFIPINT

