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Forest Health & Productivity - 43% 

Wildlife & Fish - 14% 

Landscape/Ecosystem Management & 
Biodiversity - 9% 

Forest Operations Efficiencies & 
Economics - 7% 

Water Quality - 6% 

All Other Research Areas- 19%
Includes: Energy efficiency, Life cycle assessment, Avoidance 
of illegal logging, Avoidance of controversial sources 

2017 Program Participant 
Research Dollars

$1.6 Billion 
invested in forest 

research across SFI 
programs by 

Project Partners 
since 1995.
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Family Woodlands



Forests in both the U.S. 
and Canada are plentiful 
and productive, but have 
very different ownership 

structures.

Canadian forest ownership

Private

Public

United States forest ownership

Natural Resources 
Canada, 2017  & US 
Forest Service, 2014 

94%

65%

37%



Families are the largest 
owner group in the U.S.  

- Source: US Forest 
Service  Private - 

Families 
    43%

Public - 
Federal  

28%

Other 
Private 

20%

U.S. Forest Ownership (acres)

US Forest Service, 2014 

Other 
Public - 

9% 

https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land
https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land


Private forests supply 
nearly 30% of drinking 

water as well as clean air, 
wildlife habitat, and 

recreation opportunities 
in the U.S. 

 US Forest Service, 2017 

https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land


Family forests 
provide wood for 

60% of U.S. 
domestic forest 

products.

 
                                                              

          

        Forest Landowners, 2018



US Forest Service, 2014



● Mostly white, male, 
educated 

● Many are advanced in 
age and likely to sell 
or pass their land to 
the next generation 

● Increasing number of 
female landowners

Who are they?

US Census Bureau 2012, US Forest Service 2013



Top Reasons for 
Ownership

1. Beauty & Scenery
2. Wildlife Habitat
3. Family Legacy
4. Privacy

 US Forest Service, 2015 

Financial objectives, such 
as timber production, are 
rated much lower overall

US Forest Service, 2013

https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land


“Peace and tranquility. It's a naturally wonderful setting. It's nice living out in 
the woods where you have the deer coming up and coyotes.”

“This land was handed to me. It's old family land for generations and 
generations. They say, “Why don't you sell it?” But that's all that we got. They 
said, “Will you keep it?” I said, “Yes, I'll keep the land.”

“We harvest some of the hardwood off of [the land] when the trees were 
getting too big. Otherwise it's mainly kept for enjoyment and it's going to go to 
my five nephews...We hunt on the land and we can go fishing if we want to.” 

“I timber, I farm. I lease it out. I have hunting land.” 

Landowner views of their woodlands 

Roper Public Affairs & Media, 2008 



● High property taxes 
● Keeping land intact for future 

generations
● Trespassing
● Insects or diseases

“I don’t have a crystal ball. I have strong ties to the 
land because of my parents and I want to see it 
forward to the next generation, but lives change 
and I don’t know what the future holds.” - landowner

National Woodland Owner Survey, USFS, 2013 ;
FPWG and AFF Brand Owner - Woodland Owner Summit, 2016

Top Concerns



Most family forest owners 
are active with their land 

Common 
Activities
● Harvest Trees (Personal)
● Reduce Invasive Plants
● Improve Wildlife Habitat
● Trail Work
● Harvest Trees (Commercial)
● Reduce Fire Hazard
● Reduced Insects
● Controlled Burn

National Woodland Owner Survey, USFS, 2013 



Landowners who 
are harvesting are 

doing more for 
wildlife

AFF, 2018

Percentage of family forest owners who 
have harvested or thinned and taken 

action to improve wildlife habitat



Management plans can help 
protect forests, but the majority 
of family woodland owners do 

not have formal plans.



Limited 
engagement

● Only 20% of  family forest 
owners have received some 
kind of forest management 
advice 

● Around 12% of owners have 
written management plans

● Less than 5% of family 
forests are certified 

 US Forest Service, 2016



Although most family woodland 
owners do not use formal programs, 
many have a stewardship mindset 

and are willing to listen to the 
advice of professionals



Key variables for further 
engagement

Reasons 
for 

Owning 
Land

Size of 
the Land 
Holding

Inherit or 
Purchase 

Land 

Reside 
on Land 

Value on 
Farming 

National Woodland Owner Survey, USFS, 2013



Engagement Programs 



American Forest Foundation works with 
family woodland owners 

● AFF  has online tools for family owners 
to promote various amenities of forests 
like wildlife and managing invasive 
species

● The American Tree Farm System (ATFS)  
emphasizes impacts on water, wildlife, 
recreation, and wood working through 
a network of forest landowners and 
other groups and offers certification.
 



FSC®  Family 
Forests Program 

offers group 
Certification for 

Family Woodland 
owners



SFI fiber sourcing certification 
helps landowners achieve 

economic value from their forests 
while considering the 

environmental benefits SFI Fiber 
Sourcing 
Standard





Meeting Goals



Working with family woodland owners 
can provide sustainable fiber supply 

while supporting positive 
environmental and social benefits 



Supports family woodland 
owners in improving bird 
habitat, working with:

Domtar , 2017



The Sappi Forestry 
program is helping 

family forest owner, Bill 
Randall, sustainably 

manage the 300-acre 
forest he inherited 

from his father. 

Sappi NA, Sustainability Report, 2016



SFI Fiber Sourcing Impacts

Landowner Outreach through SFI 
Implementation Committees

SFI logger training is now over 94% 
of the supply going to mills

SFI, 2018



Brandowners and landowners have an 
opportunity to work together to ensure 

responsible forest management and tell this 
story to the marketplace 



Takeaways



Family forest owners are the largest forest owner group in the U.S. 
and the largest source of commercial forest products

Family forest owners tend to value amenity values like wildlife, family 
legacy or recreation higher than commercial value

Most family owners do take action to manage their lands but do not 
commonly get advice from professionals

Programs to engage family forest owners are available as key tools, like 
Forest in Focus, SFI fiber sourcing and ATFS

Better engaging with family owners provides a marketplace and 
environmental opportunity 

Key Takeaways



Tips for Action
Know your supply chain, and that if sourcing in the U.S. you are 
likely sourcing from family forest owners

Explore available programs to engage family forest owners on 
sustainability assurances, knowing that traditional certification may 
not always be the best option

Communicate to family forest owners your shared interest in 
environmental outcomes 

Help communicate the story of responsible management among  
family forest owners you source from to build trust and 
transparency in the marketplace



Next Webinar: 
Water, Climate Change 
& Biodiversity  

November 29, 2018



Tristanne.Davis@greenblue.org

Tom.Pollock@greeenblue.org 

Thank you! 

Other GreenBlue Forest Products work:

mailto:Tristanne.Davis@greenblue.org
mailto:Tom.Pollack@greeenblue.org
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