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Open-ended question, but anticipate responses that relate to activities or purposes 
that the church engages in to take the gospel to people in other cultures.  

[Next slide]
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There are many advantages to this kind of structure and order, but some inherent 
weaknesses, as well.  For example... 

Q:  What kind of implication are there for how we think about “mission” in this 
approach to thinking about theology?
• It is almost an after-thought, coming at the end of the subject
• It is listed as the last of various aspects of the church’s activity, suggesting that (a) 

it is one of many things the church does, and (b) secondary in importance to the 
other things that are listed that emphasize the church’s ministry amongst its 
people.

à It is no wonder that the typical perspective on “mission” in the church is that it is 
one of many activities that the church engages in, and it is secondary and optional 
for individual Christians.  

à In fact, some don’t even think of it as something the church engages in, but rather 
something that the church sponsors that other institutions engage in (i.e., mission 
agencies).  That is, individual Christians are called to it, but not the local church per 
se, making it even more secondary and optional for individual Christians.  
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However, increasingly, in theological circles across all church traditions in the last 60 
years, scholars have come to associate “mission” not primarily with what the church 
does but with who God is. That is, mission (as a theological concept) is first-and-
foremost an expression of the nature of God that informs, in turn, how God relates to 
everything in creation.  This, then, gives shape to the formation of the church and its 
purpose in the world.

In other words, “mission” is more properly located in “Theology Proper” (doctrine of 
God), which then informs our “Ecclesiology” (what the church is and therefore what 
the church does).  In this view, mission is not one of many activities of the church, 
but central to the life and activity of God and therefore central to the life and 
activity of God’s people. 

And this view is the basis for another buzz word you may have heard:  a “missional 
church.” 
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2: The Father sending the Son, and the Father and Son sending the Spirit into the 
world.  Thus, the term was about God and his redemptive initiative, not us and what 
we are doing (Tennent 2010, 54).
3:  Tennent 2010, 54.
4:  Clearly, only some Christians do that, and it is not something that local churches 
engage in directly.  Hence, our modern perceptions of the concept.
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Intrinsic:  it belongs to his very nature

When we say ”God is a missionary God,” we do NOT mean that God is only 
“missionary” circumstantially—that is, it is something that he does, but not part of 
his intrinsic nature—it’s “secondary” to him, outside of who he is in his eternal 
nature.

We mean that God’s very character is oriented toward others.
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In other words, God’s eternal plan-–before the creation of the world—was that the 
Son would become a man in order to live, die, and rise again on our behalf so that 
people (whom God planned would choose to rebel and Fall into sin):
• would be redeemed by him, so that he would not only be our Creator, but also our 

Redeemer and Savior... 
• with the result that we would share in his life (”one” with the Father and Son 

through the Spirit, John 17; Father and Son come to make their home in us by the 
Spirit, John 14).
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That is, ”mission” is not a “second step” beyond who God is in and of himself, it is the 
expression of who he is.
God is, truly, a missionary God.

“We cannot go behind God’s apostolic mission in Jesus Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit to find the pristine noneconomic God. It is the nature of his glorious 
majesty that his being already anticipates his movement into the economy before the 
creation of the world” (Flett).  (NOTE:  Flett is discussion the “ontological” and 
“economic” Trinity in this section, for those who are familiar with those systematic 
theology issues.)
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Last bullet:  The church, therefore, is a “sent” people; its very nature and calling is 
missional, defined by God’s mission.

Through all of this it is God who is at work accomplishing his sovereign plans for his 
creation. 
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Quotes from Slide 5:

Jürgen Moltmann:  “It is not the church that has a mission of salvation to fulfill in the 
world; it is the mission of the Son and the Spirit through the Father that includes the 
church” (Mission in the Power of the Spirit, 1977).

David Bosch:  Mission is not primarily an activity of the church, but an attribute of 
God, derived from his very nature, because God is a missionary God (Transforming 
Mission, 1991). 
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• Herman Ridderbos:  God’s mission to establish his kingdom on earth (see Matt. 
6:9-10)—planned from eternity—began with the creation of the world with a view 
to the consummation of all things.

• Geerhardus Vos:  soteriology is a subset of eschatology.

• Gregory Beale:  the mission of God is tied to the full sweep of eschatology through 
the themes of Garden à Tabernacle/Temple à Church à New Heaven/Earth. 
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Sutherland:  the missio Dei is about God’s eternal, cosmic plan to share the agape love expressed amongst the members of the 
Trinity with the whole of the created order in harmony with God (Sutherland 2005:5). 

Joy to the World
No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found
Far as, far as the curse is found
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Q:  What do you notice from these various versions of the Great Commission?  
What strikes you in light of the “Doctrine of God”?

! Important Point: To participate in “mission” is to participate in the movement of 
God’s love toward people.

! Important Point: We’re not left to do this mission out of our own resources.  
God’s empowerment through the Holy Spirit is not empowerment in general; it is not 
power for our own self-actualization.  
God empowers His people precisely for the purpose of engaging in His mission. (John 
20:22; Matt 28:20; Luke 24:49)

… you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
(Acts 1:8)
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