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God has many goals for why he does things, but none are more ultimate than this.  All 
other goals are means to this end.  

7



“Glory” is translated from the Hebrew word kabôd, which comes from the verb root 
meaning “to be heavy.”  
Thus, in the Hebrew mind, a person’s importance was thought of in terms of 
“weightiness.”

It is translated from the Greek word doxa, from the verb root meaning “to think,” 
referring to the opinion the person holds about himself or to what others think of 
him; i.e., his reputation.

Both the Hebrew and Greek terms essentially refer to the importance of the person.

Because God IS ultimately glorious, everything should EXPRESS glory (honor, praise) 
to him.

Let’s very briefly survey what God pursues in all of His works—the purpose behind 
everything He does.
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DISCUSS:  What could God give us that would prove him to be most loving towards 
us?

Himself!  

We tend to want God to give us stuff… things other than himself.  Blessings of God, to 
be sure, but not God himself:  successful career, loving family, good health, wealth, 
etc.  If he blesses us with this stuff, we think he loves us.  If he doesn’t, he must be 
mad at us.

But God is glorious, in part, because he seeks the satisfaction of his people in what is 
ultimately glorious.  Why would we want God to encourage us to express our highest 
love and adoration, to find our highest satisfaction and pleasure, in something that 
wasn’t infinitely worthy and beautiful?  Piper explains:  “… we do not turn God’s self-
exaltation into love by demanding that God cease to be God.  Instead, we must come 
to see that God is love precisely because he relentlessly pursues the praises of his 
name in the hearts of his people.”  
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We’ve talked about the first and we’ve suggested the second and third.

Let’s think more about the third one... [next slide]
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The psalm begins by affirming the glory of God. 

And while reflecting on God’s glory expressed through the massive scope of creation, 
David is utterly baffled by the fact that God is mindful of us.

But the fact that God created us (alone!) as his image-bearers and crowned us with 
glory and honor and entrusted to us the privilege of representing the reign and rule 
of his kingdom on earth as it is in heaven... All that leads him to worship and glorify 
God even more!

Our problem is that the essence of our “fallenness” is that this status as the crowing 
point of creation representing God was not enough for us.  We wanted to be 
supreme; we wanted everything to be about us.
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What does it mean to try to “be like God”?
We forfeited the glory God created us with by trying to establish our own glory 
independent from God’s gift.
We are seeking glory in any place we can find it apart from our relationship with God.
This is the essence of idolatry.  

As a result, we are all burdened with an instinctive search for that unknown quality 
that will satisfy us.  
All our efforts to to find praise, power, and pleasure are simply pursuits of counterfeit 
glory.

What does it mean to “fall short of the glory of God”?
It doesn’t mean that we were supposed to be as glorious as God!  In light of Rom 
1:23, it seems to mean that we don’t acknowledge God’s glory.  We exchange it for 
something of far lesser value.  The very essence of sin is not putting supreme value 
on the glory of God.  
• Romans is clear that NONE of us glorify God the way we ought.  We have held the 

glory of God in contempt.  
• None of us has trusted God the way we should.  None has shown Him the 

20



gratitude we ought.  
• We have trusted in ourselves.  We have taken credit for His gifts.  
• We have rejected His authority because we think we know better.  
• We have placed idols in His place in the affections of our heart and the driving 

force of our lives.

And for this idolatrous misplacement of value, Scripture says we are condemned by 
the justice of God.

Nevertheless, God has made a way to save us from this terrible problem…
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Christ in you... 
Coming into a personal, life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ, resulting in his 
indwelling presence.  

Identity in Christ...
Supremely loved
Declared righteous
Guilt and shame is taken away
We have nothing to prove—we are worth so much to God that he would send his Son 
for us
etc.
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