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Stability/firmness of the Word:  Illustration.  It’s like knowing where the rocks are in a 
lake or bay while you’re boating.  To ignore that reality is to break your boat upon the 
rocks.  It doesn’t matter what you “want” to do with your boat or what you wish was 
the case.  Wisdom (and pleasure while boating) only happens when you understand 
what is firm and adjust your life to it.
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MATT 28:  The scope of our commission to make disciples is “all nations.”  

ACTS 1:  That doesn’t apply just to other parts of the world, other countries.  Jesus 
explains that it begins right where we are, in our “Jerusalem.”  It includes our region:  
“Judea,” including those nearby from other cultures:  “Samaria.”  And ultimately all 
the nations of the earth.  à Across the street, over the tracks, and around the world.  

But notice in Acts 1:8 that this is not so much a command as much as it is who we 
are.  Not first-and-foremost an activity—one of many important things we should do; 
it is our identity—we ARE witnesses (and so we do witnessing).  

As disciples of Jesus, we are not people who “do ministry,” we are ministers.  We are 
not people who “do mission,” we are missionaries—sent ones.

The church is a gospel-shaped missionary community sent for the sake of the world.  
Some other passages that reinforce this identity and calling... 
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14-15:  Gospel grounding.  Our experience of Jesus changes our motivation; we’re 
compelled by his love for us to live for him.

16-17:  We don’t see other people around us the same way anymore; we see them 
through the lens of the gospel.

18-20:  We who have been reconciled to God and given a job/calling to be 
reconcilers; we are ambassadors of Christ sent to the world to offer reconciliation to 
our King.  Being an ambassador is not something you fit in; it is who you are 24/7.  
You’re never “off.” It shapes your life.
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“Identity first” implications:
1.  Must be a lifestyle, and it must shape what we’re already doing.
• Sometimes, when a family hears this call to mission, what they actually hear is that 

they need to “do more things” in order to be on

mission.
• And if the calendar is already full, as it often is, the message to make disciples can 

feel like a heavy burden rather than the easy yoke that
Jesus promises in Matthew 11:30. 

• If your family’s calendar is indeed full, the chances are that your family is coming 

into close, regular contact with those who do not
have faith in Christ. Your son’s soccer team, your daughter’s theater class, your PTA 

meeting, your Gymboree class – these are all mission
fields ripe for the harvest.

• Think in terms of representing Jesus as a lifestyle where you live, work, and play.  

Your kids are actually an asset for the mission, as many of the OUT opportunities in 
my experience have come through connections my kids provide our family—school 

families, activities, neighborhood friends, being in the park watching the kids play 
and talking to other parents, etc.
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2.  The Christian faith is not a series of events, but a way of life.
• We tend to relegate our faith to church-sponsored events (services, groups, 

socials, service projects, etc.).  Subtly and unintentionally we come to think of 
ministry as primarily a series of discrete, individual events, not what we do 
everyday all day long.  

• If you think this way, “calls to mission” are overwhelming because you don’t know 
when you can do it, how to fit it in.  (That’s another issue that should be 
addressed, too.). Mission is a motivation and purpose behind everything you do—
what you’re already doing and (perhaps) some new, intentional things you might 
ought to be doing.
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Hospitality:  Don’t just try to keep them quiet and out of the way; hospitality is 
inviting others into your life.  
• Talk about why you do these things, what their thoughts are about it, engage any 

struggles they have with it.
• Give them jobs to do, before and after, so that they are part of ministering in this 

way.  Cast vision for the missional opportunity behind what they’re doing.
• Coach them on how to have conversations with guests.

10



11



1. As you go about your daily lives, you will encounter others who are less fortunate 
than you. Children are usually eager to be on mission to those in need, and 
parents need to encourage and support this godly desire.  
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This includes explaining different lifestyle choices, values, or priorities when 
appropriate—why we do what we do, and how to think about differences with family 
members.
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REMEMBER:  (1) Model and (2) Pray with and for à Let your kids see you doing this, 
and include them in it as they are able.
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It just takes a few minutes to write some thoughtful words to someone.

17



18



19


