Minefield: When Work Becomes Difficult

· [bookmark: _GoBack]How do I navigate through a toxic boss, or a toxic environment, at work? (and other questions)
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the realm of the dead, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.	Ecclesiastes 9:10
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.	Colossians 3:23-24
Work in and of itself is difficult, because . . . 

Work becomes fruitless
“What do we mean when we say work is fruitless?  We mean that, in all our work, we will be able to envision far more than we can accomplish, both because of a lack of ability and because of resistance in the environment around us.”  (Timothy Keller, Every Good Endeavor, pg. 82)
“Just because you cannot realize your highest aspirations in work does not mean you have chosen wrongly, or are not called to your profession, or that you should spend your life looking for the perfect career that is devoid of frustration.  That would be a fruitless search for anyone.  You should expect to be regularly frustrated in your work even though you may be in exactly the right vocation.”  (Keller, pg. 87)

Work becomes pointless
“That is, while many workers are frustrated by unconsummated skills and unfulfilled aspirations, many others experience no satisfaction or fulfillment in their work even when they have realized their aspirations and become successful.”  (Keller, pg. 91)
“In short, even if your work is not fruitless, it is ultimately pointless if life ‘under the sun’ is all there is.”  (Keller, pg. 96)
“Tranquility without toil will not bring us satisfaction; neither will toil without tranquility.  There will be both toil and tranquility.”  (Keller, pg. 107)

Work becomes selfish
“Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next man.  We say people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-looking but they are not.  They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others.”  (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, quoted by Keller, pg. 112)
“It is often hard to get Christians to see that God is willing not just to use men and women in ministry, but in law, in medicine, in business, in the arts.  This is the great shortfall today.”  (Keller, pg. 115)

Work reveals our idols
“He [Martin Luther] defined idolatry as looking to some created thing to give you what only God can give you.”  (Keller, pg. 128)
“It could be argued that everything we do wrong—every cruel action, dishonest word, broken promise, self-centered attitude—stems from a conviction deep in our souls that there is something more crucial to our happiness and meaning than the love of God.”  (Keller, pg. 130)
“So the modern idol of individualism has tended to raise work from being a good thing to being nearly a form of salvation.  At the same time, the modern idols of reason and empiricism intensified the work experience by creating a pressure for higher production than had ever been applied before.”  (Keller, pg. 139)
“Since there is no longer any dominant vision of healthy human life or good human society, we are left with nothing but individual competition for personal success and power.”  (Keller, pg. 144)

A View From the Gulag
“Even with his body abused and aching, Shukhov feels a stab of pride in his ability to build a wall of bricks with a fine, even line.  As the guards muster the prisoners to march back to camp, Shukhov takes one final look at his work.  ‘Not so bad!’ he thinks.  Then ‘he ran up and looked the wall over from right to left.  He had an eye like a mason’s level.   It was straight.  His hands had skill in them yet.’  Even in the harshest of circumstances, work is still a gift of God that imparts a sense of personal fulfillment and useful service.  (Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live?, pg. 395, quoting from Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s novel One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich)

When Should I Quit My Job?
Do I ask God when I should be moving on?
· Prayer for the situation: Do I need to quit because it got hard?
· Sharing with others around the situation: Fellowship is key, coming back to the fundamentals of Christian living. We alone cannot see all angles but we see better if we have others weighing in.
· Asking the Lord to lead us in the way we would go and for opportunities that you can consider
How can I be sure if my move is right?
· There is no perfect job on earth; in heaven, sure!
· Being missional removes the burden of any “job” being “perfect”, but helps you to accomplish His perfect will
· Joseph as a slave or as a prisoner was never perfect, but it was where God wanted him to be and he was being sanctified to be a prince of Egypt

Fourfold test for a career change
“First, have you lost your passion and sense of call in your current job?
“Second, I don’t encourage anyone to simply quit their day job to go pursue a dream without some validation that they will be successful.
“Third, whether you are single, or especially if you are married and your family depends on your income, I recommend a year of cash be set aside if possible to lessen the financial pressure in the transition year.
“Fourth, do you have the endorsement of those close to you?”  (Joe Kessler, Smart Money With Purpose, pgs. 50-51)

Takeaways from this course
· I learned that ___________
· I was convicted that ____________
· I was surprised that ____________
· I was encouraged that _____________
· I am excited that ______________
· I plan to _______________
“Remember, to learn and not to do is really not to learn.  To know and not to do is really not to know.  (Stephen R. Covey)

A Final Word of Encouragement
“Whatever you are seeking in your work—the city of justice and peace, the world of brilliance and beauty, the story, the order, the healing—it is there.  There is a God, there is a future healed world that he will bring about, and your work is showing it (in part) to others.”  (Timothy Keller, Every Good Endeavor, pg. 15)
May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands.	Psalm 90:17
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