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GOD’S MISSION & YOU



GOD IS A MISSIONARY GOD

It is remarkable that God invites us to join him in his mission! We 
were designed for this. No counterfeit purpose for your life can 

substitute for the joy, hope, and significance that come from being 
an active participant with God for his kingdom. This is about 

relationship—with God and others—and a purpose worthy of giving 
your life to. 



GOD IS A MISSIONARY GOD

• This class explores our place in God’s mission by summarizing 
some of the key themes from the Perspectives on the World 
Christian Movement course hosted by GRC last fall.

• Our desire is to help equip us to live out our Vision & Values as 
followers of Christ in the world to “glorify God and make him 
known” (GRC Purpose Statement) by summarizing some of the 
key lessons from the Perspectives on the World Christian 
Movement course recently hosted by GRC. In this way, it will 
extend and make accessible some of the key lessons from this 
course to the wider congregation. 



GOD IS A MISSIONARY GOD

Our goal is three-fold:

1. Understanding: more GRC people will increasingly understand their faith in 
light of God’s global kingdom mission

2. Discipleship: participants will actively, intentionally, and consistently engage 
in at least one aspect of being a global Christian: learning, praying, 
welcoming, mobilizing, sending, going

3. Recruiting: participants will be motivated to take the Perspectives class in 
the future



GOD IS A MISSIONARY GOD

Course Outline
• Lesson 1 God is a Missionary God (Steve Hoogerhyde)

• Lesson 2 The Story of God’s Glory (Steve Hoogerhyde)

• Lesson 3 The Story of God’s Glory Across Time and Around the World 
(Steve Sage)

• Lesson 4 Building Bridges Across Cultures (Steve Sage)

• Lesson 5 Being a World Christian (Steve Hoogerhyde)
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God Is A Missionary God

Four parts of the Biblical story:

• Creation Genesis 1-2
• Fall Genesis 3-11
• Redemption Genesis 12-Revelation 20
• Restoration Revelation 21-22



GOD IS A MISSIONARY GOD

“The entire Bible traces the journey from the original creation to the 
new creation, from humanity’s rebellion against the Creator to God’s 
provision of redemption in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The story of the Bible is therefore also the story of God’s mission to 
bring sinful humanity back to himself and to restore it to its original 
state of living in communion with him.”  (Andreas J. Köstenberger)
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The Purpose of God’s Mission

Key Verses: Genesis 12:1-3

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you.
2 “I will make you into a great nation,

and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,

and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.”



GOD IS A MISSIONARY GOD

Immediate Fulfillment

• Isaac, Jacob, 12 sons of Jacob 
• Possession of promised land
• Gentiles brought into covenant community (Rahab, Ruth)

Intermediate Fulfillment
• Children of Abraham by faith in Christ (Romans 4)
• With Christ we are heirs of the universe (I Cor. 3:21-23)
• Blessing of salvation extended to Gentiles (Galatians 3)

Ultimate Fulfillment

• Great unnumbered multitude from all nations on earth will inherit
o the new earth 
o blessing forevermore
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The People of God’s Mission
Key Verses:  Exodus 19:3-6

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and 
said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to 
tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 
carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully 
and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

• Treasured possession: God’s jewels (see Malachi 3:17)

• Kingdom of priests: God’s intercessors and servants

• Holy nation: God’s ambassadors
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The People of God’s Mission

Peter uses the same expressions to describe the Gentile believers: “But you are 
a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.” (I Peter 2:9)

• Special possession: God’s jewels (see Malachi 3:17)

• Royal priesthood: God’s intercessors and servants

• Holy nation: God’s ambassadors
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The Proclamation of God’s Mission
Key verses: The Prophets

• Through Elijah, a Gentile widow in Zarephath comes to faith ( I Kings 17)
• Through Elisha, a Syrian general (Naaman) comes to faith (II Kings 5)
• Through Daniel, God speaks to four foreign kings: Nebuchadnezzar, 

Belshazzar, Darius, Cyrus
• Through Obadiah, God speaks to the nation of Edom
• Through Jonah and Nahum, God speaks to the nation of Assyria
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The Proclamation of God’s Mission

• “Jonah as the individual servant of the Lord represents the whole nation 
called to be God’s servant.”  (Edmund Clowney)

• “But rather than representing a model missionary, he [Jonah] serves as an 
example of Israel’s lack of concern for the spiritual well-being of the other 
nations.”  (Andreas J. Köstenberger)

• “If Jonah represents the entire nation of Israel in a certain sense, then it is 
also true that Nineveh represents the entire world of the Gentiles in a certain 
sense.”  (Bryan Estelle)
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The Proclamation of God’s Mission

Key verses: Galatians 3:8-9, 14

8 Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced 
the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9
So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

14 He [Christ] redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit.
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God’s mission has not changed.  His purpose to bless the 
nations has been from the beginning.  His desire to have a 
people for his own possession has never wavered.  And his 
proclamation of the gospel has been consistent: salvation 
and blessing comes only through Jesus Christ, for both Jew 

and Gentile.  

God’s mission will not fail.
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Summary
The God of History history is not random but purposeful, with Jesus 
Christ as its ultimate figure

The God of Covenant God makes and keeps all his promises to his people

The God of Blessing God’s attitude toward his people is positive, 
enriching, and leads to salvation

The God of Mercy the redeemed will be an international and countless throng

The God of Mission God’s purpose is that we, the new Israel, go to the 
nations with the gospel
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Reactions and Feedback

• What questions or comments do you have?

• What does the fact that God is a missionary God mean?

• Has this changed your perspective on missions, or on the story of the Bible?  
How?  In what way(s)?

• How can you share that God is a Missionary God?  In what ways can you 
participate in missions?


