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BEING A WORLD CHRISTIAN

Quick Review
• Purpose of course: Help equip us to live out our 

Vision & Values as followers of Christ in the world to 
“glorify God and make him known” (GRC Purpose 
Statement) by summarizing key lessons learned from 
the “Perspectives on the World Christian Movement” 
course
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What have we seen so far?
• God is the first and primary missionary, and He calls us 

to join him
• God’s passion for His own glory is a primary motivation 

for missions
• God works for His glory throughout time and throughout 

the world
• God is building bridges of love across cultures
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Today’s Questions:
How can we join with God in His mission?  

How can we be passionate for God’s glory?  

What is our place in His purpose?  

Specifically, how can we be involved in world 
missions?
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A Word About Witnessing
“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord,

“and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me

and understand that I am he.
Before me no god was formed,

nor will there be one after me.
I, even I, am the Lord,

and apart from me there is no savior.
I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—

I, and not some foreign god among you.
You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God.”  (Isaiah 43:10-12)

I have never seen myself as a spokesman.  I am a witness.
James Baldwin
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”  (Acts 1:8)

• “Many Christians have interpreted those words as to witness, rather than be
a witness.  They see Christ’s commission as an activity rather than a description 
of our core identity … and a source of enormous pressure and guilt when they 
fail.”

• “Our first calling is to be a witness.  That is our very nature, our character as 
people saved and made holy by God.  But included within that calling is the 
duty to proclaim a witness of who God is and what He has done.”

Charles Colson & Ellen Vaughn
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Coram Deo, coram populo

• “The Great Commission itself gives us two of the key hallmarks of our witness.  The 
first has to do with when we witness.  The verb tense of the Great Commission is literally, 
‘as you are going, make disciples.’  As you go. All the time.  That means evangelism is not 
a set of formulas, techniques, or memorized scenarios.  Evangelism is a consequence of 
holy living, of our own personal passion for Christ, and naturally flows out of our 
everyday activities, as we are going about them.” Charles Colson & Ellen Vaughn

• “We must show the world that Christianity is more than a private belief, more than 
personal salvation.  We must show that it is a comprehensive life system that answers all 
of humanity’s age-old questions: Where did I come from?  Why am I here?  Where am I 
going?  Does life have any meaning and purpose?” Charles Colson & Nancy Pearcey
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In the Words of Miles Davis, So What?

What does Perspectives have to do with me?  I’m not going to be a missionary!

Ask yourself:  

• What is God’s purpose [mission] and desire [glory], and where is my place in 
those?

• How has God prepared and equipped me?
• What resources, opportunities, and relationships has God given to me?
• How can I live missionally?
• And what do you mean by being a “world Christian”?
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Six Ways to Be a World Christian
þLearning
üPraying
ýWelcoming
þMobilizing
üSending
ýGoing



BEING A WORLD CHRISTIAN

Learning
¨Take the Perspectives course when it is offered again
¨Ask someone on the Missions Committee about the 

mission works we support
¨Read a book on missions or a missionary biography 
¨Go to www.mtw.org to learn about the PCA’s Mission to 

the World efforts
¨Go to www.joshuaproject.net to learn about unreached 

people groups

http://www.mtw.org/
http://www.joshuaproject.net/
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Praying
� Begin praying regularly for unreached people groups; see 

www.go31.org
� Choose a specific unreached people group and become a regular 

intercessor for them
� Find out which missionaries we support and begin praying regularly 

for one or all of them
� Pray that God would make you more aware of opportunities to be a 

witness in your daily life
� Pray that God would make you aware of immigrants and 

international students in our area

http://www.go31.org/
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Welcoming
H Volunteer with The Open Door NJNY to teach English to immigrant 

families
H Join the ladies at GRC who have befriended a number of Turkish 

women
H Befriend international students at any of the local colleges or 

universities
H Invite an international student to your home for a meal
H Invite an international student to a worship service at GRC
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Mobilizing
Â Work to increase GRC’s outreach efforts to local international 

students
Â Help with and attend the upcoming Missions Conference at GRC
Â Mobilize your Growth Group to support a specific missionary or 

mission work
Â Convince a friend to take the next Perspectives class with you
Â Promote missions in your family devotions and worship time
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Sending
� Begin or increase your contributions to the GRC Missions Fund
� Consider supporting other missionaries, mission works as well
� Send letters to encourage the missionaries GRC is supporting
� Send gift/care packages to the missionaries GRC is supporting
� Encourage your children to consider short- or long-term 

missions
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Going
b Go on a short-term mission trip
b Investigate opportunities with Mission to the World (see their web 

site)
b Consider being a tentmaker, using your occupation to share the 

gospel overseas
b Start a Bible study for international students on a local 

college/university campus
b Go on a Vision Trip through Mission to the World (see their web site)



BEING A WORLD CHRISTIAN

Takeaways From This Course
� I learned that ___________

� I was convicted that ____________

� I was surprised that ____________

� I was encouraged that _____________

� I am excited that ______________

� I plan to _______________

“Remember, to learn and not to do is really not to learn.  To know and not to do
is really not to know.  (Stephen R. Covey)


