






Note:  Responses to opening discussion question last week... When asked: “What 
have been some of the biggest challenges for living the Christian life since the 
pandemic began?” no one mentioned anything related to “mission”; all responses 
related to personal spirituality or fellowship/isolation.  

It suggests that we do not think of mission as central to the “Christian life,” but 
extraneous, secondary, optional.  That is not the biblical view.  Up, In, and Out all go 
together.  God blesses us to be a blessing, saves us to send us, reconciles us to 
become ambassadors of reconciliation, etc.  



Are expectations are important for how we think about things.  The “model” we have in our 
heads about the situation we find ourselves in will go a long way in determining how we 
approach the questions concerning how to faithfully live in the world while not being part of 
it.  

Denis Haack is the editor of a journal called Critique.  It’s purpose is to help Christians 
develop a thoughtful, biblical worldview and to think critically and with discernment about our 
culture.  

He’s written a series of articles in which he proposes a model for Christians in America 
today as they relate to our cultural context.  The model he proposes we adopt is that of 
living in exile.  He argues that in an increasingly postmodern culture, the biblical texts 
which tell the story of God’s people living in exile provide significant parallels to our own 
experience and therefore can inform the way we relate to our own culture today.  They can 
help us learn what it means to be faithful as we live in the midst of an unbelieving world.

What’s that story?  Well, in 597 BC, the Babylonian army marched into Jerusalem and 
carried off thousands of Israelites, forcing them to walk hundreds of miles through the desert 
to live in Babylon.  God had warned Israel for decades of this possibility due to their 
apostasy to his covenant, and because they did not heed the warnings of God’s prophets, it 
eventually came to pass.  As a result, many of God’s people found themselves living in a 
foreign land as a minority, disenfranchised people among people who did not share their 
deepest convictions.  













● What is significant about what verse 9 says is true about who we are? (God’s people, 
using the same language as was given to OT Israel in Exodus 19 at Mount Sinai.)

● What does it say about God’s purpose for who we are? (THAT we may declare his 
praises; given the Bible-wide context, especially in the Book of Psalms, we declare his 
praises before the nations so that they can join us in worship; it is both worship and 
missional.)

● What does verse 11 say is true about who we are? (Foreigners and exiles / strangers 
and aliens... This world is not our home; we are in the world but not of the world; we are 
ultimately and primarily citizens of heaven, our national citizenship is secondary to our faith 
citizenship; our worldly allegiances are secondary and subject to our allegiance to our 
heavenly King and his kingdom.)

● What application does Peter give us of this identity (foreigners and exiles)?  How 
does it relate to what Jesus says about us being salt and light (Matt 5)? (Same 
application as salt/light:  live in such a way that we point people to God; missional vision for 
our lives, even in a hostile world when we are not “at home” like we may have felt in a 
Christendom context.)



Many possible legitimate reflections, including:

(1) We should not be surprised by the differences in “Babylonian’s” values from the 
values of God’s people:
● Media.  We may disagree strongly with the beliefs and values expressed in movies 

and on TV, but we should not be surprised that Babylonians produce films that reflect 
the beliefs and values of Babylon instead of Jerusalem.

● Morals. Different values relating to sex, life goals, definitions of success, 
consumerism, etc.

(2) It clarifies why reacting negatively to Babylonian culture is often 
counterproductive.  Christians are often perceived to be judgmental and intolerant by non-
Christians when we condemn people who don’t agree with our values and beliefs.  When we 
are defined by reacting in these ways when Babylonians do what Babylonians will do, we 
erect walls between them and us rather than creating ways to enter their lives with love and 
friendship as we invite them into the kingdom community.  It’s much easier to be angry, 
threatened, and reactionary when we are surrounded by people who don’t share our 
deepest convictions.  But when we do this, we short-circuit our opportunity to be a picture of 
what God’s kingdom is all about.  It also fuels our tendencies toward self-righteousness.

(3) We can no longer operate from a position of power, but must follow Christ in loving 
a lost world from a position of weakness.  In this way, our approach will more closely 
resemble the approach of the early church as it suffered and was persecuted while 
attempted to reach a powerful, pagan, Roman culture.



(4) We should see these differences as opportunities.  Every missionary diligently looks 
for (a) windows into understanding the culture they are trying to reach and (b) points of 
contact in order to discuss the big questions of life.  We should learn to speak in the 
language of the culture and express the ideas, values, and beliefs of Jerusalem in ways that 
Babylonians can understand (while being discerning and avoiding accommodating to pagan 
values and perspectives).



Taken from Ed Stetzer, “4 Responses to Cultural Change” 
(https://edstetzer.com/blog/4-responses-to-cultural-change).

Conform.  What’s wrong with conforming to the world?  (It’s blatantly unfaithful!  
The message of the gospel is necessarily counter-cultural and offensive to the human 
heart.  So we shouldn’t be surprised by tension with the culture.)

Check Out.  What’s wrong with checking out?  (Jesus specifically prayed that his 
Father wouldn’t take his followers out of the world but would protect them while they 
were sent into it, cf. John 17:15-18).





Taken from Ed Stetzer, “4 Responses to Cultural Change” 
(https://edstetzer.com/blog/4-responses-to-cultural-change).

Conform.  What’s wrong with conforming to the world?  (It’s blatantly unfaithful!  
The message of the gospel is necessarily counter-cultural and offensive to the human 
heart.  So we shouldn’t be surprised by tension with the culture.)

Check Out.  What’s wrong with checking out?  (Jesus specifically prayed that his 
Father wouldn’t take his followers out of the world but would protect them while they 
were sent into it, cf. John 17:15-18).

Combat.  What’s commendable about the intent of “combat”? (It seeks to be an 
agent of change in ungodly society.) What’s wrong with combat?  (It misses the 
heart of Jesus; it sees our enemy as “flesh and blood” (contra Eph. 6:12)—people are 
enemies to be defeated instead of people to be saved.)

Counter. Our desire isn’t to conquer, but to redeem.  It matters what we do, how we 
do it, and why we do it.



Taken from Ed Stetzer, “4 Responses to Cultural Change” 
(https://edstetzer.com/blog/4-responses-to-cultural-change).





The text from the Morning Devotion this morning.  When everything seems to be shaking and 
uncertain, God is still in control “holding the pillars” of the world firmly according to his plan.



Nebuchadnezzar, after God restored his sanity, praises God for what he learned about him 
during his “trial” (God’s discipline for his arrogance and rebellion).  God has providential control 
over the world.  He does as he pleases.  

The point:  God has a purpose for a global pandemic.  He probably has a myriad of different 
purposes.  I don’t presume to know all that God is doing, but we can affirm that:

1. He is not surprised
2. The world is not out of his control
3. He has a purpose
4. Part of that purpose is surely to renew the church and advance his kingdom
5. We ought to be exploring what it could look like for us to be faithful during this time (rather 

than hunkering down and seeking to wait for a return to normal)





A time of disruption can be an important opportunity to return to the basics.  
What is most important?  What is our job?  Why are we doing what we’re doing?

The story is told of NFL legend Vince Lombardi gathering the Green Bay Packers after a 
rare loss in which they were heavily favored to win.  He began practice by saying, 
“Gentlemen.  This is a football.”  He then took the team back to why they sacrificed together 
and went to play each week.  Back to the basics.  



How might you/we be able to help?

We’re not looking for definitive answers tonight, but simply to get the process started of 
thinking about how we can live as salt and light during this time.








