






1. GOSPEL-CENTERED BIBLICAL TRUTH
We rest and rejoice in Jesus for our significance and security, and look to His power 
to change us and to make all things right, as guided by His truth, revealed in 
Scripture.

2. AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY
We seek to be a community for real people with real stresses and life challenges, who 
faithfully worship God together, lovingly care for each other, and mercifully reach out 
to those in need.

3. KINGDOM REPRODUCTION
We join God in His mission to make disciples through evangelism, facilitating spiritual 
growth, developing leaders, planting churches, and participating in cross-cultural and 
global missions.

4. ETHNIC DIVERSITY
We celebrate that the gospel is for every nation, tribe, people, and language, and we 
foster a community in which everyone is welcome.

5. CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT
Heeding the words of Jesus that we are not of the world but are sent into the world, 
we seek to speak the truth in love as we engage with contemporary issues in culture 



and society.



This course seeks to help equip us to live out our Vision & Values as followers of 
Christ in the world to “glorify God and make him known” (GRC Purpose 
Statement). It will flesh out various aspects for how to live out our Core Values of 
“Gospel-centered Biblical Truth,” “Kingdom Reproduction,” and “Cultural 
Engagement.”  Having experienced the gospel and its blessings for us personally, we 
want to explore  how the gospel shapes us to be “gospel people” who join God in his 
kingdom mission in this world. 



It’s hard to know how to do that in 2020!  Most of us have never experienced such a 
disruptive year in our lives. (Although brothers and sisters around the world and 
throughout history certainly have!) How do we represent Jesus in a post-Christian, 
politically polarized, global pandemic? What does “missional living” look like for 
us, specifically, at this time in history and in this place? 









Salt (13).  Primarily used as a preservative but also for seasoning.  What does that 
suggest about the role followers of Jesus fulfill in God’s purposes for his 
world? (They help hinder the world’s corruption or decay.  They are to influence the 
world for good.)

Light (14). Jesus’ disciples have the kingdom life within them as a living testimony to 
those in the world who do not yet have the light.
let your light shine... your good deeds (16). The world will see the light of the 
kingdom through the good works done by Jesus’ disciples (and believers today), with 
the result that the Father who is in heaven will be glorified.

So how would you summarize what these verses are saying about who we are, 
as believers?
How would you summarize what they say about what we are called to do?

There is a warning here if we don’t take that calling seriously.  If our purpose as “salt” 
is to... What happens if we aren’t salty or if we hide our lamp under a bowl so it 
doesn’t illuminate the room?  We aren’t fulfilling our purpose.











God could have revealed his purpose for his people in the form of direct commands 
about what he wanted us to do.
Instead, he chose to reveal his purpose in the form of a promise:  one that was both 
personal to Abraham and immensely global: to bless all the families of the earth.

And yet, as we’ll see, Abraham was not to be a passive spectator.  He had a role to 
play, and so do all of God’s people throughout history.  

But what does it suggest that his revealed purpose for us comes primarily in 
terms of a promise of what God will do, rather than a series of commands for 
what we are to do? (God is committed to it and will ensure that it happens; it doesn’t 
ultimately depend on us, but we get the honor and privilege of working with God 
toward God’s ends.)



Who is the true light?



Who does Jesus say is the light here?

How do you think that relates to what we read in John 1?



Do you see a connection between repenting and believing the gospel and 
following Jesus?  If so, what?

What is the stated purpose of Jesus for his disciples?  How does that relate to 
the kingdom of God coming near?



What is the purpose of being a disciple of Jesus, according to this verse?

How does it relate to the verses we have already looked at?



What is the relationship between Jesus’ purpose for his first disciples (The 
Twelve) and every other disciple that would follow them?

In what ways is his purpose for them different from us? The same?



What does Paul tell us in vv 14-15 is the motivation of a disciple?

In vv 18-20, what is our identity as Christians, and what is our calling/activity in 
light of that identity?







What do you think?
How do you feel about that?

How does God’s promise to fulfill his purpose give you perspective on our 
calling today?
(He’s just as committed to fulfilling it as he ever was; he is no less in control; the end 
of the story hasn’t changed; he has a purpose for us in this chapter of history.)





i.e., How might we need to (1) wake up?  (2) adapt?  (3) be intentional so as to not 
just isolate with a “bunker mentality”?  etc.








