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Have you ever enjoyed a trip but towards the end of your time away, longed for your own bed (and pillow!) 

along with the normal and simple routines of life? You enjoyed the excitement and adventure away. But 

friendship, work, and personal/spiritual growth often thrive best in the ordinary moments of life. 

Despite ongoing and always-changing pandemic challenges in 2021-2022, it felt like “coming home” in a real 

sense. We never stopped “glorifying God and making Him known” (our Purpose), even while live-streaming.  

Gospel-centered BIBLICAL TRUTH (Core Value #1) can be shared through a camera or on a Zoom call, but 

let me tell you, I hope I never again have to preach to an empty sanctuary! Seeing your faces, in the ETHNIC 
DIVERSITY of our church family (another Core Value) represents the nations which will surround the throne of 

the Lamb: it’s a deeply encouraging sight to behold, every single Sunday. Much of that reflects the God-ward 

“UP” orientation of our Mission Statement.  

The return of in-person gatherings re-enabled our rich “IN” orientation. It’s tough to build AUTHENTIC 
COMMUNITY (another Core Value) when you’re not in the same room! And just ask a parent how different 

it is, to drop a child off in class instead of logging on and “watching” Sunday School. Equipping the next 

generation regained momentum with the return of classroom gatherings.  

As for “OUT”? Well, you’ll read how our Diaconate has led us in building new bridges to our community. It’s 

pure joy to see how God has enabled GRC and our ministry partners to “sacrificially invest our personal and 

church resources to advance God’s Kingdom.” And amid economic tough times, both Missions and Mercy 

giving reached all-time highs.  That’s a God-thing! As we look back on an amazing year, join me in praying 

with anticipation about what the Lord will do in and through us in the year to come (and use the back cover 

as a guide). 

Grace be with you,

Coming Home
WE SEEK TO BE A 

COMMUNITY DEFINED 
BY GRACE, COMPELLED 

BY CHRIST’S LOVE TO BRING 
GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION 

TO NORTHERN NJ 
AND BEYOND. 

Our Mission Our Mission 
Transformed disciples live UP, IN, and OUT: cultivating 

relationships with God, one another, and with the world 

to which we are sent. Therefore, we will carry out our 

ministry by:

• PRAYING: Because we join God in His mission,  

we commit to encouraging kingdom-prayer in  

all gatherings. 

• PREPARING: Because transformation occurs through 

discipleship, we will equip individuals and families to 

live up, in, and out where they live, work, and play.

• UP: By cultivating God-glorifying and  

Christ-centered worship.

• IN: By enriching relationships within the body of 

Christ through intentional community, hospitality, 

assimilation of newcomers, and regular play and 

celebration, AND by shaping and equipping 

God’s people so that they increasingly bear the 

likeness of our Savior.

• OUT: By personally and communally engaging 

in evangelism and outreach AND by sacrificially 

investing our personal and church resources to 

advance God’s Kingdom.
• PARTICIPATING: Because disciples are  

ambassadors for Christ, sent for the sake of the 

world, we will engage and partner for community  

and global impact.

Our PurposeOur Purpose
We exist to glorify God and make Him known.

Our VisionOur Vision
To join God in bringing life-changing transformation 

to individuals, families, and communities, wherever we 

live and serve. 

Our ValuesOur Values
1. GOSPEL-CENTERED BIBLICAL TRUTH: We rest and 

rejoice in Jesus for our significance and security, and look 

to His power to change us and to make all things right, as 

guided by His truth, revealed in Scripture.

2. AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY: We seek to be a 

community for real people with real stresses and life 

challenges, who faithfully worship God together,  

lovingly care for each other, and mercifully reach out to 

those in need.

3. KINGDOM REPRODUCTION: We join God in His 

mission to make disciples through evangelism, facilitating 

spiritual growth, developing leaders, planting churches, 

and participating in cross-cultural and global missions.

4. ETHNIC DIVERSITY: We celebrate that the gospel is 

for every nation, tribe, people, and language, and we 

foster a community in which everyone is welcome.

5. CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT:  Heeding the words 

of Jesus that we are not of the world but are sent into the 

world, we seek to speak the truth in love as we engage 

with contemporary issues in culture and society.

Our Core
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The Discipleship Pathway
As you read through these pages, look for the ways that our Discipleship Pathway is 
woven throughout our ministries all year long. As we EXTEND, ENGAGE, ESTABLISH & 
EQUIP, we live out our mission to make disciples here at GRC.

EXTEND

ENGAGE EQUIP

ESTABLISH

Extend
We EXTEND an invite to those who do not know Jesus through 

missional l iving and church events.

Establish
We ESTABLISH our faith by growing in knowledge through Bible study and community. 
Discovery Group • GRC Explored • Growth Groups • Adult Christian Education (ACE)

Men • Women • Young Adults • Youth • Children

Engage
We provide opportunities to ENGAGE with the Gospel and ask questions. 

Christianity Explored • Hope Explored • Life Explored.

Equip
We equip new leaders through deep accountability and continued study. 

Life Groups • Officer Training

Pastoral care. Counseling. Celebrate Recovery.Support along the path
5

Sunday Morning Worship

Adult Christian Education

Over the last year we have experienced greater numbers returning to in-person worship. 
Easter Sunday was a joyous celebration as over 600 people gathered to worship the Risen 
Savior! This was our largest attendance since well before the pandemic.

After times of being physically separated from one 

another, we are even more thankful to enjoy gospel-

rich community together. One of the ways we see 

our Purpose, Vision and Values shared most clearly is 

through our twice a year Grace Stories series. Over 

the past 9 years there have been over 66 stories from 

fellow GRC'ers. These are ordinary people sharing how 

the extraordinary grace of God has changed their lives.  

These stories encourage us as we continue to build 

authentic, Biblical community here at GRC.

ACE classes embody the GRC core values of Gospel-centered Biblical truth, 

authentic community, and cultural engagement. Accordingly, we offer two 

types of classes: biblical/theological, to teach and equip people to understand 

gospel truth, and Christian living, to help people apply that truth to our daily 

lives. Classes this past year included: Theological Foundations for Leaders and 

Tracing the Storyline of the Bible led by Pastor Steve Sage and Elder Steve 

Hoogerhyde. E Pluribus Unum…in Christo: A Gospel-Centered Approach to 

Political Differences led by Elder John Gregory. Parenting: It’s Not What You 

Think facilitated by Children’s Ministry Director Karen Jacobsen.

John ChungJohn Chung
Grace Story Fall 2021

NOTHING DRIVES YOU TO CLING 

TO GOD MORE POWERFULLY THAN 

DESPERATION, HELPLESSNESS AND 

SUFFERING. WHEN I WAS AT RISK OF 

LOSING EVERYTHING IN THIS LIFE, 

I COULD NOT HELP BUT GRASP AT 

THINGS BEYOND LIFE ITSELF.
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In 2021-22 we saw continued growth in our Discipleship 

Pathway with new initiatives, as well as those started in 

years before. We provided ways to engage with non-

Christian friends who are curious about exploring faith 

questions by offering Christianity Explored and Life 

Explored once again in the spring and fall. GRC Explored 

(formerly Inquirer's) saw 35 people join in this one-day 

class to learn more about GRC's Vision and how the 

Gospel, God's mission and the Discipleship Pathway 

related to them. We also began the Discovery Group 

(DG) to introduce newcomers or long-timers not already 

in groups to practical ways to grow as disciples. This first-

step small group will be held three times a year going 

forward for all who are interested.

Adults
Our Vision is to join God in bringing life-changing transformation to individuals, families, 
and our communities. We believe that happens chiefly through discipleship which helps 
us all grow closer to God (UP) in relationship with one another (IN) while joining in God’s 
mission wherever we live, work, and play (OUT).

The Life Group ministry began to multiply its next 

generation of leaders last fall, bringing the total to 9 

groups comprised of 45 participants. Each group was 

led by a trained leader and focused on sharing life for 

personal transformation, deep biblical community, a 

missional lifestyle, and equipping participants to do the 

same in the lives of others. We want to make disciples 

who make disciples. Five new Life Groups began this Fall, 

bringing our total number of Life Groups to 15. 

LIFE GROUPS: 
45 PARTICIPANTS 

IN 9 GROUPS

GRC EXPLORED 
PARTICIPANTS 

FOR 2021-2022: 
35

Discovery Group ParticipantDiscovery Group Participant

DISCOVERY GROUP WAS GREAT 

BECAUSE IT LAID OUT AND 

REINFORCED BASIC PRINCIPLES 

OF THE FAITH FOR DEVELOPING 

A MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIP 

WITH THE LORD. IT ALSO 

PROVIDED A WINDOW INTO 

GRC’S VALUES AND VISION. I 

WOULD RECOMMEND DG TO 

THOSE NEW TO THE FAITH AS 

WELL AS PEOPLE WHO WANT 

A ‘REFRESHER’ COURSE IN 

GROWING AS DISCIPLES.
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WOMEN’S SOCIAL EVENTS:
• LUNCH IN THE PARK

• FATHER-DAUGHTER DESSERT
• COOKIE DECORATING
• HIKE AT CELERY FARM
• SUMMER BOOK CLUB

We saw God continue to work through long-standing 

ministries, as well. Our Growth Groups continued 

to connect singles and marrieds, men and women in 

fellowship around the Word, and our Thursday men’s 

Bible study continued to enable dozens of men to 

connect, encourage one another and study the Word 

together. The women’s Bible studies saw over 50 

women regularly attending throughout the year. 

The ladies also enjoyed numerous fellowship 

gatherings which strengthened existing relationships 

and offered opportunities to extend invites to friends 

not yet connected.

THE MEN’S MEET 
& MEAT WAS A 

FAVORITE EVENT 
ONCE AGAIN!
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In Matthew 18:5 Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me.” In 2021-22, Grace 

Kids had the privilege of welcoming a whole lot more 

than one child in Jesus’ name! In our first fully in-person 

year since 2019, there were many weeks when our 

attendance met or even exceeded pre-pandemic levels. 

For Vacation Bible School this year, we broke our records 

of previous years and had 110 children registered.  

 

It was our faithful team of volunteers that welcomed 

these kids in Jesus’ name. Though our dedicated team 

was about 25% smaller this year than in previous years, 

God blessed their efforts to welcome kids in His name 

and teach them the Gospel. 

 

We look forward to what God will do this coming school 

year. We invite you to join us!

Children’s Ministry

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL & 
KIDS CLUB 

ATTENDANCE:
150

VBS 
REGISTRATION:

110

ROTATING
SUNDAY 

MORNING 
VOLUNTEERS:

75

BIRTH–5TH GRADE
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The past year was such an incredible testament to God’s 

provision and care for our youth. Although the vast 

majority of the year was spent without a youth director, a 

team of committed youth leaders faithfully served week 

in, week out. We also had a team of dedicated youth 

parents help organize the monthly youth activities and 

lead the monthly youth parent prayer meetings.  And we 

praise God for eventually bringing Drew Heftye to lead 

our youth team as Director of Family Discipleship, along 

with Rachel Sang as Youth Ministry Coordinator.

After a year of limited in-person meetings, our youth 

were eager to connect and we saw a greater commitment 

to coming out regularly for the Friday night programs, 

Sunday school classes, monthly youth activities, and mid-

week small groups. Our youth had further opportunities 

to grow in their relationship with God and with one 

another at our youth retreat at Camp Shiloh and through 

a week-long mission experience at JAARS Crossventure 

Village in North Carolina.  

LEADERS FOR 
NEW LIFE FRIDAY & 
SUNDAY SCHOOL:

14

2021-2022 
NEW LIFE FRIDAY 

& SUNDAY 
SCHOOL WEEKLY 

ATTENDANCE:
40-45

Youth Ministry
6TH–12TH GRADES

It’s been encouraging to see our young people take 

a more active part in our church body and serve in 

various ministries - whether it be on the Worship team, 

the Ushering team, Children’s Ministry or helping with 

Father’s Cupboard distribution.  We see a growing desire 

to know the Lord, build friendships, invite their non-

believing friends, study God’s word, and learn what it 

means to follow Christ and be challenged to do so. We 

are excited to see what God will do this year!
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The Mercy Ministry is one of several ministries that the Diaconate oversees, focused on 
demonstrating God’s love and mercy to people in need, both within our GRC family and 
in the surrounding community.

The Diaconate

MERCY 
GIVING:
$162,700

OVER 8,000 
PEOPLE SERVED 

BY FATHER'S 
CUPBOARD IN 

2021-22

YOUR 

GENEROUS GIVING TO THE 

MERCY FUND AND 

YOUR 

WILLINGNESS TO 

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME, 

ARE THE FOUNDATIONS OF 

ALL DIACONAL MINISTRY!

Father’s Cupboard is GRC’s food pantry, serving the 

food-insecure in Bergen and Passiac counties with every-

other Saturday distributions from our warehouse space. 

This unique ministry has grown by leaps and bounds as 

the pandemic and high inflation have impacted many 

families. When GRC took over the Father’s Cupboard 

ministry almost two years ago, we served 100 people. In 

August 2022 alone, we served 620 people! FC is enabling 

us to continue building bridges into the local community.

HE HAS SHOWN YOU, 
O MORTAL, WHAT IS GOOD.
AND WHAT DOES THE LORD 

REQUIRE OF YOU?
TO ACT JUSTLY AND TO 

LOVE MERCY AND TO WALK 
HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD.

Micah 6:8Micah 6:8

We participated in service days, sponsored new staff, 

and provided meals to support students in the 

apprenticeship program.

Participating in Box of Love, Sponsor a Backpack, 

weekly food distributions from our warehouse, and a 

new clothing donation shed in our parking lot brought 

consistent opportunities to support those in need.

GRC continues to support Lighthouse by providing 

warehouse storage space, sponsoring dinners for mothers 

in need, and financially supporting counseling for men 

and women in crisis pregnancies.

GRC financially supports The Open Door in their mission 

to empower marginalized immigrants to reach their full, 

God-given potential. Classes include ESL instruction, 

GED/TASC preparation, computer literacy and more.

GRC financially supports New City Kids after school 

programming for low-income youth in Paterson. By 

surrounding them with a community of love and 

development, youth are set on a path of transformation 

that will carry them forward for the rest of their lives.

City Relief (formerly called Relief Bus) serves those 

experiencing homelessness in Paterson. Each week they 

utilize our kitchen, storing supplies in our warehouse, and 

keep their bus in our garage.

GRC's capacity for extending mercy to those in need is multiplied 
by our connection with these ministry partners:



Celebrate Recovery
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CR has been a shelter in the storm for almost nine years 

at GRC! Our group of 11 leaders and faithful attendees 

have celebrated help, hope and healing through God’s 

grace weekly. Hybrid meetings held both in-person and 

virtually have allowed people from different parts of the 

world to join over the last two years - a blessing in the 

midst of tumultous times. 

C 
R

Celebrate 
Recovery®

HURT: 
Emotional reactions to another’s 
behavior or a disturbing situation 

(abuse, abandonment, divorce, 
co-dependency, relationship issues, etc.).

HABIT: 

An addiction to someone or something 
(alcohol, drugs, food, gambling, sex, 

shopping, etc.).

HANG-UP: 
Negative mental attitudes that are used 
to cope with people or adversity (anger, 

depression, fear, unforgiveness, etc.).

WHAT IS A HURT, A HABIT, 
A HANG-UP?

Anything that’s stealing the peace God 
intended you to have.

ONLY ONE THIRD OF PEOPLE 

ATTENDING CR STRUGGLE 

WITH CHEMICAL ADDICTIONS. 

ANYONE DEALING WITH LIFE’S 

STRUGGLES (HURT, HABIT, HANG-

UP) IS INVITED TO JOIN US EACH 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT AT 6:30 PM AS 

WE ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER 

ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY!
25-30 PEOPLE 

JOINING WEEKLY 
FOR FELLOWSHIP 

& SUPPORT

In 2021-22, we saw God’s blessing through generous 

giving, exciting new opportunities and ministry partners 

committed to sharing the love of Jesus all around the 

world. One exciting development is the long-awaited 

answer to our prayers: the sending of a missionary family 

from our church! Join us in praying for the Son family as 

they heed God’s call and prepare to serve the Lord in the 

Middle East. Rejoice with us, as well, over those faithful 

missions partners who continue to plant churches, serve 

collegians, minister to public officials, extend mercy to 

the needy and outreach to the Jewish people (among 

other ministries). These faithful servants are bringing the 

life-giving and transformative Gospel to a dying world.

THIS YEAR WE SENT 9 YOUTH STUDENTS ON A ONE-WEEK IMMERSIVE MISSIONS 

EXPERIENCE. MAY THEIR HEARTS CONTINUE TO GROW FOR THE LEAST AND THE LOST!

17 
MISSIONARIES 

AND MINISTRIES 
SUPPORTED

MISSIONS 
GIVING:
$180,000

Missions
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Lord of the Harvest, the workers are few (Matthew 9:37-38), and so we boldly ask that 

you would send GRC a Church Planter Resident this year! Give us the privilege of 

launching a daughter church by 2025.  

O Lord, you sent out on mission the 12 (Luke 9) and then the 72 (Luke 10). Holy Spirit, 

empower our Life Groups to continue multiplying, in fulfillment of your Great Commission to 

make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19). 

Jesus, head of the Body, stir in us a fresh hunger to reconnect in authentic biblical 

community. We are one body, with you as our head (Ephesians 4:15)! 

Heavenly Father, what great love drives you to call us your children (1 John 3:1)! 

Thank you for the privilege of shepherding the children and youth of GRC, and for 

raising up leaders, including our new Director of Family Discipleship.  

Lord of the nations, grant the Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 1:17) to those 

representing West Hudson Presbytery on a Fall 2022 vision trip to the Middle East.  

Enable them to lay a foundation for new ministry to unreached people groups.  

Looking ahead in prayer

LORD God, you have shown us what is good, so enable us “to act justly, to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8). Use our Spring 2023 mercy conference to 

stimulate a new movement of sacrificial service for those in need (Zechariah 7:9).  


