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NOW FAITH IS CONFIDENCE IN 

WHAT WE HOPE FOR AND ASSURANCE 

ABOUT WHAT WE DO NOT SEE.

Hebrews 11:1

LIFE AS WE KNEW IT WAS TURNED UPSIDE DOWN IN UNIMAGINABLE WAYS.

WE MOURNED FOR ALL THAT WE LOST.

Photo Credits: David Chen, Jen Ko, James Sang, Peter Teng, Laura Tretner, Lanvi O’Malley.

BUT GOD! HIS GRACE IS ENOUGH.

MY GRACE IS 
SUFFICIENT FOR YOU, 

FOR MY POWER IS 
MADE PERFECT 
IN WEAKNESS.

2 Cor. 12:9The good in 2020

Senior Pastor

Peter Wang
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Every good story has drama. Sometimes it’s conflict – between nations or between spouses or 

between friends. Sometimes it’s an obstacle that stands in the way of health, prosperity, and 

peace. Every good story is also personal: experiences that bring to life what would otherwise 

be generic and dull. And when we share living through a good story because we were “there” 

together, a unique bond develops and leaves a lasting impression.

  

You don’t need me to remind you how all of us have shared the most unique year of our lives.  

The year 2020, now running through 2021, has not been a good story. Fear of the unknown;  

sickness and death; disruptions to school and family; financial pressures – we don’t call any  

of that “good.” But God! Here at GRC, we like to say, “Those are Gospel words!” because  

we worship the one, true God, who is not only able to transform bad into good, but is also  

uniquely worthy of praise because He does accomplish the ultimate transformation: Death into  

Life! That makes possible Struggle into Flourishing; Doubt or Despair into Deeper Faith; and a  

no-good, horrible, forgettable, wish-it-away, delete-it-from-memory kind of year, into a collage  

of God-moments that amaze us with powerful works, demonstrating His saving goodness in the 

midst of struggle, crisis, pain, and disruption. We shouldn’t be surprised, because God has said 

so very clearly to His people: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).  

Our prayer is that these next pages would give you a window into what God has been doing  

in and through our GRC community, even in the midst of ongoing “pandemic-weakness.” May  

God be praised! May Jesus receive the glory and honor due only to the rightful King! May the 

Holy Spirit continue to blow a fresh wind of saving, healing power into us, and then overflow 

through us, to the world!  

Grace be with you, 



noun
: disturbance or problems which interrupt an event, activity, or process.

Disruption

AS WE CELEBRATED THE START OF 2020, NONE OF US COULD HAVE FORESEEN THE  
DISRUPTION OUR ENTIRE WORLD WOULD SOON EXPERIENCE. THE PANDEMIC SWEPT  
AROUND THE WORLD, LEADING TO UNPRECEDENTED STAY-AT-HOME ORDERS, EMPTY  
HIGHWAYS, OVERWHELMED HOSPITALS, AND VIRTUAL SCHOOLING.
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A Global Time-Out
When the pandemic struck, many of us thought that the  

lockdown would be a temporary reprieve, a short break 

before returning to our busy lives. Little did we know that 

we would continue to be under its effects over a year 

later. It felt as if God pressed a literal pause button on 

Earth, putting our modern world in a global “time-out.” 

He gave us silence and a mirror to see with spiritual eyes 

what we have made too important, revealing our heart 

idols when the world stopped.  

Our Growth Group experienced job loss, family deaths,  

hospitalizations and heartache. Yet through it all God  

showed up. His love was poured out through messages,  

prayers and the generosity of others. Emmanuel indeed,  

He was with us. We met God during COVID-19 and we 

can confidently say that He is good all the time! Growth Group Leader

Jen Ko

MARCH 5
Changes to upcoming Sunday service due to 

COVID-19. No handshaking. Sanitizing stations 

and handwashing encouraged.

JANUARY 21
First US case of COVID-19 is 

confirmed in Washington State.

2020

2021

MARCH 12
GRC cancels in-person worship and will 

be livestreaming Sunday, March 15. 

The thought is this will last until Easter.  MARCH 13
COVID-19 declared a National Emergency.

MARCH 15
GRC begins virtual Kingdom Prayer meetings.

MARCH 21
Gov. Murphy announces State Stay-At-Home order. 

All meetings become virtual only, the church office is 

closed. True DISRUPTION begins.
MARCH 22

Children and Youth Sunday Schools 

begin meeting virtually.

MARCH 29
Adult Christian Education goes  

to a virtual-only meeting.

MAY-JUNE
Racial unrest following the death of George 

Floyd. A conversation on race is held at GRC.

APRIL-MAY
Restrictions start to loosen, more people return 

to in-person worship at GRC. Nursery reopens.  

New Life meets on Friday nights in person. 

DECEMBER
GRC celebrates the Advent Season, 

looking to the light of Christ in dark times.    

JUNE 14
Limited in-person worship resumes at GRC.

NOVEMBER
All ministries move back to virtual only  

meetings following a spike in infections.

JANUARY-MARCH
Vaccinations start rolling out in the US.  

Some ministries resume meeting in-person.

SUMMER
More meetings and events provide opportunities 

to fellowship together once again. SEPTEMBER
Uncertainty persists but God’s people here at 

GRC continue to trust in the sovereign and loving 

heart of our Father, whose PROVISION is perfect!

MARCH 23
Morning Psalm devotionals begin virtually.

APRIL 10-12
Good Friday and Easter services are held virtually, 

a first in the life of GRC. LAMENT is felt worldwide.

Pandemic Timeline 
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From Live to From Live to 
LivestreamLivestream
The year 2020 with COVID-19 was a daunting experience!  

If we had known everything these months would hold for  

us, we would certainly have cowered in fear. God knew  

everything that would happen and He ordained each  

event as well as the effect it would have on us personally  

and on the ministries of GRC, for our good and His glory.  

Looking back it is encouraging to see how God initiated  

and worked His perfect plan in and through His church to  

sanctify, stretch and make us more into His image.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020 – Email from Peter Wang 

to GRC Leaders and Staff announcing the intent to go 

completely livestreamed for Sunday worship in 3 days on 

March 15, 2020.

Leaders and Staff – 

Session deliberated last night, and a few of us again this 

morning. In light of hourly-reassessed developments 

and our conviction that we have a responsibility to be 

unselfish and concerned about community health as a 

large-gathering on Sunday mornings, we have made the 

painful decision to cancel public worship services this 

Sunday (and likely the following Sunday). 

**Note that our first impressions were that this virus 

would only affect our worship services for a few weeks!

Like a whirlwind we were tasked with pulling off 

something we had never done – a livestream worship 

service. Concerns regarding this “novel” coronavirus 

prohibited us from rehearsing as usual. Everything had to 

come together with only a Sunday pre-service rehearsal. 

Impossible? Unlikely? BUT GOD! 

Back in 2019 God had moved us as a church to hold a  

“Public Reading of Scripture” based on 1 Timothy 4:13.  

We desired to publicly read through the entire Bible from  

beginning to end with no interruption, streamed online.  

This required us to upgrade our video cameras and  

employ new software. God used this to magnify His Word  

outside our church building. However, we now know that  

He was doing something else! He was preparing and  

equipping us to quickly broadcast a livestream worship 

service – something on our radar, but not planned in the 

near future. God is faithful and He always enables us to 

do what He asks of us. Praise God! 

On Sunday, March 15, our team stood on the sanctuary  

stage in front of empty chairs and a single daunting  

camera… and we worshiped our God. Yes, there were  

hiccups and unforeseen challenges but the pandemic  

had not shut down the church. It couldn’t. God had  

ignited, equipped and empowered His people to shine  

the light of His glory through this dark time. He reminds  

us that He never leaves us and that He reigns over  

everything in our lives. 
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Director of Worship Ministry
Karl Stephens
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Pastor of Discipleship

Steve Sage

Discipleship & Discipleship & 
CommunityCommunity
At the heart of the church’s calling is Jesus’ commission 

to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19). When 

the command was given, there were only a handful of 

Jewish followers of Jesus, and so this mandate begins 

by reaching the lost, and then discipling them to live out 

everything He taught his original disciples.

Before the pandemic, we had been working toward 

building an intentional discipleship pathway that might 

be summarized in terms of four “steps”: Engage, 

Evangelize, Establish, and Equip. 

GRC had a number of ministries already in place and  

bearing fruit for “establishing” people in the faith— 

Growth Groups, women’s and men’s Bible studies, 

youth and children’s ministries. New initiatives were 

engaging unbelievers through evangelism and service. 

GRC members were meeting with Muslims in our area to 

help with English and to simply befriend them. A team 

was volunteering with international students at FDU. 

Classes and workshops were being offered on personal 

evangelism. Similarly, a major new discipleship ministry 

called Life Groups was in its early stages to fill out the 

Equip portion of the pathway by deeply investing in 

people and equipping them to make disciples who 

make disciples. 

And then the pandemic hit. All of our plans for all of 

these initiatives were affected.  

Thankfully Jesus, who commissioned his church to make 

disciples, is the same One who also said “All authority 

has been given to me in heaven and on earth” (Matthew 

28:18). He was not surprised by these events. They are all 

somehow part of his sovereign plan. And His commission 

still applies, even during a time of disruption—especially 

during a time of disruption.

By the Spirit’s leading, we were able to shift our plans 

for our new evangelism ministries to take place online. 

New touchpoints for discipleship and community 

sprung up: online morning devotions three days a week; 

kingdom prayer led by elders twice each week; Growth 

Groups, Life  Groups, men’s and women’s Bible studies 

meeting online.

While we certainly lost something from face-to-face  

interactions, the ministry continued. We even found 

new blessings and were able to reach people we would 

not have otherwise. There are dozens of people I now 

know better through these online forums than I knew 

from the previous three years combined. Several of the 

non-Christians that came to Christianity Explored and 

Life Explored were friends of GRC members who lived 

at a distance that would have kept them from attending 

in person. Nearly every participant in our Life Groups 

expressed how beneficial they were for their own spiritual 

life even though they were mostly online during this time. 

Today, we are preparing to launch our second generation 

of Life Group leaders as initial participants are being 

equipped to lead.  

In short, despite all the disruption from the pandemic,  

Jesus’ commission to make disciples has not changed  

and GRC’s efforts to build this discipleship pathway have  

moved forward. They are bearing fruit despite, and in 

some cases, precisely because of the disruption we have 

experienced. He truly is with us always, even to the end 

of the age (Matthew 28:20).



noun
: a passionate expression of grief or sorrow.

Lament

What Good?What Good?
2020 began with hope, as I saw God’s light begin to 

illuminate the darkness of my grief over the death of 

my husband five months earlier. Then the pandemic 

struck with the specter of coronavirus as a constant 

source of fear. The stock market crash in the spring, 

which shook my sense of financial security, was followed 

by a diagnosis of a health condition in the fall that 

required months of multiple medications. Finally, in the 

winter, I was a pedestrian hit by a car. I was broken. In 

my mind everything had collapsed: health, wealth, and 

comfortable in-person relationships. And I questioned 

God’s goodness. 

But God was working in me. Throughout the year, He 

kept me in His hands and never let me go. When I 

couldn’t see the good in “All things work together for 

good…” in Romans 8:28, I was reminded by a brother 

in Christ that we can have hope in that good because 

of Jesus’ work on the cross on our behalf. The end of 

Romans 8, with its triumphant declaration that nothing 

can separate us from the love of God in Christ, was a 

great comfort in the midst of my trials. Though my faith 

was tested by these trials and found to be weak, God 

preserved and strengthened it through this testing fire 

because of His great love. 

DEATH OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS, ISOLATION, UNREST, INJUSTICE, LOSS OF JOBS. 
AFTER THE INITIAL DISRUPTION OF NORMAL LIFE, THE NEXT PHASE IN THE PANDEMIC 
WAS ONE OF DEEP LAMENT. 
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GRC Deaconess

Shelley Hahn

God also worked through GRC’s ministries, including 

livestream worship, online devotionals, Bible Studies, 

Growth Groups, and more, to help me get through the 

isolation of the lockdown. He used individuals at GRC, 

as well, to pray for and with me, to encourage me, and 

speak His words to me when my faith was flickering. And 

when soft food was needed because of dental injury in 

the accident, they delivered soups to me. Through all of 

this, my relationship with God and with his people were 

strengthened.

God caused many things to work together for good in 

my life during the last year. I will remember 2020 not 

only as the year of the pandemic but also as the year that 

God worked tangibly in my life through His Spirit in the 

people of GRC. 

Resting in Him Resting in Him 
In January 2020 I was so excited to begin my new job 

at GRC as Director of Ministry Operations. Eight weeks 

later we were thrown into unknown territory as the church 

leadership began meeting by phone and Google Meet 

to make unprecedented decisions as COVID-19 was 

wreaking havoc in our world. All of a sudden everything 

changed. We canceled in-person services and had to 

figure out very quickly how to livestream worship. The 

GRC office was closed but we were all working remotely, 

making decisions that affected our congregation, our 

employees and our families. There was so much to think 

about and figure out. Part of me felt good about being 

able to help in a crisis situation at GRC but the other half 

of me was reliving 9/11 and the following months when I 

was leading the NYU Technology Emergency Command 

Center. That was a very difficult, painful and dark time. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been horrible but I’ve had 

something very important in my life that I didn’t have 

in 2001. I have my faith. Every day since the pandemic 

began, I rest in Him and I have felt a peace in my heart 

that I know comes from the Lord. My faith has kept me 

from replaying those memories from 9-11 and from 

living in fear. I’ve been able to see all the silver linings, 

such as time with family and pets, that we wouldn’t have 

otherwise had. I also see how incredibly blessed I am to 

work in a place with such a great team of colleagues. 

But He is Strong But He is Strong 
In those first months of quarantine and pandemonium,  

I was gripped with fear and anxiety, and I grieved 

over many things, including our children at GRC. I 

missed their sweet faces and I wondered how we could  

possibly do ministry when we couldn’t be face-to-face  

with the people God called us to shepherd? How God?  

The task seemed insurmountable and impossible. 

Yet I was looking at it from the perspective of my 

feeble, human “strength” and ability. “With man this 

is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

(Matthew 19:26). With a deeper, more humble  

understanding that this circumstance was out of our 

hands – but not out of God’s – we leaned on Him as 

ministry leaders and asked for wisdom, discernment, 

guidance and trust in the midst of great uncertainty. 

God was faithful to provide. 
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Director of Ministry Operations
Laura Tretner

Asst. Children’s Director
Rachel Sang
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noun
: the act or process of supplying or providing something.

: something that is done in advance to prepare for something else.

: a supply of food and other things that are needed.

Provision

BUT GOD! HE KNEW EXACTLY WHAT WE WOULD NEED, AND WHEN WE 
WOULD NEED IT. PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW!

Life LineLife Line
When I kicked off my Life Group in the fall of 2019, I 

had big expectations for our weekly in-person meetings,  

the one-on-one discipleship times I would spend over  

coffee or walking in the park, and the plans to “live life“  

together. By March of 2020, “living life” took on a whole  

different meaning.  

Two of us, in my five-person group, are nurses. We were  

both quickly thrown into the chaos of COVID-19 at our  

hospitals. Our Life Group pivoted to online meetings  

and became the “life line” we needed to face what  

we had been called to do. To say I showed up to lead  

my group utterly drained physically, emotionally and  

spiritually is an understatement. During some meetings, 

I struggled to keep my eyes open! But week after week,  

we all gathered on screen. God used the fellowship,  

prayer and sisterly connection to sustain us through  

Life Group Leader

Cedar Wang

illness, parenting challenges, work issues and the  

disruption of a pandemic. The format and means the 

Lord uses to make us more like Him are never what we 

expect… and certainly not what we could ever imagine. 
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Walking TogetherWalking Together
We had reached the end of our rope after over a year of  

no income since the pandemic had paralyzed the event  

industry, decimating our business. We resisted accepting 

diaconate assistance as we desperately tried to survive 

through our own strength and means. 

Having exhausted every option, we despaired in our 

helplessness. The financial strain had put so much 

pressure on our household and marriage. There was no 

one to blame but we felt resentful and frustrated for not 

being able to control the situation. Looking for work in 

our 50’s, after owning our own business, while being 

faced with limited opportunities and numerous rejections, 

has been a rude awakening for Anthony and me. 

Daily devotionals as a family kept reminding us, “Oh  

give thanks to the Lord for He is good…” (Psalm 118:1)  

even through suffering. “My yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30). But the reality was we 

were entangled in the yoke of bondage to bills and we  

resisted leaning on God to find rest.

  

As days turned into another month, all the bills started 

again. Sleepless night and days of bickering out of 

frustration and fear became the norm. With shame and 

embarrassment of exposing our dire circumstance, our 

most intimate sins of pride, anxiety, control and ego all 

came to the surface. 

Our lifejackets had been ripped away and my anxiety  

kept me hostage. Afraid to drown in the middle of the  

financial ocean, I panicked with my arms and legs kicking  

in all directions because I still believed that “I” could 

save myself from drowning. 

Confronted with self-limits, we surrendered to the Lord 

for His mercy and grace. Depending upon God alone 

has freed us to feel joy in our hearts, to feel peace in our 

souls and to increase our love in Christ. 

When we ran out of options depending on our own 

strength, we finally discovered the grace of God. We  

could not save ourselves. When Pastor Peter asked “How  

has the pandemic blessed you?” we can testify that the  

pandemic blessed us with the saving grace that can only 

come from Jesus. 

The pandemic has taught us to trust not in ourselves 

but in Christ alone. We truly have witnessed the Lord’s 

sovereignty and His faithfulness during this pandemic.

Growth Group Member
Sora Lee
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WHILE WORSHIPPING VIA 
LIVESTREAM, I FOUND OUT THAT 

SINGING ALONE STINKS. I WAS SO 
GLAD TO BE ABLE TO RETURN TO 

WORSHIPPING WITH MY BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS IN-PERSON. I NEVER 
BEFORE APPRECIATED WORSHIP  

WITH THE BODY SO MUCH! 

Stephen Hoogerhyde
Answered PrayersAnswered Prayers
When we first started leading Growth Group, we were 

unsure and timid, scared to reveal to others how little 

we knew about God’s word. At the end of each meeting 

those feelings of insecurity only expanded. That was 

pre-COVID. During COVID-19, something happened. 

God started to steady our hearts and give us courage. 

It was during this time that we grew as husband and 

wife. Because we were going virtual, we decided to have 

weekly meetings. That meant we were always preparing 

for the next week’s meeting. We had to be more focused 

and engaged with each other, reading the Bible and 

praying more. God used COVID-19 and Growth Group 

to show us how little time we really spent together 

spiritually. We are thankful to God for giving us the 

opportunity to lead GG to help us come closer to Him. 

Growth Group Leader

Lynn Youn

THIS PAST YEAR I REALIZED 
HOW MUCH HEALING HAS 

TAKEN PLACE IN MY LIFE AS 
IT RELATES TO FEAR AND 

ANXIETY. PRAISE GOD! 

Claire Hanna
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Christianity Explored  Christianity Explored  
   &    & Life ExploredLife Explored
Steve Sage had an idea for local outreach through 

Christianity Explored (CE) and its sister class Life 

Explored (LE). Each is a seven-week course designed 

to present the gospel of Jesus Christ to non-Christians. 

In January 2020, a team of GRC-ers was trained in 

preparation for an April launch. Then COVID-19 

happened.

CE and LE require significant setup and coordination  

to run as designed: leaders meet for prayer; food is  

prepared; tables need to be arranged; audio/visual  

content is set up; an emcee is recruited to welcome 

guests and set the agenda; and hosts are selected for 

small group discussions. COVID-19 and the lockdown 

changed the entire dynamic. So we had a critical decision 

to make: do we put CE and LE on an indefinite pause, or 

can we pivot and do everything over live video?

We decided that the mission behind CE and LE was too  

important to put on pause. So we ran CE over Zoom 

in April 2020; LE in October 2020; and CE once again 

in April 2021. Yes, some things are lost by not being  

in person. Still, doing so remotely came with some  

unexpected surprises: people hesitant to step into a  

church dialed in and others living as far away as PA and 

NY were able to participate. 

Most importantly, we were able to plainly observe the 

Holy Spirit convicting and changing hearts, even if 

biblical texts pointing to Jesus were being presented  

digitally through a computer screen. Recently, we finished  

a session about what Jesus had accomplished through  

the cross. And because of what He accomplished, He can  

and does offer salvation as a gift. One participant had  

connected with a GRC member afterwards offline and  

asked how they might be able to receive this gift. 

“My Father is always at His work to this very day,” 

Jesus said, “and I too am working” (John 5:17). We 

have witnessed firsthand how this is true, even through 

a pandemic. 

Newest GRC Elder
Peter Hwang
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New Life Youth Leader
Sonja Ommundsen

Youth MinistryYouth Ministry
The past 1.5 years have challenged the youth ministry  

volunteers to reach the students solely through the 

internet for much of the pandemic. One unexpected 

benefit was that, with the scheduling barrier of in-person 

meetings removed, we utilized virtual methods more 

effectively to get to know certain students, study God’s 

word and speak into specific struggles in their lives on a 

one-on-one basis. 

Despite the logistical challenges, the study of the book  

of John during Sunday School was a source of discipline,  

growth and joy. As a teacher, I was challenged to study  

each chapter deeply to prepare for class, connecting the  

knowledge of the text with probes to the heart - mine 

and those of the middle school girls. Children growing up 

in the church often receive lessons piecemeal, with the 

the most action-packed stories highlighted. By studying 

an entire book, on the other hand, our understanding 

of the Word matures as we connect themes, trace the 

spiritual walk of certain disciples and study the person 

of Jesus over the whole course of His ministry. It was a 

joy to walk alongside our youth in this method of study. 

Though the Lord provided and taught through these 

extraordinary circumstances, I am especially excited to 

teach them and see their faces in-person this fall! 

I AM AMAZED AT HOW GOD HAS CONTINUED 
TO USE GRC TO BLESS THE COMMUNITY, 
ESPECIALLY THROUGH THE PANDEMIC.

Christine Mathew
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Servant ’s HeartServant ’s Heart
In September 2020, a GRC member reached out to  

Servant’s Heart—one of GRC’s ministry partners— 

regarding a construction project for one of her Growth  

Group members. Servant’s Heart was willing to take on  

the project and the Diaconate stepped in to cover the  

project costs through the use of the Mercy Fund. In one  

October weekend, the Growth Group members worked  

alongside Servant’s Heart to renovate a front porch and  

steps. Praise God for an example of how the body of  

Christ comes together to serve a fellow believer in need! 

Servant’s Heart also shared a need with the Diaconate  

regarding their staff support. One of their full-time  

volunteers had recently moved and they had a desire  

to bring one of their Workmanship Training students  

into their staff. The Diaconate committed to providing  

some financial support in order to help Servant’s Heart  

bring Gamar on staff. We were able to meet him over  

Zoom and hear his Grace Story about how Servant’s  

Heart helped him find his calling in serving others as 

a contractor. Praise God for how He is using Servant’s  

Heart, not only to serve the local community, but also as 

a training ground for future servant-leaders. 

GRC Deacon

Jeffrey Wan

CR Director & Deacon

Werner Tretner

Celebrate Recovery Celebrate Recovery 
These times certainly have been challenging ones!  With 

its special emphasis on fellowship, Celebrate Recovery 

was hardest hit! Here is where we truly boast of our 

weaknesses, find our strength in Christ and see God’s 

grace sufficient as never before. 

Throughout the years, enjoying a meal and each 

other’s company has been a very influential part of 

helping people in the midst of their struggles. Face-

to-face fellowship – one of the key components of CR 

– wasn’t possible last year. Here is where we can see  

opportunities despite our perceived limitations. 

Technology has become such a help for us through  

these difficult times. We’ve had attendees join our Zoom 

meetings from places as far away as Beijing and New  

Zealand. Relying on phone conversations as well as Zoom 

meetings, we did the best we possibly could to build 

relationships differently; but the connections that were 

formed moved forth in extraordinary ways. 

  

God is on the move! During this season of us being still  

and waiting upon the Lord, we have seen Him equip us  

and prepare our hearts for this next season. We certainly  

look forward in expectation to seeing what new mercies  

we will be exploring! 
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GRC took over the ministry of Father’s Cupboard and 

its recipients in October of 2020, having served the 

food pantry in the year prior at its former church home. 

Father’s Cupboard has shown us how intentional God 

is, as we step out with a little faith and let Him multiply 

our efforts! 

The mission is to love our neighbor and help the food  

insecure with programs that provide food, promote  

nutrition, increase self-sufficiency and instill hope. We  

have been feeding 452 individuals per month, and have  

seen over 50,000 lbs. of food donated since January —  

$50,000 worth! God is good!

OVER 
1,100,000 LBS. 

OF PACKED 
FOOD

8,000+ 
CONTAINERS

 OF FOOD 
DISTRIBUTED

100,000+ 
MEALS 

DELIVERED

SINCE MARCH 2020
STAR OF HOPE & 

FATHER’S CUPBOARD 
HAVE PROVIDED 

THOSE IN NEED WITH:
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Mercy in ActionMercy in Action
In my lifetime, I have never experienced anything like 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the lockdowns of spring 

2020. Businesses, travel, school and work all came to a 

stop. The Diaconate did not know how this would affect 

the GRC family. With staff assistance, every member and 

regular attendee was called, and called again. We didn’t 

want anyone overlooked. We met weekly for months so 

that we could stay ahead of any upcoming needs. 

We set up a process for both requesting and volunteering 

help. The GRC community generously gave toward 

the Mercy Fund. People volunteered to help babysit if 

parents needed to work while their children Zoomed 

into school. Others picked up groceries or checked in 

on those who might need assistance. Some teens even 

offered to tutor kids who might be struggling with 

remote learning. 

Through the Mercy Fund, we were able to help people 

with rent and utilities, including those outside the church. 

They were desperate and options were few, but they saw 

God’s provision through His church. We praise God for 

His faithfulness to His people for surely He shepherded 

us all during that season.

GRC Deaconess

Gloria Huang

Star of Hope MinistriesStar of Hope Ministries
During COVID-19, Star of Hope Ministries (SOHM) went  

through a major transformation. Through relationships  

in the greater Paterson community, they were able to  

monitor needs and then collect, prepare, sort, package  

and distribute needed resources. GRC’s warehouse was 

used to help serve those both inside and outside the 

church. GRC members and others were inspired to step 

out in faith and volunteer in the midst of the pandemic. 
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Unexpected BlessingsUnexpected Blessings
Going virtual has a blessing aspect even if the  

circumstances have caused deep grief for many. For  

the first time at GRC, I’ve been able to teach Sunday  

School through the year without rotation. Familiarity  

doesn’t always breed contempt; it can lead to deeper  

appreciation and richer relationships. I discovered which 

students love to answer questions; which students  

welcomed a new puppy into their family; which students 

seemed distant from God; and which students would 

like to draw closer to Him. Monthly virtual game nights 

brought out the competitive spirit in all of us, especially 

the teachers, and gave us further opportunity to connect 

with the kids. I chose to mute myself so no one had to 

hear my unsanctified exclamations. We held additional 

game rounds because some students were reluctant to 

leave. On one occasion, poor Lanvi tried to explain to the 

students she hadn’t eaten dinner yet and it was already 

9:00 PM! If only a small fraction of the zeal exhibited 

in Skribblio and Jackbox can be displayed in Sunday 

School, I think we would be willing to fast for that! 

Greater Than  Greater Than  
  My   My SkepticismSkepticism
I’m a transformed skeptic. In March of 2020, when we  

had to pivot to doing Children’s Ministry virtually, I was  

skeptical. Skeptical that it would work; skeptical that kids 

would be engaged; and skeptical that our volunteers  

would even want to teach online. Not surprisingly, God  

proved Himself to be much greater than my skepticism  

and I saw Ephesians 3:20 lived out each week. 

Ephesians 3:20 says, “Now to Him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory.”  

God provided infinitely more than I could have asked  

when more than 50 children logged on to our first 

online Sunday school class in March of 2020. Then, even 

more continued to log on week after week to hear the 

Gospel and learn about Christ for a year and a half! I  

was further stunned by God’s infinite accomplishment  

when our virtual VBS in 2020 was our most attended  

VBS ever! God’s mighty power was at work when our  

team of dedicated volunteers learned new skills and  

enthusiastically taught our kids the Gospel and built  

community with them over Zoom every week.

   

God truly did more that I could have asked for or even  

thought during the pandemic. He transformed this  

skeptic into an even more convinced believer in His  

mighty power. All glory is due to Him.  

GRC Children’s Director

Karen Jacobsen

Grace Kids Teacher

Wo Teng
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The RockThe Rock
“While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not  

by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron  

and clay and smashed them. Then the iron, the clay, the  

bronze, the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces  

and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer.  

The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But  

the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain  

and filled the whole earth.” (Daniel 2:34-35) 

I have wondered about this prophecy in Daniel: this  

“rock” is our Lord Jesus Christ, who came exactly as 

predicted, and has rammed into the “statue” that  

appeared in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, making it like  

chaff which the wind will drive away. All of the kingdoms  

of the world will eventually be no more and Christ will  

reign supreme.  

You, like me, might find it hard to accept these verses 

as truth, especially after enduring the last year. But this 

is the Word of God and we know it is true, and whatever 

our minds have conjured up, we have to doubt. We walk 

by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

My Mom lives alone in India; she has very few people  

visit and even fewer to encourage her. We haven’t 

seen her in two years. Praise God, miraculously she 

got her shots and she says has grown more spiritually 

last year than in all of her prior 65 years. We have lost 

dear friends and their relatives, and more are struggling 

with COVID-19 right now in India. Isolation from 

friends in Christ has been tough, a friend’s son even 

attempted suicide. Despite all of this we have had more 

opportunities to share the gospel than ever before. Work 

has been harder than usual. In fact, I constantly hear from 

team members that they are at the brink of losing their 

sanity. Nevertheless, the Lord has caused an explosion 

in the ministry at work during the pandemic. Now we 

have a daily Bible study that reaches across the globe, 

when pre-pandemic we met one day a week locally in our 

office. Working from home 18+ months, praise God, has 

given us sweet fellowship as a family. 

In all of this, we are conquerors because of Jesus Christ.  

Christ has conquered it all, We have hope in His name.  

The Rock reigns supreme, let no one fool us.

GRC Elder 

Donald Thampy
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Grace in CommunityGrace in Community
The past two years were really a blessing for me to be  

a part of a Life Group. The prayers of my Life Group  

helped me through many difficult moments. Probably  

the biggest life issue we faced was the loss of our one-

year old daughters Elizabeth’s eye. It turned from a big 

loss to a big gain. We were so devastated but Priscilla’s 

Grace Story gave me courage to face this trial. Ultimately 

it was God’s voice that helped me overcome my feelings 

of loss and grief and turn it into joy. It was joyful that we 

had her life back. The group was there to listen to me 

complain, mourn and finally share a Grace Story. It was a 

wonderful thing that God prepared me for, by letting me 

join the group ahead of this trial. All the encouragement 

and grace the sisters showed me helped me overcome 

self-doubt, self-pity and condemnation.

Life Group Member

Lilia Tse
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Help From My FriendsHelp From My Friends
During the height of the pandemic, humans, as social  

beings, were mandated to stay home and stay socially  

distanced. When gathering with one another in  

community was no longer an option, we realized just  

how essential it was to our physical, emotional and even  

spiritual wellness. As someone who would identify as an  

extrovert, the pandemic left me many times feeling sad  

and even depressed. I had shared this with our Growth  

Group and within the next couple of days, my family  

and I received sidewalk chalk messages on our driveway;  

homemade cookies wrapped in tin foil and left on our  

front steps; and invitations to video chat! I had fallen  

down and my friends had helped me up!

Growth Group Leader

Katelyn Naranjo
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Missions UpdateMissions Update
The pandemic brought both severe challenges and new  

opportunities for missions. Some of GRC’s missionary  

partners were unable to return to their fields because  

of travel bans. Ben and Julie Jensen had returned to 

the States for the birth of their newest child, and are 

still waiting to be allowed back into Japan. During this 

time, they continue to minister to their Japanese friends 

through video calls, but it is challenging to be in a holding 

pattern for so long. Katie returned home for a period 

before returning to Turkey. Other missionaries, such as the 

Russells, contracted COVID-19 but continued to share the 

gospel and meet for Bible studies.  

During this time, through the faithful and continued giving 

of the congregation, the Missions Team distributed funds 

to help with crises, relief and development work in Beirut, 

Bangladesh, and Paterson. Significantly, we were able to 

support new missionaries during the pandemic, impacting 

some of the least reached people in the world. The “C” 

family will be working with an isolated people group in 

the Indian Ocean where there are no known followers of 

Jesus (details omitted for security purposes). We have the 

incredible privilege of partnering to reach one of the truly 

“frontier” peoples of the world. We also have been blessed 

by new GRC members, Dan and Dinah Sered (and family). 

The Sereds serve with Jews for Jesus, and GRC was able to 

not only support their family, but also make contributions 

toward a women’s shelter ministry in Tel Aviv and a Jews 

for Jesus coffee shop reaching Jewish students in New 

York City. We also were able to send another short-term 

missions trip to Paterson and Clifton for “Sifting Week” to 

share the gospel and pray for Turkish and Arab Muslims in 

our area.  

Let’s continue to uphold our missionaries and the people  

they are reaching in prayer. 

IN THE MIDST OF COVID, 
THE COMMUNITY OF GRC 

GAVE THE HIGHEST AMOUNT 
EVER TO THE MERCY AND 

MISSIONS FUNDS.
PRAISE BE TO GOD,

OUR PROVIDER!

*2020-2021 FISCAL YEAR GIVING

MERCY 
GIVING:
$204,000

MISSIONS 
GIVING:
$126,000

AND MY GOD WILL 

MEET ALL YOUR NEEDS 
ACCORDING TO THE 

RICHES OF HIS GLORY 
IN CHRIST JESUS.

Philippians 4:19

Sacrificial Giving

Pastor of Discipleship

Steve Sage
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Our Mission Our Mission 
Transformed disciples live UP, IN, and OUT: cultivating 

relationships with God, one another, and with the world 

to which we are sent. Therefore, we will carry out our 

ministry by:

• PRAYING: Because we join God in His mission, 
we commit to encouraging kingdom-prayer in all 

gatherings. 

• PREPARING: Because transformation occurs through 

discipleship, we will equip individuals and families to 
live up, in, and out where they live, work, and play.

• UP: By cultivating God-glorifying and  
Christ-centered worship.

• IN: By enriching relationships within the body of 
Christ through intentional community, hospitality, 
assimilation of newcomers, and regular play and 
celebration, AND by shaping and equipping 
God’s people so that they increasingly bear the 
likeness of our Savior.

• OUT: By personally and communally engaging 
in evangelism and outreach AND by sacrificially 
investing our personal and church resources to 
advance God’s Kingdom.

• PARTICIPATING: Because disciples are ambassadors 

for Christ, sent for the sake of the world, we will 

engage and partner for community and global impact.

WE SEEK TO BE A 
COMMUNITY DEFINED 

BY GRACE, COMPELLED 
BY CHRIST’S LOVE TO BRING 
GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION 

TO NORTHERN NJ 
AND BEYOND. 

Our PurposeOur Purpose
We exist to glorify God and make Him known.

Our VisionOur Vision
To join God in bringing life-changing transformation 

to individuals, families, and communities, wherever we 

live and serve. 

Our ValuesOur Values
1. GOSPEL-CENTERED BIBLICAL TRUTH: We rest and 

rejoice in Jesus for our significance and security, and look 

to His power to change us and to make all things right, as 

guided by His truth, revealed in Scripture.

2. AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY: We seek to be a 

community for real people with real stresses and life 

challenges, who faithfully worship God together, lovingly 

care for each other, and mercifully reach out to those 

in need.

3. KINGDOM REPRODUCTION: We join God in His 

mission to make disciples through evangelism, facilitating 

spiritual growth, developing leaders, planting churches, 

and participating in cross-cultural and global missions.

4. ETHNIC DIVERSITY: We celebrate that the gospel is 

for every nation, tribe, people, and language, and we 

foster a community in which everyone is welcome.

5. CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT:  Heeding the words 

of Jesus that we are not of the world but are sent into the 

world, we seek to speak the truth in love as we engage 

with contemporary issues in culture and society.

In times of uncertainty and instability, foundations prove their great value! “Who are we?  

What do we long to see God do? What’s most important to us?” None of that has changed, 

because it’s rooted in our eternal God whose purposes have not been thwarted.

Our Core




