










Tim Keller, “Justice in the Bible”
https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/justice-in-the-bible/



1. Justice is rooted in the very nature and character of God.

Justice is the outworking of God’s character in creation.

2. It both punishes/judges evil and restores those who are victims of injustice.



1. “While secular individualism says that your money belongs to you, and socialism says your 
money belongs to the State, the Bible says that all your money belongs to God, who then 
entrusts it to you (1 Chronicles 29:14; 1 Corinthians 4:7).” (Keller)

There are many laws in the Bible to care for the quartet of the vulnerable.





Deuteronomy 24:19 says the gleanings “shall be for the immigrant, the fatherless, and the 
widow.” The Hebrew term rendered “be for” means ownership. [9] God says that some of the 
profit from your business does not belong to you, but to those with less. And just when the 
reader may think this sounds like socialism, Deuteronomy 23:24-25 comes in and protects the 
farmer from those who might try to take advantage and glean excessively. The Mosaic Law 
does not demand abstract equalizing of wealth or all elimination of social class. This giving 
was neither optional charity nor State redistribution.

https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/justice-in-the-bible/


2. Biblical justice requires that every person be treated according to the same standards and 
with the same respect, regardless of class, race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, or of any other 
social category. Leviticus 19:15 says: “You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, 
but in righteousness (sedeqah) shall you judge your neighbor.” Deuteronomy 16:19 says: “You 
shall not show partiality, and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the 
wise and subverts the cause of the righteous (sedeqah).”







“considers” = “pays close attention to”



4.  Corporate responsibility (cf. Achan in Joshua 7).  

Individual responsibility.



Critical theory is one way our culture attempts to explain and confront power 
structures. Some Christians have embraced it as well. But what is it?



“Is Critical Theory Biblical?” by “What Would You Say?” (sponsored by the Colson Center) 
https://youtu.be/DAABuCC96tI



(Q) What are your thoughts about the summary that this video provided?  
● If you are familiar with critical theory, do you believe this summary was 

accurate?
● How would you summarize critical theory in your own words?

(Q) Have you seen critical theory in operation in your contexts?  If so, where 
and how?
● What did you think/feel about it?

Supporting details for slide:
● Group identity (race, gender, religion, immigration status, income, sexual 

orientation, and gender identity).
● Intersectionality measures someone’s level of oppression based on how these 

group identities intersect in someone’s life. 
● The degree to which you are oppressed determines your level of moral 

authority (more categories of oppression à more moral authority)
● Those with less moral authority gain it by surrendering to those who have it 

(becoming “woke”).





Ozlem Sensoy and Robin DiAngelo, Is Everyone Really Equal?: An Introduction to Key 
Concepts in Social Justice Education (Multicultural Education Series) 









Commendable:

● It recognizes that oppression is evil.
● Focus on groups rather than individuals gives some helpful perspective on how laws 

and institutions can promote sin.  
● Hegemonic power does exist (think about how Hollywood and Madison Avenue 

impose their views of beauty and sexuality).

Concerning:
● It’s understanding of oppression is problematic (not based on violating biblical 

personal or social morality but a dominant group imposing their ideas/morality on 
minority groups).

● Critical theory functions as a worldview (it answers our most basic beliefs about who 
we are, life’s problem, and the solution).



From “Social Justice, Critical Theory, and Christianity: Are They Compatible? – Part 3” by 
Neil Shenvi.
https://shenviapologetics.com/social-justice-critical-theory-and-christianity-are-they-
compatible-part-3-2/




