
Proposed Amendments to GRC By-Laws 

December 2, 2018 

 

The proposal is to add new Article VII, Church Facilities, and to renumber current Articles VII – 

X accordingly.  All proposed text appears in red.  See the last section below for the process to 

amend the by-laws. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE VII 

 

CHURCH FACILITIES 

 

 Section 7.1  Acquisition and Disposition.  As noted in Section 3.1 of these By-Laws, and 

in accordance with the Book of Church Order 25-7, The Board of Trustees, upon authority 

granted by a majority of the Members at a duly called and properly noticed meeting, may buy, 

sell, and mortgage real property for the Church.  Title to such property shall be solely in the 

name of Grace Redeemer Church.   

 

 Section 7.2  Insurance.  The Board of Trustees shall direct the obtaining of property 

casualty and comprehensive liability insurance providing for the adequate coverage for all of the 

real property of the Church, at a price deemed reasonably prudent by the Trustees. 

 

Section 7.3  Usage by the Church.  The real property facilities of the Church, when used 

by Grace Redeemer Church, its ministers, officers, staff, employees, congregation members, and 

church attendees, shall be used solely for purposes consistent with the mission, faith, and 

doctrine of the Presbyterian Church in America, and of Grace Redeemer Church. 

 

Section 7.4  Usage by Other Persons or Groups.   Persons or groups outside the 

congregation, including ministry partners of the Church, desiring to use the Church’s facilities 

must submit a request to the Session of the Church.  The Session, or its official designee, shall 

decide whether the requestor may be permitted use of the facilities.  Any such permitted use shall 

be solely for purposes not inconsistent with the mission, faith, and doctrine of Grace Redeemer 

Church, it being acknowledged and understood that the Church facilities are not facilities of 

public accommodation but are facilities owned by the Church and dedicated solely for such 

permitted uses.  Any person entering the facilities will respect the Church’s right to manage the 

facilities in accordance with its beliefs, and the Church’s desire to use that which has been 

entrusted to it to honor God.  Permitting an instance of use outside of the Church’s mission does 

not amount to an endorsement of that use or activity, nor is it a waiver of the Church’s right to 

determine future use of the facilities. 

 

Section 7.5  Facility Use Policy.  The use of the Church facilities shall be governed by 

the Church Facility Use Policy, as that document is from time to time amended. 

 

 

ARTICLE VII VIII 

 

INDEMNIFICATION 
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 Section 8.1  Indemnification.  The Corporation may, on a case-by-case basis, indemnify 

its Trustees, corporate and ecclesiastical Officers, employees and agents to the extent permitted 

by applicable law, including Section 15A:3-4 of the New Jersey Nonprofit Corporation Act.   

 

 Section 8.2  Insurance.  The Board of Trustees shall direct the obtaining of Directors’ and 

Officers’ Liability Insurance providing for the coverage for any or all of the Corporation's 

Trustees and Officers and, if available at a price deemed reasonably prudent by the Trustees, the 

Corporation’s employees and agents as well. 

 

 

ARTICLE VIII IX 

 

CORPORATE SEAL 

 

 Section 9.1  Corporate Seal.  The seal of the Corporation shall be in the form of a circle 

and shall bear the name and type of the Corporation and the year of its incorporation or shall be 

in such other form as the Board of Trustees may from time to time determine. 

 

 

ARTICLE IX X 

 

FISCAL YEAR 

 

 Section 10.1 Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the Corporation shall be such period as the 

Board of Trustees shall determine and, unless otherwise so determined, shall be the calendar 

year. 

 

ARTICLE X XI 

 

AMENDMENT 

 

 Section 11.1 By-Law Amendments.  These By-Laws may be amended in whole or in part 

by a vote of two-thirds of the voting members present at a Congregational meeting, provided 

that: 1) notice of the proposed amendment(s) has been given to the clerk of Session, 2) the 

proposal to amend has been announced to the congregation on two consecutive Sundays prior to 

the meeting, and 3) copies of the proposed amendment(s) have been made available to members 

of the congregation prior to the meeting. Amendments adopted by the Members cannot be 

altered or repealed except by Members.  Clarifying or corrective provisions may be adopted by 

the Board of Trustees at any duly called meeting held in accordance with the provisions of these 

By-Laws. 

 
*As amended at 12/02/2018 congregational meeting 

 


