
Welcome to the spring edition of the Harbor Lights Newsletter. 

Because it’s good to plan ahead, I first want to call your attention to 
our 2019 City Calendar. Our theme for next year is Grand Haven’s 
pets; the furry and feathered friends that share our lives. The 
stipulation is that the photo of your pet must include some location 
that reflects Grand Haven. Full instructions for submissions are on 
the city website at www. grandhaven.org. Our desire is to make this a 
fun calendar featuring local pets in familiar Grand Haven settings;  let 
your creative imagination be your guide.

Here’s what’s happening with the pier and catwalk: with Lake Michigan levels so high, the King 
Company says they can only do the work, particularly welding, if conditions are dry. So work on the 
pier surface between the Inner Light and the Fog House will be dependent on conditions of the weather, 
water, and wind. Estimates are that work could possibly extend into early fall. If this is the case, it might 
not be possible to reinstall the catwalk until next year, so stay tuned. 

The South Pier should be open to walkers up to the inner light. So enjoy but with a word of caution. 
With present conditions, it doesn’t take much wave action for water to wash over the pier. A few   inches 
of water can easily knock a person off their feet; and, without the catwalk for support, extra care must 
be taken by children and adults. We have a beautiful and iconic pier that attracts many visitors, but you 
have to respect Lake Michigan and understand the power of the water and waves. Be safe. 

The Light House Conservancy continues to work on restoring the light houses. The entrance light 
should get its new windows this summer. Costs are covered by a grant and light house funds at the 
Community Foundation.

Then, there is Lynne Sherwood Waterfront Stadium news. Our original goal was to have it completed 
for Memorial Day, but that may not be possible. Grand Haven’s waterfront history is well known as a 
hard working waterfront with timber, fishing, railroad, and ferry and coal docks. As work progresses, 
some of the old construction has been uncovered. Dealing with these discoveries has slowed work, but 
we continue to move forward and are excited to see the completed stadium. Temporary alternative 
arrangements are being discussed if the stadium is not quite ready by the time some activities are 
scheduled. 

Lastly, the promised “climbing web” will become a reality this spring at East Grand River Park. Rotary 
Club of Grand Haven, with the City of Grand Haven and the Loutit Foundation teamed up to finance 
this play structure. It was originally slated for Bolt Park; but, since there is more room at East Grand 
River Park, it made more sense to locate it there. It’s wise to have patience and flexibility; because, as a 
bonus, there was enough money to also make improvements at Bolt Park, so both locations will benefit. 

Enjoy the spring, a time of returning birds, budding flowers and new beginnings. 
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Lynne Sherwood Waterfront Stadium Update
This spring, construction to complete the Lynne Sherwood 
Waterfront Stadium will be in high gear. In 2017, City Council 
initiated a project to replace the aging Waterfront Stadium 
and redevelop the entire 0.53 acres parcel. The project site 
is located near the intersection of One South Harbor Drive 
and Washington Avenue, next to the Grand Haven Municipal 
Marina. At completion, design features include amphitheater-
style seating, handicap-accessibility and a sound stage. 
This project is slated to be completed by summer 2018. The 
estimated cost for this project is $3.2 million, which will be 
covered by donations, a local match and a state grant. 

Since traffic increases at this time of year, we want you to be 
safe. Please pay careful attention to large pieces of construction 
equipment near Harbor Drive intersections at Columbus 
Avenue and Washington Avenue. Parking in the municipal 
marina parking lot will be limited. If you have any questions 
regarding this project, contact Derek Gajdos, Director of 
Public Works at (616) 847-3493.

Pedestrian Safety
With warmer weather making its 
return, Grand Haven residents and 
visitors will set out to enjoy the 
outdoors our City provides. With 
walkable neighborhoods, trails, 

boardwalks and shopping districts, many will seek to enjoy 
these features by walking.

It is important to remember to be safe while walking. Here are 
a few important tips for pedestrians.

•	 Walk	on	paved	sidewalks	wherever	available;

•	 Cross	the	street	at	an	intersection	or	designated	crosswalk	
when possible and always stop, look left, right and left again 
before crossing. Do not rely solely on pedestrian traffic 
signals;

•	 Increase	 visibility	 at	 night	 by	 carrying	 a	 flashlight	 when	
walking	 and	 wearing	 light-colored	 or	 reflective	 clothing	
that	highlights	body	movements;

•	 Watch	for	cars	that	are	turning	or	backing	up;

•	 Try	to	make	eye	contact	with	drivers	before	crossing	front	
of them and do not assume that because you can see the 
driver, the driver can see you.

Visit www.michigan.gov/sos for additional information 
concerning State of Michigan statutes on pedestrians. Be safe!

Oak Wilt Disease in the City
Oak Wilt disease is the latest threat to large scale tree 
mortality in the United States due to the introduction of 
invasive, exotic species. In the early 1900s approximately four 
billion American chestnut trees died in the United States from 
chestnut blight. Between 1930 and 1990, more than 75% of 
North America’s 77 million elms died from Dutch elm disease 
(DED).	Today,	communities	are	fighting	off	the	dreadful	Oak	

Wilt disease but it remains a serious 
threat to the health and growth 
of our tree population in urban 
settings.	 To	 prevent	 past	 atrocities	
from occurring in our future, all 
are encouraged to learn more 
about oak wilt on the City’s website 
under City Services and then select 
Sustainability & Environmental.

Boards and Commission Openings
Name of Board or Commission Term Expiration
Compensation Commission 12/31/2021
Compensation Commission 12/31/2020
Construction Board of Appeals 12/31/2018
Musical Fountain Committee 6/30/2020
Zoning Board of Appeals  6/30/2019

For more information regarding Grand Haven 
Boards and Commissions, please visit the city’s 
webpage at www.grandhaven.org/city-services/
boards-and-commissions/. 

Human Resources 
Full-time, seasonal and temporary job 
opportunities with the City of Grand Haven are 
posted on the City’s website under City Services 
and then select Employment Opportunities. 
Follow the City of Grand Haven on social media for real time 
updates on employment opportunities.

Rain Barrels Available at DPW
The Department of Public Works has saved 300-400 55 gallon 
drums	from	the	landfill!	These	are	available	to	City	residents	
who would like to use them for rain barrels. 
Stop by DPW between 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
to pick one up–while supplies last!

Department of Public Works
1120 Jackson Street
Grand Haven, MI  49417
616-847-4893

Overnight Parking
For only $5 you may purchase an overnight parking permit for 
downtown municipal parking lots. This is a great option for 
late night visitors/guests to downtown.

Violations can be costly, so protect your wallet and 
follow all parking restrictions throughout the city.



Finance
The City Budget for fiscal year 
2018-19 is almost complete. 
A public hearing for the FY 

2017-18 budgets is tentatively set for 
May 7 during the regular city council 
meeting. All city residents are strongly encouraged to review 
the city’s budget prior to its approval. For more information 
regarding the city’s finance, visit the City’s website, look under 
Departments and select Finance.
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Boating Safety 
Take extra precautions this boating season to reduce the 
potential safety hazards of carbon monoxide while boating. 
Every year there are reported illnesses from boaters whom 
unknowingly exposed themselves to high levels of the odorless, 
invisible, and tasteless gas. Carbon monoxide can build up in 
engine compartments, cabins, even in the water when a boat 

is idling. 

Here are a few of the warning signs that 
indicate carbon monoxide poisoning: 
headaches, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, 

and drowsiness. 

Consider these steps to decrease the chances of carbon 
monoxide poisoning:

•	 Install	a	marine	grade	carbon	monoxide	detector
•	 Keep	away	from	the	exhaust
•	 Avoid	 sitting	 near	 the	 rear	 boat	 deck	 while	 the	 motor 

is running
•	 Ensure	exhaust	outlets	are	unblocked
•	 Inspect	exhaust	and	other	engine	components

Please Help Us Keep Drainage Traps Clear!
This spring the Public Works Department 
asks residents to consider clearing debris 
from street gutters and storm water drainage 
traps located near their residence. Clean street 

gutters have plenty of benefits; for example, reduced water 
pollution from contaminated materials reaching our outfalls, 
decreased chance of street flooding from backed up or blocked 
drain traps, and overall enhanced neighborhood appearance. 
If	 you	 notice	 unusual	 drainage	 activity,	 feel	 free	 to	 contact	
Public Works at (616) 847-3493 or use the See Click Fix non-
emergency reporting tool at www.seeclickfix.org. See Click Fix 
has helped resolve over 250 issues.

Community Development Guide
Spring construction 
season is right around the 
corner. The Grand Haven 
Community Development 
Department is here to help 
ensure you have the right 

forms, permits and required approvals for your project. 

Also, community development provides key information and 
advisory services regarding growth and development; and 
responds to public inquiries regarding zoning, land use, and 
development standards. The department also processes current 
and long-range development applications in accordance with 
the City’s Master Plan and zoning regulations.

To learn more about community development in Grand 
Haven, go to the City’s Website and look under Departments 
and select Planning & Community Development.

Home Repair Grants Available to Area Homeowners
Home repair grants of up to $7,500 are 
available to homeowners in the City of Grand 
Haven, Grand Haven Township, the Village of 
Spring Lake, Spring Lake Township, and the 
City of Ferrysburg through the Neighborhood 
Impact	Program.		

Each	 spring,	 the	 Federal	 Home	 Loan	 Bank	 of	 Indianapolis	
makes millions of dollars available to eligible homeowners in 
Michigan	 and	 Indiana	 for	 home	 repairs.	When	 this	 money	
becomes available later in April, it will be distributed very 
quickly to applicants on a first-come first-served basis.  

The City of Grand Haven Neighborhood Housing Services 
partners with area banks to help residents apply for these 
grants.  Call Neighborhood Housing Services to find out if you 
qualify: 616-935-3270.

Eligibility requirements include: 

•	 Household	 income	 must	 be	 below	 80%	 of	 area 
median income

•	 Single-family	 home,	 owner-occupied	 for	 at	 least	 the	 past 
18 months 

•	 Current	 on	 mortgage,	 homeowners	 insurance,	 and 
property taxes

•	 All	persons	listed	on	the	deed	must	live	in	the	home

•	 No	changes	to	the	owners	listed	on	the	deed	for	the	past	18	
months (exceptions for death or divorce)

Eligible repairs include well/septic or sewer, HVAC, water 
heater, windows, roof, siding, insulation, exterior doors, 
gutters, plumbing, electrical, and more. 

Grants are also available for accessibility modifications 
for disabled residents or residents over 62 years of age, 
including ramps, hand rails, bathroom modifications, kitchen 
modifications, relocating laundry to main floor, wheelchair 
lifts, widened doorways, and more. 

Contact Neighborhood Housing Services for complete details: 
616-935-3270.

Streetlights and Traffic Signals
Please call 846-6250 to report problems with street 
and traffic lights.



Visit our Web Site: www.grandhaven.org
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For Special Event Listings
Contact the Grand Haven Area Visitor’s Bureau
www.visitgrandhaven.com or call 842-4499

Chamber of Commerce
www.grandhavenchamber.org or call 616-842-4910

Sign-up to receive 
electronic newsletters 
to your e-mail account 

at: www.grandhaven.org.  
(Go to “City Services” then 
“Press Releases & Local 
Publications”)

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
are held on the first and third 
Monday of every month, at 7:30 
p.m. Work Sessions may be 
held prior to Council Meetings. 
Meetings of the City Council 
can be viewed from our web site: 
www.grandhaven.org. 

Your Local Government:
MAYOR
Geri McCaleb
gmccaleb@grandhaven.org
844-0425 (home) 
402-5620 (cell)

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Michael Fritz
mfritz@grandhaven.org
842-2409 (home)
846-5006 (work)

Josh Brugger
jbrugger@grandhaven.org
402-0259 (cell)

Robert Monetza
rmonetza@grandhaven.org
846-3027 (home)

Dennis Scott
dcscott@grandhaven.org
638-9828 (cell)

CITY DEPARTMENTS
AIRPORT 842-4430
ASSESSING 846-8262
BLP 846-6250
BUILDING 847-3490
CEMETERY 847-3489
CLERK 847-4886
COMMUNITY CTR 842-2550
COMMUNITY DEV 847-3490
FINANCE 847-4893
HARBOR TRANSIT 842-3220
HOUSING SERVICES 935-3270
HUMAN RESOURCES 847-4887
LOUTIT LIBRARY 842-5560
MAIN STREET 844-1188
MANAGER’S OFFICE 847-4888
MARINA 847-3478
PUBLIC SAFETY 842-3460
PUBLIC WORKS 847-3493
TREASURER 842-3210
WASTE WATER 842-3215
WATER BILLING 847-4895
WATER FILTRATION 847-3488
ZONING 847-3490

Restroom Locations & Hours
A listing showing locations and availability of public restrooms maintained by the 
City is listed on the City’s webpage under City Services, then select Public Restrooms. 
Please share with your family, friends and others.

Residential Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste Collection 
Weekly curbside services within the City of Grand Haven are provided by 
Republic Services.

Schedule pick up for extra-large items by calling in advance. Major appliances 
and furniture will be picked up on the last Friday of each month.

Customers who travel for an extended period of time may call to have their 
account placed on “vacation hold.” You will not receive an invoice for the time you indicate to 
them you will be away.

To set up your service, call Republic Services at 877-698-7274.

Spring Yard Waste Cleanup
Republic Services will begin operating yard waste drop off sites on Saturday, 
March 31. Yard waste dumpsters will be at Griffin Elementary School (1700 South 
Griffin Street) and Lakeshore Middle School (900 Cutler Street). Operating times 
are Saturday: March 31, April 7, April 14, April 21, April 28, May 5, May 12, and 
May 19 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Residents of Grand Haven can bring yard waste in biodegradable bags, or bundles 
trimmed to a length no longer than 4’ feet.

Grand Haven Farmer’s Market
The Grand Haven Farmer’s Market will be open Saturdays, May 5 – October 27 
and Wednesdays June 6 – October 31. The Market is located under the green 
canopy at Chinook Pier at the intersection of Harbor Drive and First Street in 
Grand Haven. Official Market hours are 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Contact Mary 
Sherman, Market Master, at 616-842-4910 or by email at: msherman@grandhavenchamber.org.


