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A Note to Teachers 
  
I’m passionate about language arts. I love to read, write, and speak. As a 

homeschooling mom, I wanted my own children and my friends’ children to share my 
passion. Over the years, I found aspects of many different curricula that clicked with 
my students. But I never found something that did everything I wanted a complete 
curriculum for elementary students to do: 

• Use the most powerful medium to teach language arts: story 
• Give the why of language arts to motivate students 
• Teach to mastery rather than drill the same concepts year after year 
• Limit seat work and use little-to-no-prep games to teach instead 
• Teach all language arts: literature concepts, vocabulary, spelling, writing, 

and public speaking 
I felt called to create my own fast, easy, and fun curriculum for homeschooling 

parents and others who want to see students succeed in language arts.  
Grammar Galaxy: Red Star is for students who are at about a fifth-grade level or 

have completed Volumes 1-3 or their equivalent. Red Star can be read and completed 
independently if your student is at a 3rd grade reading level or above. The stories and 
concepts are appropriate for students in first through eighth grade, however, making 
this a perfect read-aloud for families. If you are reading to your student, be sure to 
point out the synonyms for vocabulary words that are provided. Following each story, 
there are questions to check for understanding. Students should complete the 
corresponding mission in the Mission Manual before moving on to the next story. The 
Mission Manual can be purchased at GrammarGalaxyBooks.com/shop. 

My hope is that your student will accept the call to be a guardian of Grammar 
Galaxy.  

 
Melanie Wilson 

  



 
 

A Note to Students 
  
I need your help. Grammar Galaxy is in trouble. The Gremlin is working hard to 

keep kids from reading, learning new words, and spelling correctly. He also wants to 
keep them from writing and public speaking. He knows that if he succeeds, the 
English language will be weak, and life will be miserable. 

Here is how you can help defeat the Gremlin. First, read each chapter in the text, 
paying attention to the vocabulary words that are in bold text. Note the synonym 
(word with similar meaning) that is given for each. Then make sure you can answer 
the discussion questions at the end of each chapter. If you can’t, review the text, and 
if you still need help, ask your teacher. Finally, complete the mission in your mission 
manual with the same number as the chapter in this book. 

I’m proud to have you join us as a guardian of the galaxy!  
 
Melanie Wilson 

 



 

 
 

 
Chapter 20 

 
 
At Saturday morning’s breakfast, the queen announced that she 

and Ellen were going shopping. 
“For what?” the king asked. “Not clothes, I hope. You already have 

all the clothes you need.” 
“Father, you don’t understand. We always need clothes,” Ellen 

said, grinning.  
The king snorted as though he didn’t agree. “Just don’t spend a 

lot,” he warned. The queen and Ellen nodded sweetly. “Kirk and I are 
going to be at his robotics competition today. I know it’s a long day, 
but it will be fun. Would you like to join us, Luke?” 

“No,” Luke said. “Me don’t want to go.” 
Before the king could chastise him, the queen asked Luke if he 

wanted to go shopping with them instead. 
“No, me don’t,” Luke said. 
“Luke, I understand not wanting to go, but don’t talk that way,” 

the queen corrected him. 
“What way?” Luke asked. “Me don’t want to go shopping or to the 

robotics tournament. Me want to stay here,” he said, pouting. 
The queen caught the king’s eye as if to say he should decide what 

to do. “What will you do if you stay home?” the king asked. 
“Me will take Comet for a walk. Me can play catch with the butler. 

Him said he would play with me. Me can find things to do.” 
“Luke, are you feeling all right?” the king asked.  
“Yes, why?” Luke asked. “Me just want to stay home today. You 

can ask the butler and Cook to watch me. Please?” Luke pleaded. 
The king frowned and then sighed. “I supposed it would be all right 

this once,” he said. 
 “Thank you, Father,” Luke said, 

excusing himself. “Me going to take 
Comet for a walk right now.” Comet 
trailed the boy out of the room 

«««««««««« 
trailed	–	followed	
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eagerly. 
The queen asked Kirk and Ellen to go get ready to leave. When they 

were gone, the queen whispered to the king, “I think I know what’s 
wrong with Luke.”  

“You do? I’m glad because he was worrying me,” the king said. 
“Yes. I think he is jealous of the time we spend with Kirk and Ellen. 

He wants to have the attention he got as a baby. So he is using baby 
talk.” 

“Hm. I just know I don’t like it at all,” the king said. 
“I know. I’ll spend some special time with him this evening.” Ellen 

had come back to the dining room as she finished speaking, so the 
queen dropped the subject. 

 
After the queen and her daughter had spent a few hours shopping, 

the queen suggested they have lunch. Ellen loved having lunch out 
with her mother. The two agreed on a restaurant and were seated at a 
secluded table. The waitress came and took the queen’s order.  

When it was Ellen’s turn to order, she said, “Me thinks me will 
have the sandwich special.”  

The queen was startled to hear her daughter use baby talk like 
Luke had. Could she have heard me say I wanted to spend extra time 
with Luke? she wondered. She hoped the baby talk wouldn’t continue.  

But when the waitress asked if the two wanted dessert, Ellen 
spoke for both of them. “Us both want the hot fudge sundae.” 

“No!” the queen interjected without thinking. “I mean yes. We’ll 
have a hot fudge sundae, but we’ll split it,” she said, smiling 
apologetically. “I hope that’s okay,” she asked her daughter. Ellen 
nodded happily. Hm, the queen thought, maybe she does need special 
attention. 

 
At the robotics competition, the king was proud as he watched Kirk 

work with his team. But later as he and Kirk watched other teams 
compete, the king was worried. Kirk 
was speaking strangely. It was almost 
like the baby talk Luke had been 
using. But why? He hadn’t been 
neglecting to spend time with him.  

 
When the family reunited later for dinner, the queen greeted her 

husband with a kiss. “Me missed you today. Thank you for being so 

«««««««««« 
neglecting	–	failing	
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generous,” she said. 
The king smiled warmly but then thought a moment.”What did you 

say?” he asked. 
“Me said me missed you. You’re having hearing trouble hearing 

again, aren’t you?” the queen said teasingly. 
“No, me isn’t,” the king said. He gasped when he realized what he’d 

said. “Us are all using baby talk.” 
The queen realized it was true. “What do you think is wrong?” she 

asked. 
“Me don’t know, but me is going to find out,” the king said. 

“Screen, give me a status report on 
planet Sentence.” 

“Your Highness, there are no 
reports of unrest on the planet,” 
Screen said. 

“All right. Is anything else of 
interest happening there?” 

“The only thing I’m finding is a documentary team has begun 
filming there.” 

“Documentary? Who are they filming?” the king asked. 
“The subject of the documentary is pronouns, Your Majesty.” 
“Subjective pronouns. Of course!” the king said. “Thank you, 

Screen. Children, is it all right if we delay dinner? Us has a problem,” 
the king said. 

The kids agreed to follow their father to the castle library. Once 
there, the king read them an entry in The Guidebook to Grammar 
Galaxy on subjective versus objective pronouns. 

 
Subjective vs. Objective Pronouns 

Pronouns take the place of other nouns and can be subjective or objective. 
Subjective pronouns take the place of subject nouns. They often appear at the 

beginning of sentences. Subjective pronouns do the action of a sentence or are 
what is being described. Subjective pronouns are I, we, he, she, it, they, and you.  

We left right on time.  
I am so cold. 
Objective pronouns take the place of nouns acting as the direct object, indirect 

object, or object of the preposition. Objective pronouns include me, us, her, him, 
them, you, and it.  

«««««««««« 
unrest	–	conflict	
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The coach invited him to playoffs. 
The teacher gave her an award.  
This spot is just for us. 
 
Objective pronouns cannot be used as the subject of a sentence. You and it may 

be used as both subjects and objects. 
Her was the first girl in line. – incorrect 
She was the first girl in line. – correct  
You hit it too hard. – correct 
To remember which pronoun to use with compound subjects or objects (more 

than one), use only one pronoun. If it sounds wrong, try switching from objective to 
subjective or vice versa. Use the pronoun I or me last in compound subjects and 
objects.  

Me and Caleb are going to the store. – check compound subject  
Me is going to the store. – incorrect 
Caleb and I are going to the store. – correct 
I’m getting popcorn for she and I. – check compound object of the preposition 
I’m getting popcorn for she. – one pronoun, incorrect 
I’m getting popcorn for I. – one pronoun, incorrect 
I’m getting popcorn for her and me. – correct 

 
“Me still don’t understand why we’re talking this way,” Luke said.  
“Me suspects it’s because all of the pronouns are the subject of a 

documentary. All pronouns are subjects now,” the king said. 
“So what can us do?” Kirk asked. 
“Instead of being the subject of the documentary, us can have 

some of them called the object of the documentary. By official order,” 
the king said. “Me will need you to take the paperwork to planet 
Sentence.” 

“And us will need the guardians to help,” Luke said. “As soon as us 
eats,” he said, grinning. 

The three English children later completed a mission they called 
Subjective vs. Objective Pronouns. 
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What does unrest mean? 
 
What is a pronoun you shouldn’t use as the 
subject of a sentence? 
 
Why did Luke sound like he was using baby 
talk?
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Mission 24: Indefinite Pronouns     
 
Dear guardians, 

Sometimes less are more. Oops! We know that’s wrong, but we can’t change it until you help 
us complete this mission. Indefinite pronouns’ paperwork is being incorrectly stamped as singular or 
plural. We need you to mark them correctly. Then we can start speaking correctly. And maybe our 
family will get along better. For now, someone aren’t happy!   
  
Sincerely, 

Kirk, Luke, and Ellen English 
Guardians of Grammar Galaxy 
 
P.S. Father told us to say it isn’t right to say that someone aren’t happy. We don’t know if 
he doesn’t want us sharing personal information or if he means grammar. Either way, 
someone will be happier when your mission is complete. We are including information 
about indefinite pronouns from The Guidebook to Grammar Galaxy to help you. 
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Indefinite Pronouns 

Indefinite pronouns are pronouns that do not refer to specific nouns. To have subject-
verb agreement with indefinite pronouns, learn which pronouns are singular and which 
are plural.  

Indefinite pronouns ending in -one, -body, and -thing are always singular and take a 
singular verb.  

Someone is in my seat! (singular verb) 
Everybody has a place at the table. (singular verb)  
Everything is beautiful! (singular verb) 
Other singular indefinite pronouns include another, each, either, much, little, neither, and 

other.  
Either is fine. (singular verb)  
Much has been said about the topic. (singular verb) 
The indefinite pronouns both, few, many, others, and several are always plural. 
Few are able to pass the test. (plural verb)  
Several have told me about the park. (plural verb) 
Other indefinite pronouns are singular or plural depending on how they are used. They 

include all, any, more, most, and some.  
When used with a noun that can be counted, use a plural verb.  
Some of the quarters are on the floor. (quarters can be counted; plural) 
When used with a noun that cannot be counted, use a singular verb.  
Some of the flour is on the floor. (flour can’t be counted; singular)  
When used to describe a noun (rather than standing alone), the words any, each, few, 

some, many, much, and most are indefinite adjectives. Verb agreement is with the noun. 
Any player who breaks the rules will be eliminated. (singular verb) 
Some kids prefer to work alone. (plural verb) 
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Step 1: On Guard & Find the Indefinite Pronoun  
On Guard. Answer the questions or answer verbally for your 
teacher.  
 
1. What is an example of a reflexive pronoun? 
 
 
2. What is an example of a demonstrative pronoun? 

 
 

3. What is an example of an interrogative pronoun? 
 
 

4. What is an example of a subjective pronoun? 
 
 

5. What is an example of an object of the preposition? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Say each of these words in a sentence. Examples are given. 
 
purged – removed We purged all our baby stuff and 

then our baby brother was born. 
streamline – simplify Mom says we need to streamline our 

morning routine. 
deteriorate – worsen My grandma tries to save plants, but 

they usually deteriorate. 
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Find the indefinite pronoun. Read the sentence. Highlight any 
indefinite pronouns you find. 
 
1. The queen removed everything from her closet. 
 
2. The king didn’t want anything taken from his closet. 

3. The queen said most of the king’s clothes weren’t being worn. 

4. “Some of these clothes I’ve worn,” the king protested. 

5. “Several of these suits are covered in dust,” the queen retorted. 

6. “You’ve worn few of them,” she added. 

7. “Someone needs to focus on her own closet,” the king joked. 

8. He promised to go through all of his clothes later. 
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Step 2: Choose a Singular or Plural Verb  
Highlight the verb that belongs in the blank. Determine whether 
the indefinite pronoun or adjective is singular or plural. Then 
choose a verb to match. 
 
1. All of the queen’s conversations _________ about minimalism. 

is    are 
 

2. She says everyone _________ talking about it. 
is    are 
 

3. The king thinks neither _______ good—too much or too little. 
is    are 
 

4. Everybody _______ an opinion on the topic. 
has   have 
 

5. Others ________ an idea of how much is enough. 
has   have 
 

6.  But most of her clothes _______ unworn. 
 is    are 
 
7. Any shirt that _______ damage will be given away. 
 has   have 
 
8. But some women ___________ more clothes than others. 
 want   wants 

 
 
 
 

Activity. With your parent’s help, purge some things you don’t 
need or use. Try to use as many of this mission’s indefinite pronouns 
correctly as you can while you work. How many did you use? 
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Step 3: Rewrite the Sentences Using the Correct Verb 
Write the sentence correctly using a singular or plural verb to 
match the indefinite pronoun. The sentence may be correct as 
written. Hint: Underline book titles. 
 
1. I’m so motivated from reading Less Are More. 
 
 

 
2. Anything you don’t use or need are too much. 
 
 

 
3. Each of us is entitled to our own opinion. 
 
 

 
4. Everybody have loved this book. 

 
 
5. Some dresses is in boxes to go to charity. 
 
 

 
 
 
Vocabulary Victory! Do you remember what these words mean? 
Check Step 1 if you need a reminder. 
 
purged When was the last time you purged something? 
streamline It feels so good to streamline your closet. 
deteriorate Your mother’s grammar wouldn’t deteriorate just 

because she was excited about minimalism. 
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Advanced Guardians Only 
Write your opinion about something that affects your family. Use a 
singular indefinite pronoun, a plural indefinite pronoun, and an 
indefinite adjective with matching verbs in your writing. Highlight 
them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

252 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission 24: Update 
 
Dear guardian friends, 

We are thrilled to report that indefinite pronouns no longer have to have their paperwork 
stamped. And those words that were marked singular or plural have been correctly marked, thanks to 
you! 

We are also happy to report that the someone we mentioned in our letter is much happier 
now that everyone agrees less is more. Father says we shouldn’t be more specific than that. But we 
can be specific in giving you the solutions to this mission. Thanks so much for your hard work! 
 
Sincerely, 

Kirk, Luke, and Ellen English 
Guardians of Grammar Galaxy 
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Step 1 Solutions 
On Guard.  
1. What is an example of a reflexive pronoun? myself, oneself, ourselves, yourself, yourselves, himself, herself, itself, 

themselves 
2. What is an example of a demonstrative pronoun? this, that, these, those 
3. What is an example of an interrogative pronoun? who, whom, what, which 
4. What is an example of a subjective pronoun? I, we, he, she, it, they, you 
5. What is an example of an object of the preposition? Answers will vary. 
 
Find the indefinite pronouns. 
1. The queen removed everything from her closet. 
2. The king didn’t want anything taken from his closet. 
3. The queen said most of the king’s clothes weren’t being worn. 
4. “Some of these clothes I’ve worn,” the king protested. 
5. “Several of these suits are covered in dust,” the queen retorted. 
6. “You’ve worn few of them,” she added. 
7. “Someone needs to focus on her own closet,” the king joked. 
8. He promised to go through all of his clothes later. 
 
Step 2 Solutions 
1. All of the queen’s conversations _________ about minimalism. 

is    are 
2. She says everyone _________ talking about it. 

is    are 
3. The king thinks neither _______ good—too much or too little. 

is    are 
4. Everybody _______ an opinion on the topic. 

has   have 
5. Others ________ an idea of how much is enough. 

has   have 
6.  But most of her clothes _______ unworn. 

is    are 
7. Any shirt that _______ damage will be given away. 

has   have 
8. But some women ___________ more clothes than others. 

want   wants 
 
Step 3 Solutions 
1. I’m so motivated from reading Less Is More. 
2. Anything you don’t use or need is too much. 
3. Each of us is entitled to our own opinion. (correct as written) 
4. Everybody has loved this book. 
5. Some dresses are in boxes to go to charity. 
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