
 

 

PAST TENSE 

There are three main past tenses in English ( simple past, past continuous and past perfect ). 

They are used to talk about things that started and ended in the past(PAST SIMPLE) or things that 

started in the past and continued to the present (PAST PERFECT). 
 

1- Simple Past: is used to talk about actions happened and finished in a specific time in the past and 
the duration is not important. Verbs change into the past form usually by adding ( ed, or d ) with 
regular ones, but the irregular ones change completely or stay the same. 

Formation:   subject   + past form of the verb + time expression (yesterday, last week/ month/year… , ago). 

Regular verbs: play-played , finish-finished , arrive-arrived. 

Irregular verbs: go-went , write-wrote, come-came, put-put. 

Examples:                   

POSITIVE 
 I played football last week. 

Ali came yesterday. 

NEGATIVE 
I didn’t play tennis two weeks ago. 

Ali didn’t come yesterday. 

QUESTION 
Did you play football last week? 

Did Ali come yesterday?    



 

 

SIMPLE PAST TENSE OF TO BE, TO HAVE, TO DO 

Subject Verb 

  Be Have Do 

I was had did 

You were had did 

He/ She/ It was had did 

We were had did 

You were had did 

They were had did 

 

POSITIVE 
They had a test last month. 

The students were in class 5 minutes ago. 

NEGATIVE 
The students weren’t here yesterday. 

They didn’t have a test last week. 

QUESTION 
Were the students in class 5 minutes ago? 

Did they have a test last month? 

 



 

 

2- Past continuous: is used to talk about actions happened and continued at the time of speaking in the 

past. Also, the time should be more specific and it is usually interrupted or stopped by the simple past. 

 

Formation:         subject   +  was/were  +  base form of a verb + ing. 

  

 

   

 

 

 

Examples: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 
He 

She 

It 

was 

We 

You 

They 

were 

POSITIVE 
I was sleeping last night at 10 o’clock. 

They were studying when the bell rang. 

NEGATIVE 
Ali wasn’t playing football yesterday afternoon. 

Sara wasn’t cooking when the fire started. 

QUESTION 
Were you driving fast when the accident happened? 

Was Ahmad working yesterday at 2 pm? 



 

 

3- Past Perfect: is used to talk about actions began and ended before another time in the past. This       

means if we have two actions in the past; one is past perfect and another past form, the perfect 

happened first. It is often combined with the simple past form. 

 

Formation:        subject   +   had   + past participle  

 

Examples:  

 

            

 

 

                      

POSITIVE 
I had finished my duty before the manager called. 

Before Ali arrived the plane had taken off. 

NEGATIVE 
The students hadn’t done the test before the time was over. 

Before the children slept they hadn’t eaten dinner.  

QUESTION 
Had the thieves left before the police came? 

Had you had a shower before you went out to work? 

THIRD CONDITIONAL If I had been to Egypt, I would have seen the pyramids. 
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