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“Commandment #6—You Shall Not Kill”
Exodus 20:13

1. Beginning in Exodus 20:13, this commandment to ancient Israel and the next
two only have two Hebrew words to describe the relationship with their neigh-
bor.

2. God made all of life, and with mankind, He made him a living “soul.” God en-
dued man with something that will go on eternally. God made man in His own
image. It is no wonder then that with regard to life, God said to His people
that what will distinguish them from other nations is that there will be no tol-
erance for murder.

3. There are, based on this fundamental commandment and teaching, two prima-
ry views that Christians have adopted about “killing”:
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Applications to be made in understanding commandment #6:
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