Life in the Spirit
Rediscovering a Biblical Understanding of the Holy Spirit
Sunday School – Fall 2018

Lesson 1
Old Testament View of the Holy Spirit
Audio Link: http://graceprovidencechurch.org/2018/09/09/life-in-the-spirit-ot-view-of-hs/

Presented by Jim Cole
Sunday, September 9, 2018
Grace Providence Church - Cerritos, CA
www.graceprovidencechurch.org

THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Wind of God

Θεό$νευστος, Hagios Pnuema, Ruach Yhovah, Nshamah Sadday
Ruach Hakodesh, Ruack Elohim, Holy Spirit, Spirit of GOD
Roo’akh
Wind; by resemblance breath.
i.e. a sensible (or even violent) exhilation; figuratively, life, anger, insubstantiality. Strong’s
He Not It: I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak and he will declare to you the things that
are to come. Jn 16:12-14
In the beginning god
Gen 1:2 and the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And the earth was vacancy and desolation, solitary of the sons of men, and void of every
animal; and darkness was upon the face of the abyss, and the Spirit of mercies from
before the Lord breathed upon the face of the waters. Targum Gen 1:2
Functions of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament
I.
The Spirit brings order from chaos
Gen 1:2 and the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
“The activity of the divine Ruach is that of extending God’s presence into creation in such
a way as to order and complete what has been planned in the mind of God. This is exactly
the role the Spirit fulfills elsewhere in Scripture.” Sinclair Ferguson
Ps 33:6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath [ruach] of
his mouth all their host.
Job 26:7-10 He stretches out the north over the void and hangs the earth on nothing. He
binds up the waters in his thick clouds, and the cloud is not split open under them. He
covers the face of the full moon and spreads over it his cloud. He has inscribed a circle on
the face of the waters at the boundary between light and darkness.
Job 26:13 By his Spirit [Ruach] the heavens were made fair.
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II.

The Spirit is the source of all life including the “New Life”

Gen 2:7 and the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed [naphach]
into his nostrils the breath [nshamah] of life; and man became a living soul. nephesh]
Psa 104:29, 30 When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their
breath, they die and return to the dust. When you send your Spirit, they are created, and
you renew the face of the ground.
Job 33:4 the Ruach Elohim has made me and the Nshamah Sadday gives me life.
Matt 1:18 Mary was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit [Hagios Pneuma]
same word in Greek.
(pneumatic air power)
Job 33:4 the Ruach Elohim has made me and the Nshamah Shadday gives me life.
Eze 37:9 So I prophesied as he commanded me and the breath came into them, and they
lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.
Dt 30:6 The LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so
that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you
may live.
Eze 36:26 I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. I will remove
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh
The Holy Spirit is the agent not only of creation, but also of God’s new creation in Christ.
Alistair Begg Jn 3:5

Jn 3:5 Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.
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III.

The Spirit transmits and preserves the word of God

David: The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his word was on my tongue. II Sam
23:2
Eze 2:2 He said to me, “son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” As he
spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to
me.
Zec 7:12 they made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the law or to the
words that the LORD Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets
Job 32:8 But it is the Spirit [ruach] in man, the breath [Nshamah Sadday], that makes
him understand.
Neh 9:20 You gave them your good Spirit to instruct them
Jer 1:9 The LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; the LORD said to me
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth.”
Amos 3:7-8”The Lord GOD does nothing without revealing His secret to his
servants the prophets. The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord GOD has
spoken; who can but prophesy?”
2Pet 1:21 no prophesy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Hagios Pneuma
2Ti 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God… ESV
θεόπνευστος - Theopneustos
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IV.

The Spirit proclaimed Christ

Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. Lk 4:21
Isa 9:6, 7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no
end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will do this.
Isa 11:1-5 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear fruit. And The RuachYhovah shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the ruach of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
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V.
The Spirit restrains evil and reveals sin
Gen 6:3 My Spirit shall not always strive with man,
Psa 143:10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit lead me on
level ground.
Eze 36:27 I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be
careful to obey my rules.
“The Spirit’s ministry in the OT cannot be limited to the creation of a political entity, a
theocracy in the external sense. It includes the moral ordering of the people.” Sinclair
Ferguson

2 Thes 2:7-8 the mystery of iniquity is already at work. Only he who restrains it will do so
until he is out of the way then the lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord Jesus will
kill with the breath [pneuma] of his mouth.
VI. The Spirit operates within & around creatures and the creation.

Nu 11:16-17 Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel – I will take some of the
Spirit that is on you and put it on them, and they shall bear the burden of the people
with you, so that you may not bear it alone
The Spirit was said to be “IN” (beth) certain people
Joseph: Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit
of God?” Gen 41:38
Joshua: Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand
on him. Make him stand before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and you shall
commission him in their sight. You shall invest him with some of your authority that all the
congregation of the people of Israel may obey. Nu 27:18-20
Daniel: I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought before me to interpret
the dream for me; when the magicians, enchanters, astrologers diviners came, I told them
the dream, but they could not interpret it for me. Finally, Daniel came into my presence
and I told him the dream, and the spirit of the holy gods is in him. Daniel 4:6-8
Balaam: Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe, and the Spirit of
God came upon him, and he took up his discourse. Nu 24:2
Donkey: Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey. Nu 22:23
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The Spirit came “ON/UPON” (al) some
Othneil: Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, the Sirit of the Lord was
upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and the Lord gave Cushanrishathaim into his hand. Jdg 3:10
Gideon: Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and
crossed over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. Then the Spirit of the LORD
came on Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. Jdg
6:34
The Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon.
Jephthah: Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Jephthah. He crossed Gilead and
Manasseh, passed through Mizpah of Gilead, and from there he advanced against the
Ammonites. Jdg 11:29
Jahaziel: And the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel ---- and he said, "Listen, all Judah
and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the LORD to you, 'Do not be
afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but God's. 2Ch 20:14,
15
Azariah: The Spirit of God came upon Azariah, ---- and he went out to meet Asa and said to
him, "Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The LORD is with you while you are with him.
2Ch 15:1

Saul: When he [Saul] turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And
all these signs came to pass that day. When they came to Gibeah, a group of prophets
met him, and the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. I Sam
10: 9-10
I Sam 15:23 Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you
from being king.
David: Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And
the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. I Sam 16:13
I Sam 16:14 the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the Lord
tormented him. (Abimelech) evil spirit between Abimelech and Shechem
Samson best illustrates the action of the Spirit in the OT.
Jdg 13:25 The Spirit of the Lord began to stir him [Samson]
Jdg 14:6 Later Sampson went with his family to visit Timnah where there was this girl
and he came upon a lion in the vineyard. Then the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him,
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and although he had nothing in his hand, he tore the lion in pieces as one tears a young
goat

There was this other girl
Jdg 16:20 Sampson awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and
shake myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him.
Jdg 16:22 But the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.
The Spirit “FILLED” [male’] some others
Bezalel: I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah,
and have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge
and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver and bronze, in
cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. And behold, I have
appointed with him Oholiab, and I have given to all able men ability, that they may make all
that I have commanded you. Ex 31:2-5
Joshua: Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses
had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had
commanded Moses. Dt 34:9
David: Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. David
Psa 51:11
So the worst thing that could happen is for the Spirit to leave a person or the nation.
Eze 10:18 The Glory of the LORD went out from the threshold of the house...
The gift of the Holy Spirit wasn’t merit based, i.e. Samson, Saul, Balaam, and
Donkey.
The gift of the HS in the OT was temporary and conditional upon obedience.
The Spirit was “IN” or “ON”, or “Filling” temporarily but was not “Dwelling IN”.
“If God gave a person an assignment, or intended something that required skills beyond
human ability, God imparted the Spirit who enabled them for the task. God did not dwell in
His people but in the midst of them.” Pastor Ed Bryant.
Isa 63:11 He put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit.
Hag 2:5b My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not.
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VII. The Spirit PRODUCED FAITH TO BELIEVE

Nu 11:29 “Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put his
Spirit on them”. Moses
Moses told the people before they entered the land
Dt 30:6 The LORD your God will circumcise your heart
Rom 2:29 circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit. [Pnuema]
This circumcision of the heart is the work of the Spirit and can be accomplished
only by Him.
Joel 2:28-29 It shall come to pass afterward, That I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I will
pour out my Spirit.
Jn 14:16, 17 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever. Even the Spirit [pneuma] of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does
not see him, or know Him; but you know Him; because He dwells [present tense] with you
and will be [future tense] in you.
1Pe 1:10-12 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to
be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in
them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was
revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been
announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit.
Jn 20:21 22 “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” When he had said this,
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit”.
“Faith was the necessary condition for salvation in the OT as well as in the NT. The covenant
relationship established by the Mosaic Law also implied that an Israelite must have faith in the
God of that covenant if he were to be pleasing to God and not be cut off.” Ryrie
Jn 3:8 The wind [pnuema] blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit
[Pnuema]. (Not, “so are all you guys saved after Pentecost.”)
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Eph 2:8 by grace you have been saved through faith.
The grace is God’s; the faith is gifted to us by the Spirit.
“If faith exits at all, in any time, in any degree, The Holy Spirit has wrought it. He is the Spirit of
faith, and faith is His unique product.” B.B. Warfield
Heb 11:1-3 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For
by it the people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word [rhema: an utterance] of God.
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, crossing the Red Sea, taking
Jericho, Rahab, Gidion, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the prophets.
Hebrews 11: BY FAITH.... almost everyone listed there was on the list of people IN, ON, or
FILLED by the Spirit.

And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them.
I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh,
that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them.
And they shall be my people,
and I will be their God.
Eze 11:19, 20
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