
Romans:	Life	in	Christ 
Lesson	24:	The	Importance	of	People 

Romans	16:1-27 
	 

Discussion Questions: 
  

1.    How do you feel when someone knows your name and refers to you by it?  How 
do you feel when someone makes mention of something you have done?   

  
2.    How do we live to be “as wise as a serpent and as innocent as a 
dove?”  Especially how do we do that when we assess someone’s motivations? 

   
I.               The Value of People in Ministry:  The Lord accomplishes his work through those 
who are willing to become living sacrifices for Christ- Romans 16:1-16 

  
A.   Phoebe embodies the qualities of a living sacrifice as she has ministered so 
effectively to Paul and to others- 16:1-2 
B.    Paul’s greetings reflect his devotion for those who have taken seriously the call to 
be living sacrifices and who have served the church- 16:3-16 

  
II.             Dealing with Divisiveness:  Inevitably there will be those who seek to cause 
divisions and turmoil in the local church and demand that their wants be met- Romans 
16:17-20 

  
A.   Christians need to be aware of those who would seek to cause splits within church 
bodies- 16:17 
B.    These dividers are driven by their own appetites and seek a self-centered agenda- 
16:18 
C.    Paul knew the Roman church’s reputation and knew that God was doing a work 
that Satan would want to disrupt- 16:19-20 
  

III.           A Blessing and a Benediction:  Paul longed for the Lord to be glorified and 
honored in everything- Romans 16:21-27 
  

A.   The believers with Paul sent their heartfelt greetings- 16:21-24 
B.    The Lord is the one who establishes Christians and enables them to stand firm- 
16:25 
C.    The ultimate purpose for everything in life is to “glorify God”- 16:26-27 

  
Takeaways: 
  



1.    Two things are crucial as we walk in “newness of life”- One is that we walk by 
faith, trusting the Lord to empower us through His Spirit- Romans 14:23; Romans 
8:4.  The other is that live to glorify the Lord- 1 Corinthians 10:31 
2.    People are important to the Lord and speaking to them by their names can edify 
and encourage them- Romans 16:1-3 

3.    The enemy longs to divide the body of Christ and have us live in broken 
relationships- 2 Corinthians 2:10-11 

 
 


