
Romans:	Life	in	Christ	
Lesson	23:	Ministry	Within	the	Body	of	Christ 

Romans	15:1-33	
	

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. How do you believe we are to relate to “one another” within the body of Christ? What 

should be included in how we relate to one another?  
 
2. How important is prayer to be in the life of the believer?  Is it prayer that is powerful or 

is it the God to whom we pray that is powerful? 
   
I. A Mandate and a Model:  Our responsibility as “stronger” believers is to minister to others so 

they are built up in their relationship with Christ, who modeled that kind of ministry- Romans 
15:1-4 

 
A. As disciples we are not to live for ourselves and just seek to satisfy our own wants as we 

help others grow in their walk with Christ- 15:1 
B. The Lord calls us to build up others through ministry, not tear them down by demanding our 

rights- 15:2 
C. Christ gave us a model of self-sacrificing ministry when He willingly sacrificed Himself on 

the cross for our sins- 15:3 
D. The OT provides us with a firm confidence for the future because the Lord instructs us 

through truths revealed in the OT- 15:4 
 
II, A Ministry of Oneness:  Christ calls us to be united in our minds and in our ministries to one 

another because such “oneness” reflects His character- Romans 15:5-12 
 

A. God gives us His endurance to continue to stand in the midst of trials- 15:5a 
B. God provides His encouragement to continue to walk faithfully with Him- 15:5b  
C. Our ministry to one another begins by having the Lord’s mindset toward each other- 15:5c 
D. Christ-motivated like mindedness results in a unity of heart that breaks forth in God 

honoring worship- 15:6 
E. If we have Christ’s mind toward Him and toward each other we will take one another into 

our lives and hearts as He has directed- 15:7; see John 17:22 
F. The Lord directs Jewish believers to embrace Gentile Christians and Gentile Christians to 

love and appreciate Jewish Christians- 15:8-12 
 

• Christ fulfilled the promises that God made to the patriarchs- 15:8 
• Christ extended mercy to the Gentiles by bringing them into the family of God- 

15:9-12 
 
III. The Benediction:  The Lord longs for us to be empowered by His Spirit and as we are controlled 

by His confident expectation for the future and His stability for the present- Romans15:13 
 
IV. A Vision for Life and Ministry:  Paul viewed himself through the lens of his relationship with 

Christ and therefore was motivated to carry the gospel to Rome and beyond- Romans 15:14-33   
 
A. God calls us, as he called Paul, to view our lives and ministries as a result of the grace of 



God- 15:14-16 
B. God’s past work in our lives can provide us a path for the future- 15:17-29 
C. God accomplishes His work by honoring the prayers of His people- 15:30-33 

 
Takeaways: 
 
1. We have the opportunity and the responsibility to accept one another as Christ has 

accepted us.  The appeal to Philemon to receive back his servant demonstrates the 
point- Philemon 12, 15, 17 

2. Prayer is significant because the One to Whom we pray can do great things- Colossians 
4:2-4 

3. The Lord desires us to depend upon the indwelling Holy Spirit to do all that He desires us 
to do- Romans 8:4 

 
 


