
Romans:	Life	in	Christ	
Lesson	21:	Submitting	to	Governing	Authorities	and	to	the	Lord 

Romans	13:1-14	
	

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. How do you balance having the freedom of speech and the Biblical directive to honor our 

leaders in government? 
 
2. How do you think believers can most effectively express the righteousness of Christ? 
   
I. Submission to Governmental Authority:  Government is God’s chosen instrument to insure that 

justice is carried out and the believer should submit to government within its God given sphere- 
Romans 13:1-7 

 
A. Possible reason for this instruction: Submission to government may have been an issue 

because of the accusations against Christians as being insurrectionists- Acts 17:7; 25:8 
 

B. Paul begins by stating that governing authorities have been put in place by God- 13:1 
 

• Nero was the emperor of Paul’s day. 
• God is the ultimate ruler and all authority exists because he has established it and He 

permits it. 
• God calls believers to live under the governmental authority of one’s day. 

 
C. Rebellion against God-ordained governing authority is really rebellion against God- 13:2; 

see Acts 4:5-22 
 

D. The primary function of government rests in the arena of justice and government exists to 
punish those who violate justice and to praise those who do well- 13:3-4 

 
E. Believers should submit to government in order to keep a clear conscience before God and 

with men- 13:5 
 

F. A Christian should pay taxes to government and should honor those who hold positions of 
governmental authority- 13:6-7 

 
II. Submission to the Lord:  God calls the believer to be in loving relationships which comes from 

being yielded to Christ and which prepares one for Christ’s return- Romans 13:8-14 
 

A. Love one another expresses the obligation we have to each other and love fulfills God’s 
law- 13:8 
 

B. Each of the man-ward commandments can be summed up in the phrase love your neighbor 
as yourself- 13:9-10 

 
C. In light of the imminent return of Christ, believers are to live in loving relationships and 

thus bring the light of Christ into a dark world- 13:11-12 
 



D. Putting on Christ will mean that we refuse to live in the flesh and we resist the pull of the 
flesh by living in light of our new nature, dependent upon the indwelling Christ to live His 
life through us- 13:13-14 

 
Takeaways: 
 
1. One of the highest responsibilities toward governing leaders is to pray for them- 1 

Timothy 2:1-4 
2. Paying taxes is a legal responsibility and a Biblical responsibility- Mark 12:13:17  
3. Loving one another is the highest human expression of righteous living and is empowered 

by the indwelling Holy Spirit- Galatians 5:22-23; Matthew 22:36-40; John 13:34-35 
 

 


