


I want to report to you my friends, that 

my imprisonment here has had the 

opposite of its intended effect. Instead 

of being squelched, the Message has 

actually prospered.



• Esau’s wrath caused Jacob to flee to Haran, where he 

met Rachel (Gen. 27:41–45; 29:10–11).

• The wrath of his 11 brothers sent Joseph to Egypt as 

a slave; there, he became prime minister and rescued his 

family from famine (Gen. 37:23–28; 41:38–44; 50:20).

• When a Moabite king hired Balaam to curse Israel, 

the result was a beautiful prophecy about Christ (Num. 

22:1–6; 24:17).

• When Haman built a gallows to hang Mordecai, he 

was himself hanged on it (Esther 5:12–14; 7:10).

• When an Israelite king burned a book from God, the 

book was rewritten with an addition that prophesied the 

king’s own doom (Jer. 36:20–23, 27–32).

• The crucifixion of Christ resulted in salvation for all 

repentant sinners (Acts 2:36).

• A Roman emperor banished the apostle John to a 

lonely island to prevent him from preaching the gospel; 

while there, John wrote Revelation



Imagine yourself as one of those soldiers, 

chained to a man who prayed “without 

ceasing,” who was constantly interviewing 

people about their spiritual condition, and who 

was repeatedly writing letters to Christians and 

churches throughout the Empire! It was not 

long before some of these soldiers put their 

faith in Christ. Paul was able to get the Gospel 

into the elite Praetorian Guard, something he 

could not have done had he been a free man.



He was in Rome as an official prisoner, and his 

case was an important one. The Roman 

government was going to determine the official 

status of this new “Christian” sect. Was it 

merely another sect of the Jews? Or was it 

something new and possibly dangerous? 

Imagine how pleased Paul must have been 

knowing that the court officials were forced to 

study the doctrines of the Christian faith!



Sometimes God has to put “chains” on His people to get 
them to accomplish a “pioneer advance” that could 
never happen any other way. Young mothers may feel 
chained to the home as they care for their children, but 
God can use those “chains” to reach people with the 
message of salvation. Susannah Wesley was the mother 
of nineteen children, before the days of labor-saving 
devices and disposable diapers! Out of that large family 
came John and Charles Wesley, whose combined 
ministries shook the British Isles. At six weeks of age, 
Fanny Crosby was blinded, but even as a youngster she 
determined not to be confined by the chains of darkness. 
In time, she became a mighty force for God through her 
hymns and Gospel songs.



It is God’s prerogative to 

judge of the principles men 

act upon; this is out of our 

line.



It is a matter of historic record that the two great English 

evangelists, John Wesley and George Whitefield, 

disagreed on doctrinal matters. Both of them were very 

successful, preaching to thousands of people and seeing 

multitudes come to Christ. It is reported that somebody 

asked Wesley if he expected to see Whitefield in heaven, 

and the evangelist replied, “No, I do not.” 

“Then you do not think Whitefield is a converted man?” 

“Of course he is a converted man!” Wesley said. “But I do 

not expect to see him in heaven—because he will be so 

close to the throne of God and I so far away that I will 

not be able to see him!” Though he differed with his 

brother in some matters, Wesley did not have any envy 

in his heart, nor did he seek to oppose Whitefield’s 

ministry.



Observe the power of divine 
grace; that which was intended 
by the enemy to discourage the 
preachers of the gospel was 
overruled for their 
encouragement.



This is one of the things which accompany 

salvation—to be able to rejoice that Christ is 

preached, though it be to the diminution of us 

and our reputation. This noble spirit appeared 

in John the Baptist, at the first public preaching 

of Christ: "This my joy therefore is fulfilled. He 

must increase, but I must decrease, Jn. 3:29, 30. 

Let him shine, though I be obscured; and his 

glory be exalted, though upon my ruins.



You may find yourself thinking, I can't go and preach the 

gospel. I can't be an evangelist, a missionary, a pastor, or 

a Bible teacher. I'm stuck with my job. But the lesson 

here is that it doesn't matter whether you're chained to 

a desk, an assembly line, a classroom, a car, or a sales 

position--they all provide opportunities for you to further 

the gospel. Whatever you're chained to, you must live in 

a way that makes the gospel believable. The worse your 

confinement, the greater the opportunity for a godly life 

to shine. People often tell me how hard it is to witness 

where they work. My reaction is that it is generally 

harder to witness under ideal conditions than in more 

difficult situations. That's because in difficult situations 

the reality of a transformed life is more apparent and 

that can't help but be attractive.



I believe that those to whom Paul referred were Christian 

leaders who were once threatened by Paul’s popularity 

and influence from a distance, but who are now 

intimidated by his presence. Many Christians seem to 

think that this is not possible. As one who has been 

involved in full-time Christian ministry for a number of 

years, I am here to tell you that Christians who are “in 

the ministry” are just as selfish, just as jealous, and just 

as manipulative as Christians who are not paid for their 

ministry. Indeed, some Christians in the ministry are 

more jealous and power hungry than some unbelievers I 

know.



My point in all this is that I believe those who are 

preaching Christ from envy and rivalry are also preaching 

Christ because they love God and desire to see the lost 

saved. I am willing to believe that they wanted to be 

obedient to the Great Commission. In other words, their 

“envy and rivalry” was definitely a part of their 

motivation—the bad part!—but it was not their only 

motivation. It would be very difficult for me to think of 

anything I have ever done that was “purely” out of love 

for Christ, or out of a desire to obey His Word. Acting, no 

doubt, with a certain measure of godly motivation, these 

“preachers” have also acted out of ungodly motives. We 

might say that they have preached Christ “in the flesh.”



6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 

the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ 

and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is 

really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are 

throwing you into confusion and are trying to 

pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an 

angel from heaven should preach a gospel other 

than the one we preached to you, let them be 

under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so 

now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a 

gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 

under God’s curse!



“In essentials, unity; in non-
essentials, liberty; in all 
things, charity.”



I pray that you may be active in 

sharing your faith, so that you 

will have a full understanding of 

every good thing we have in 

Christ.


