
Leviticus 
(Lecture 4)
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Genesis 2:4-16
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“In the mythical structures of the ancient world, at the 
very centre of the earth and so controlling it, stood the 
sacred mountain where the deity of the national 
fortunes presided and where contact with him could be 
had. It was at this point that it was believed that the 
upper and lower waters of the cosmos met, where 
heaven and earth and the netherworld were connected. 
The important depiction of Eden as the holy mountain 
of God, itself a synonym for the temple in the Old 
Testament in Ezekiel 28:13-14, takes us back to this 
paramount theological point of the ancient Neat East. 
In the ancient Near East the sacred mountain was the 
meeting place of heaven and earth where celestial and 
mundane reality met. There the gods assembled in 
council, presided over by the principle deity (Anu/El). 
From this place, world decrees by which creation was 
to be regulated were promulgated. From this “cosmic 
mountain” there was frequently thought to issue a 
sacred stream whose water teemed with supernatural 
significance. There, at the sacred site, the victory that 
brought creation into being was won and celebrated. 
The cosmic mountain lay at the center of the world, 
and everything in creation took its bearings from it. 
Significant mountains in the ancient world were 
imagined as basic points of contact between heaven 
and earth. Eden is presented as the axis mundi [center 
of the world], the point from which the primal stream 
from the mountain divides to the four quarters 
([Gen.]2:10-14). In this mountain centre stood the 
trees of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. They signified the source of life and the manner 
by which life was to be conducted.” 

- William Dumbrell quoted in Gentry and Wellum, Kingdom 
Through Covenant, 2nd Ed., 251.
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Ezekiel 28:11-19
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“What Ezekiel says here to the king of Tyre reflects what 

he has learned from earlier Scripture about the garden of 

Eden and Satan, and his application of this Satanic 

imagery to the king of Tyre reflects typological thinking: 

the king of Tyre is the type of person Satan is.  

What do Ezekiel’s words to the king of Tyre show us 

about his father the devil? This ‘anointed guardian 

cherub’ (28:14) was ‘in Eden.’ As the cherub was to 

guard Eden, so Adam and the priests were to guard Eden, 

tabernacle, and temple. Second, the cherub was 

‘anointed’ for his duties in Eden, just as the priests were 

‘anointed’ (e.g., Ex 28:41) for their duties at tabernacle 

and temple. Third, the list of stones that were the 

‘covering’ for this ‘cherub’ (28:13-14) are the same 

stones to be used for the priests’ garments (Exod 28) 

[…] Fourth, and most significant […], note that ‘in 

Eden, the garden of God’ (Ezek 28:13) this cherub was 

‘on the holy mountain of God’ (Ezek 28:14). This 

indicates that when Ezekiel thought of the garden of 

Eden, on the basis of the Scripture available to him, he 

thought of a mountain of God.” 

- James Hamilton, Typology, 228.
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Exodus 24
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Mount Sinai Tabernacle

Three distinct zones

(Foot / Mid / Summit)

Three distinct zones

(Courtyard / Holy Place / Holy of Holies)

Yahweh calls out to Moses from the summit 
of the mountain (Ex. 19:3)

Yahweh calls out to Moses from the the Holy 
of Holies (Lev. 1:1; Num. 7:89).

The Ten Commandments originated 

atop Mount Sinai.

The Ten Commandments were kept in the 
Holy of Holies—the typological “summit”.

Mount Sinai is accessed only after sacrifices 
were offered at the foot of the mountain 


(Ex. 24:4-8).

The Tabernacle is accessed only after 
sacrifices were offered on the altar that stood 

at the entrance to the tent (Lev. 1-16).

Yahweh’s glory cloud covered the mountain 
(Ex. 24:15-16).

Yahweh’s glory cloud covered the Tabernacle 
(Ex. 40:34). 
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