
Leviticus 
Lecture 3



The Argument 
Premise 1: If Yahweh rests in some place x, then x is His temple. 
Premise 2: Yahweh rested in the world/creation. 
Conclusion: Therefore, the world is Yahweh’s temple.



“The concept of divine rest can, in turn, by elucidated 
by ancient Near Eastern literature, which demonstrates 
that a deity’s rest is achieved in a temple, generally as a 
result of order having been established. The rest, while 
it represents disengagement from the process of 
establishing order, is more importantly, an expression 
of engagement as the deity takes his place at the helm 
to maintain an ordered, secure, and stable cosmos.” 
- John Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament, 235.



Psalm 132:1-9; 13-16



Exodus 5:1-9



“The Holy of Holies is part of God’s 
heavenly throne room. Yahweh ‘sits 
enthroned above the cherubim’ on 
the ‘ark of God’ (1 Chron 13:6). Since 
the ark was the footstool of God’s 
heavenly throne (28:2; Ps 99:5; 
132:7-8; Isa 66:1; Lam 2:1), the Holy 
of Holies was the bottom part to 
where the heavenly throne room 
extended. Since the ark represented 
the heavenly presence of God, its 
movement outside the Holy of Holies 
signaled the movement of God 
himself breaking into the earthly 
realm to scatter his enemies (Num 
10:35).” 
- G.K. Beale, God Dwells Among Us, 53.



Numbers 10:33-36


