
Introducing The Westin The Woodlands 
The Howard Hughes Corporation® Welcomes a New Standard of Hospitality to The Woodlands, Texas in Late February 

 

 
 
Slated for a late February 2016 debut, The Westin The Woodlands’ much-anticipated unveiling by The Howard Hughes 
Corporation® represents a milestone in the booming Texas community’s evolution as a nationally recognized business and 
leisure destination. Just under 30 miles from downtown Houston and approximately 20 miles from George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport, The Woodlands has emerged as one of the fastest growing areas in the country, while earning 
accolades for its pedestrian-oriented urban core, architectural standards, preservation of natural resources and quality of 
life. 
 
According to General Manager Mike Speicher, “Since the inception of this pivotal project by The Howard Hughes 
Corporation, our goal has not only been to serve the increasing numbers of discerning travelers coming to The Woodlands, 
but also to create an iconic, destination property that rewards visitors through the Starwood Preferred Guest® program 
and sets a new standard for the region with amenities that will inspire well-being and further enhance and benefit the 
community.” 
 
With a diverse, international and highly educated workforce boasting an average household net worth approaching one 
million dollars, The Woodlands continues to fuel the development of major corporate campuses – including a three-
million-square-foot complex on 385 acres just completed by ExxonMobil in adjacent Spring – and has become a preferred 
base for a myriad of entrepreneurial endeavors. Home to several Fortune 500 companies, The Township of 110,000 
attracts 20 million travelers a year through the support of The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau and thanks to a 
robust calendar of events, wealth of recreational offerings, premier retail, noteworthy restaurants and an acclaimed 
performing arts venue. Nearby Lake Conroe, Old Town Spring, Texas Renaissance Festival fair grounds and Sam Houston 
National Forest add to the area’s year-round appeal. 
 

By the numbers – The Woodlands’ great outdoors 
 

205 miles of hike and bike trails  131 parks 
200 acres – size of Lake Woodlands $15 –hour-long kayak rental at Riva Row Boathouse 
135 holes of golf    1.4 miles – length of The Woodlands Waterway 

http://www.starwoodhotels.com/westin/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=4140&language=en_US
http://www.howardhughes.com/
http://visitthewoodlands.com/
http://visitthewoodlands.com/


As it nears completion, the contemporary, 13-story luxury hotel has become a new landmark along The Woodlands 
Waterway®, a picturesque, tree-lined canal and path system that winds through downtown, connecting attractions 
ranging from Riva Row Boat House and The Woodlands Mall to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. The striking, cast 
stone and glass façade, resulting through a partnership of Boston-based Elkus Manfredi Architects and the Houston office 
of Gensler, hugs the curve of the water, creating an undulating geometry that is reflected throughout the exterior and 
interior design. 
 
Providing easy access off Woodloch Forest and Lake Robbins drives, The Westin The Woodlands will serve as a key anchor 
for the downtown area’s Waterway Square® mixed-use district and sits directly adjacent to Waterway Square itself. The 
public plaza with band shell and majestic fountains, choreographed to light and music, is a popular gathering place, 
providing a roster programming including movie nights, concerts and holiday spectaculars. 
 
The 302-room property will offer three primary access points and orientations: a porte cochere and lobby entry near the 
top of Waterway Square Place fronting office towers with ground floor retail; a wraparound terrace off The Waterway and 
public square leading to a full-floor and 15,000 feet of meeting and event space; and grand staircase housed in two-story, 
glass cylinder on the northwest corner of the building. Mimicking the tallest fountain, the stair structure adjoins a 
promenade overlooking Waterway Square and provides a dramatic transition from the street into CURRENT restaurant 
and SideBar, the hotel’s signature nightlife venue, a flight above. 
 

 
 

The Westin The Woodlands Lobby 
 
 
Welcoming and tailored, the lobby introduces guests to a design rooted in its wooded, waterfront surroundings. “A 
background borrowed from the landscape seamlessly transcends into modern interior architecture by synthesizing forms, 
textures and contours,” said Reggi Nichols, President of Dallas-based waldrop+nichols studio, the interior design firm. 
“It’s a privilege to translate the forward-thinking vision of our client into a flagship hotel destination,” she continued. 
 
A reinterpretation of the 205 miles of trails that cross The Woodlands, a meandering light fixture draws guests from the 
entry through a wide channel towards a waterway outlook and escalators to the pre-function below. A convex/concave 
registration desk frames a wall of curved and flat leather and bronze panels depicting the area’s terrain. 
 
 
 
 



To the left of check-in, a Westin Haven connectivity lounge with various seating areas incorporates a full-service 
Starbucks®. Beyond the registration and to the right of the waterway escalators, the Lobby Bar, featuring a step out 
waterfront terrace, adjoins the glass box CURRENT private dining room. The bar will cater to guests seeking a tranquil 
ambience for cocktails and conversation, ideal for meetings, meet ups and pre-dinner socializing. 
 

To the right of the lobby, a short 
passage leads to the circular, grand 
stair and the main entrance to 
CURRENT. In addition to 
servicing SideBar, the staircase 
spiral creates a glass and steel nest 
for what is sure become the 
restaurant’s most requested table 
for a larger party of up to a dozen – 
ideal for people watching both 
inside and out. 
 
Showcasing a seasonally changing 
breakfast, lunch and dinner menu 
and unobstructed views of the 
waterway and fountains from its 
second floor, glass-walled aerie, 
CURRENT can seat 150. The 
private dining room will 
accommodate 20 to 35. While 
diners might be intrigued by the 
panorama, the interior will be no 
less engaging thanks to a 

demonstration kitchen with chef’s table and sculptural focal point created by figuratively deconstructing a tree trunk and 
utilizing the resulting vertical sections to encase a column and canopy the ceiling. 
 

 
 

CURRENT Restaurant 

Lobby Bar 

 



Envisioned to activate both day and night, floor L2 encompasses a 1,200-square-foot WestinWORKOUT® studio, 
expansive sun terrace with loungers and SideBar, which will open onto a wraparound balcony facing Waterway Square 
and a large patio with waterway-oriented, vanishing edge and glass tile pool, incorporating a fire element. The studio will 
offer chilled towel service, as well as Life Fitness equipment with individual monitors, disposable earbuds and mobile 
workout tracking capabilities. For travelers seeking a spot in the center of the action, a small number of guestrooms will be 
located steps away. 
 
Levels three through 12 house just 30 guestrooms per floor, situated 
along gently curved hallways bathed in subdued gray, blue and taupe 
tonalities that flow into each room. Moderne-style, streamlined 
custom furnishings and a flared footprint optimize space, while 
creating a relaxing, residential feel, which is reinforced by material 
selections such as walnut, maple and crème lacquer, plus abstract art 
and over-scale lounge seating. Every Westin Heavenly® Bed – 
featuring lush sheets, down cushioning and a patented pillow-top 
mattress – is cradled by a platform base. A millwork headboard wall 
integrates a recessed art niche, cantilevered nightstands, pendants and 
adjustable reading lights. Curvilinear desks, averaging 10 feet in 
length, stow ottomans and spill into a built-in luggage rack that 
doubles as a bench. 
 
The Heavenly® Bath, separated from the bedroom by a spa-inspired, 
walnut sliding door with frosted panel inset, is enhanced by an 
oversized counter with under mount sink, backlit mirror, open storage, 
Heavenly® Shower, Heavenly® Robe and White Tea Aloe amenities. 
 
Additional guestroom convenience offerings will include one-touch bedside lighting controls, solar and blackout shades, 
full-length mirror, wall safe, high-speed Internet access and 49-inch, wall-mounted flat screen with DIRECTV and laptop 
input. Built in millwork houses a single cup coffeemaker featuring Starbucks and mini refrigerator, which can be stocked 
to personal specifications prior to arrival. 
 
Travelers can also enjoy in-room dining via Westin’s signature Sleep Well SuperFoodsRX® menu, which includes 
nutrient-rich and delicious options to tempt every palate, while supporting adjustment to a new time zone and recovery 
from travel fatigue.  Traditional “Do Not Disturb” signs have been replaced by door bells with fiber optic red and green 
designations. 

 
 

King Guestroom 

   SideBar 

 



 
In addition to double and king, plus connecting double and king room configurations, each floor offers a corner suite with 
an expanded entry, dressing/seating area and two walls of floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking Waterway Square. The 
1,200-square-foot Presidential Suite provides the ultimate indulgence with postcard views of the city, open plan living and 
dining areas, pantry kitchen and an upscale design aesthetic with custom furnishings, artwork and artifacts. 
 
At the heart of The Westin The Woodlands, incomparable meeting and event space takes full advantage of its waterfront 
and waterside location. An atrium-like pre-function space with standing capacity of 225 soars more than two and a half 
stories and opens onto the nearly 6,000-square-foot Edgewater Ballroom. Bisected, rather than divided into typical 
sections of three, the functionality of the ballroom configuration allows an ideal flow for two simultaneous groups of 100. 
Combined, it can accommodate 222 seated with a dance floor. 
 
Off the pre-function area, a live wall with water feature and an interactive display board lead to a high-tech, high-touch 
Tangent™ workspace that can easily support activities as diverse as a break-out session, game-watching party venue or 
video game challenge. The remainder of the floor offers five additional spaces – two waterfront and one facing the plaza – 
with capacities ranging from 20 to 50. 
 

 
Waterfront Pre-function with Living Wall 

 
In addition to The Westin The Woodlands, The Howard Hughes Corporation has made a number of major contributions 
to the hospitality landscape of The Woodlands over the past year, completing $75-million in enhancements to The 
Woodlands Resort & Conference Center and unveiling the 66-acre Hughes Landing mixed-use district, which features an 
anchor Whole Foods Market®, waterfront Restaurant Row and soon-to-open, 205-room Embassy Suites, which it also 
owns and operates. 
 
The Westin The Woodlands is located at 2 Waterway Square Place. For more information or reservations, call 
281.419.4300 or visit westin.com. 
 
Press contact: Stuart Rosenberg 

Studio Communications 
713.524.2800 
stuartr@studiocommunications.net 


