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Welcome
Thank you for saying yes. 

At The Global Orphan Project, we are grateful for your willingness to join us on a Vision Trip to Haiti. We want 

you to have the best trip possible, so please read this guide carefully. It is full of helpful information about the 

purpose of a Vision Trip, what to expect and how to prepare. 

GO Project Vision Trips are incredible opportunities to grow spiritually, to cultivate awareness of the world, to 

recognize the needs of those around you and to respond to God’s call to love your neighbor. We trust God 

will work through your planning, preparation and prayer to make your trip a transformative time in your life. 

We encourage you to listen, learn and lean into whatever comes your way. 

There are many things you can do to prepare for the trip. We are here to help you do that. Likewise, there will 

be some things you will encounter in Haiti that you cannot prepare for. We are here to help you with that too.

Your choice to travel on a Vision Trip with us is humbling and an honor. Our team is ready to serve you 

every step of the way.
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About The Global Orphan Project 
Global Vision. Local Care. 

The Global Orphan Project (GO Project or GO) is a community. Setting traditional institutional orphan care 

models aside, we’re connecting a global family united by a shared vision to care for vulnerable children and 

prevent child abandonment. Focusing on one child at a time, we provide sustainable, local, family-style care 

that is deeply rooted in compassion, hope and the belief that every child deserves a chance.

Our mission
GO Project exists to break the orphan cycle through the power of community, commerce and the love of Jesus. 

COMMUNITY   |  Connecting you to the child in need

Whether a vulnerable child lives in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, or Los Angeles, California, we believe God has called 

the local church to care. We’re constantly learning and looking for innovative ways to expand the capacity 

of churches to care for vulnerable children and families in their own communities. Internationally, this global 

family helps local churches care for children through church-centered orphan care, transition, education and 

family-strengthening programs. In the U.S., we connect at-risk children served by the child welfare system to 

churches and individuals who want to help.

COMMERCE  |  Unleashing the power of your purchase

We believe there’s potential to bring lasting change through a decision as simple as buying a t-shirt. Wherever 

you travel in the world, there are families who could stay together if parents were simply given the opportunity 

to work and earn a living wage. That’s why our apparel manufacturing marketplace initiatives, GOEX and 

forevery, focus on orphan prevention through job creation. Employees of our Haiti and Kansas City-based 

apparel brands earn a fair wage that strengthens families and reinstates dignity and hope. And the best part? 

All GOEX and forevery profits help care for kids around the world. 

THE LOVE OF JESUS  |  Following the One who loved us first

GO Project exists and operates as an expression of Jesus Christ’s radical love in a fallen world. We are not 

affiliated with a particular denomination, but our leaders are all passionate followers of Christ. James 1:27 states: 

“Religion that God our father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 

distress, and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” This verse captures the heart of our ministry.
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Overview
What to expect on your Haiti Vision Trip

About Haiti 
Less than a 2-hour flight from Florida, Haiti is located on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola. While Haiti’s 

“mountains beyond mountains” and rugged island beauty are breathtaking, poverty is a tangible force in the 

daily lives of most Haitians. 

Historical French colonial exploitation, decades of ineffective government and natural disasters are just a few 

contributing challenges in Haiti. With more than two-thirds of adults lacking formal jobs, many cannot afford 

to care for their children, let alone pay the required fees for education. Less than 50% of children in Haiti 

attend school. (See page 25 for more Haiti facts) 

In spite of economic struggles, hope and resiliency are strong among Haiti’s people. And Haitian churches are 

rich in faith and actively ministering to their communities. 

What we do there 
Our local church partners provide family-style, culturally relevant care and education for orphaned and 

vulnerable children at 14 sites across Haiti. Haiti is also home to the GO Transition Academy, a 2-year 

vocational-technical school for young adults who have aged out of orphan care, and LIFE, the partner 

manufacturing facility for GOEX and forevery, our wholesale and retail apparel initiatives created to provide 

living wage jobs and send all profits back to care for kids.
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What you will do there
You will experience all aspects of our Haiti ministry and marketplace initiatives during your Vision Trip. 

Our prayer is that you will encounter the beauty of God’s heart for His children in Haiti, and around the world.

Beauty and Brokenness 

You will see the extraordinary beauty of Haiti’s people and country. You will also be exposed to the 

burdens and challenges of everyday life there. 

Orphan Care and Transition

Together, we will witness the Church’s love for the orphaned and vulnerable as we spend time with 

children and young adults entrusted to our local care partners. 

Redemptive Businesses

As we visit businesses dedicated to the dignity and futures of their employees, you will have the 

opportunity to learn about their business models and how children are impacted. 

Local Churches

You will meet our on-the-ground ministry partners who are using their lives to care for vulnerable 

children. You will also be invited to worship with local Christians and experience God’s beauty in a new 

language and culture. 

Three guiding questions to keep in mind 
As we journey together, we will consider the three stages of orphan ministry: prevention, care and transition. 

Consider these questions as we visit different destinations in Haiti:

1.     How does a local church respond to the needs of children and families in crisis?

2.     What happens to young adults as they age out of residential care?

3.     How can we help break the orphan cycle through commerce and the dignity of work?
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Planning Checklist 
Everything you need to know and do before you go
Planning for your trip is essential. Travel into the developing world 

can be unpredictable and may require flexibility, but you can 

eliminate many surprises by being well-prepared.

PASSPORT
• The Haitian government requires that all Americans entering 

Haiti have a valid passport with an expiration date that extends at 

least six months beyond your travel dates . 

• Check with your post office for a passport  application or go to the 

U.S. Department of State’s website at:  travel.state.gov/passport . 

• All travelers should make multiple copies of their passport. Leave a 

copy of your passport with your emergency contact in the U.S., carry 

a copy of your passport in your carry-on luggage, and take a photo 

of your passport and save it to your cell phone. These precautions 

will be helpful in the event that your passport is lost or stolen.

IMMUNIZATIONS & MEDICATION 
• Please review the CDC’s recommendations on immunizations and 

vaccinations in preparation for your trip to Haiti at bit.ly/CDC-haiti.

• We also recommend seeking professional advice from your 

doctor and/or public health clinic. Medical professionals 

recommend typhoid immunization, malaria prevention, an 

antibiotic for traveler’s diarrhea and over-the-counter Imodium. 

• Prior to your trip, please make your leader aware of any chronic 

mental or physical conditions (ie: depression, anxiety attacks, 

allergies, asthma, etc.). 

• If you have medical identification (tags, bracelets, card, etc.), we 

recommend that you always carry it on your person. 

FUNDRAISE 
• Your trip presents an amazing opportunity to tell your story and invite 

your friends and family to help. Get creative and have fun with it! 

• Members on your team might have other fundraising ideas — 

consider partnering with them. Reach out to your church and see if 

there are any upcoming fundraising activities you can join.

• All donations received for your trip are tax-deductible. Refer to 

our Refund & Cancellation Policy on page 24 for more information.

7 ways to raise money for your trip

Use GO’s Online Fundraising Tool 
This is a great way to raise awareness 
and funds for your trip. Setting up a 
fundraiser allows you to share the story 
of why you are going on this trip with 
family and friends and invite them to 
participate with you through prayer and 
financial support. 

Sell a GOEX t-shirt 
Help create jobs and care for kids while 
you fundraise! Sell GOEX t-shirts as a 
fundraiser and explain to your supporters 
how GOEX helps break the orphan cycle. 
Email cs@goex.org to learn more or place 
your order (minimum of 24 pieces). 

Send support letters
Write to your family and friends about the 
opportunity you have to travel with GO 
Project. Pray over the letters and ask for 
their prayers and financial support. 

Bake sale
Get together with your team and bake, 
bake, bake! Sell your treats to family, 
friends, neighbors and others in your 
community to raise money for your trip. 

Nearly new sale
Collect your team’s gently worn, barely 
used clothing or artifacts and host a sale 
or an auction. Generate buzz around 
your event by taking pictures of the items 
and promoting them on social media. 

Percentage night 
Organize a percentage night at nearby 
restaurants and invite everyone you 
know to eat out for a meal! Stay at the 
restaurant and greet everyone who 
comes to support you. 

Work for hire 
Offer lawn care or house cleaning services 
to your community in order to generate 
money for your trip. Make a flyer about GO 
Project that explains what you’re doing 
— you might be surprised who hires you!
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Packing List 
Please read these guidelines before you start packing your bags. 

1. All personal items should be packed in your carry-on bags. Checked bags should be reserved for donated 

items or liquids that cannot be carried on. 

2. Please mark both checked and carry-on bags with red duct tape and write “GO Project” in black marker to 

help locate it at baggage claim. 

3. Be aware that some airlines charge additional fees for checked bags. 

4. If you take prescription medication, carry them on your person during flights and in their original 

containers. Do not put them in your carry-on bag, as it may be checked at the gate.

5. A Haitian tourist fee of $10 USD is required from each traveler upon arrival. Please bring a crisp $10 bill for 

payment collection at the Port-au-Prince airport. 

6. If you are carrying any gels, liquids, etc., they must be 3.4 oz. or less and put into a quart-size ziplock bag; 

one quart-size ziplock bag per carry-on. 

FOR YOU 
• Passport

• Toiletries

• Water bottle

• Sunscreen

• Sunglasses and/or a hat 

• Bug repellent wipes or spray (We recommend products with DEET.) 

• Hand sanitizer

• Snacks

• Spending money (small, crisp bills) + $10 crisp bill for payment collected at airport 

We also recommend

• Flashlight

• Bible, pen and journal

• Ear plugs or sleep aid 

• Over the counter medications like: imodium, ibuprofen, etc...

• Cipro*

* Cipro is an antibiotic that has been shown to be highly effective in the treatment of traveler’s diarrhea. 

Your primary care provider will be able to write you a prescription based on the length of your trip. We 

recommend you have this available should you need while you travel.
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CLOTHING 
• Three or four casual outfits (for 5-day/4-night trips — adjust for 

trip length) 

• Two pairs of casual shoes

• One Sunday church outfit with nice shoes

• Shower flip-flops

• Pajamas 

Women

We recommend clothing made of breathable fabrics like cotton or 

linen. Feel free to bring pants, capris, or long skirts and short-sleeved 

shirts (no tank tops) for your casual outfits. We recommend you 

bring closed-toe shoes or sports sandals for your casual outfits.

Sunday Church: Modest dress or skirt with a short-sleeved top. 

PJ’s: Comfortable T-shirt and shorts. 

Men 

Short-sleeved shirts with outdoor-friendly pants or shorts are 

common. We recommend you bring closed-toe shoes or sports 

sandals for your casual outfits.

For Church: Collared shirt, no jeans, no need for a jacket. 

PJ’s: Comfortable T-shirt and shorts.

FOR OTHERS
Many travelers inquire about the needs of kids in Haiti. While 

certainly not required, consider bringing items from this list in your 

checked bag. 

• Boy’s clothing (play & church), Toddler – 6

• Boy’s underwear

• Girl’s clothing – 14+

• Girl’s socks

• Shoes (girls & boys): crocs, tennis shoes, church shoes

• Bar soap, shampoo (full size bottles), deodorant, maxi pads

• Children’s medications – ibuprofen, acetaminophen, cold meds

• Soccer balls (deflated for packing)

For questions about donated items, please contact your trip leader 

or Jamie Davis, GO Trips Director.
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so tropical storms and hurricanes are 

possible from June – October.
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Traveling to and from Haiti 
It’s almost go time! Please read this before departure and ask your trip leader if you have any questions. 

Do you have your passport? 
As we travel to and from Haiti, your passport should always be on your person. Do not put your passport in 

your checked bag.

Remember your medication
Any medication brought on the journey should be carried on your person as we travel to and from Haiti. If 

your luggage is lost as part of international travel, you will want to ensure that your medication is still available. 

Immigration & customs forms 
Your trip leader will be with you every step of the way as you navigate the customs process. Please keep this 

guide on hand to reference as you fill out forms.  

• $10 Entry Fee

• The Haiti office of immigration charges a $10 entry fee to enter the country. Please bring a crisp $10 

bill with you to pay immigration officials. No other payments are required to enter the country. 

• Green Immigration Card

• See page 11. 

• White Customs Declaration Form

• See page 12. 
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There are two parts to the card (top and bottom). 

Upon arrival, the Immigration attendant will keep the 

top portion and give you the bottom portion, and 

you will submit this portion when you depart Haiti. 

* It is important not to lose this this card, so 

we recommend putting it in your passport 

immediately upon entering the country.  

Refer to a sample form to the left. The address and 

phone information included in the sample for item 

14 is our guesthouse, so use those details when 

completing the form. 

Please note: 

3. Haiti uses Day/Month/Year date format. 

9. Use your flight # into Haiti (AA X X X).

11 and 12. Leave these blank. 

13. Use your home address. 

14. Copy info provided.

Street: 11 Route Malpasse 

City: Croix des Bouquets

Phone: 509-489-209-09

Make sure to sign the form. 

Go ahead and fill out the bottom portion of the form. 

Leave card attached — immigration will separate. 

Green Immigration Card

During your flight into Haiti, you will be given a green immigration card that you will fill out on the plane. 

Fill out one for each person traveling, using a blue or black pen, before landing in Haiti.

Traveling to and from Haiti | Page 11
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White Customs Declaration Form

This form is used to identify any merchandise, currency or other items that should be subject to additional 

taxation. For nearly all trip goers, the purpose of the trip is pleasure and no items will need to be declared. 

Refer to a sample customs form below.

Fill out with a blue or black pen before we 

land in Haiti. 

Fill out one one per family/household. 

Remember, Haiti uses Day/Month/Year 

date format. 

Copy info provided.

Address in Haiti: 11 Route Malpasse 

Town: Croix des Bouquets
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Experiencing Haiti
7 simple guidelines to keep in mind

While you are traveling with us, you are going to encounter a lot of newness. We like to say that Haiti is a 5-sense 
experience: new sights, sounds, tastes, touches and smells. As you journey, remember the following guidelines: 

Be flexible. 
Changes in schedule are likely to occur for various reasons, including safety of the team. 

Be patient and understanding. 
Try to be solution-focused. Look for the good in the bad. Your experience may not always be comfortable, but 
try to find the good in everything. 

Serve others. 
Serve others with a cheerful heart. Look for opportunities to serve others around you, including your team 
members, long-term missionaries and the Haitian staff. We encourage you to put their comfort before your own. 

Be open. 
There are cultural differences you will encounter in Haiti. Don’t be dependent on the expected schedule. 

Look and listen. 
Look for evidence of God at work. Listen to what God is saying to you and through you.

Lean and let go. 
Lean into the hard and challenging places. Beautiful things happen outside of our comfort zone. Let go of 
preconceived ideas and judgments. 

Share. 
We ask that you be open to sharing each evening during group time. Group time should be a place where you 
share what impacted you that day and other thoughts about your experience. There may also be an option for 
morning devotions. 

Accommodations & safety
Lodging
Most Vision Trip teams will stay at the GO Guesthouse. The GO Guesthouse (formerly known as 

Jumecourt Inn) is owned and operated by GO Haiti. Located in Croix-des-Bouquets, it is just a short drive 

from the Port-au-Prince airport. The Guesthouse includes security and cleaning services, two meals a day, 

and a gift shop.

Each room has beds, linens/towels, and bathrooms with running water. Air conditioning is typically 

available overnight, however, it may not function during the day. Lodging is dormitory-style, 

accommodating 4-6 people per room. Rooms are assigned and shared based on gender.

When lodging outside of Croix-des-Bouquets, know that GO Project staff have previously stayed there 

to ensure the quality of the hotel. If your team stays at a hotel other than the GO Guesthouse, your trip 

leader will share details about other hotels as part of your trip preparation.
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Accommodations & safety continued

Local water
You should not drink or brush your teeth with any water in Haiti, except the water from the Culligan-style 

water cooler furnished by GO. Personal water bottles can be refilled at the guesthouse from the Culligan 

water cooler. Safe drinking water will be supplied for all village visits. Avoid getting water in your mouth when 

showering and use the safe drinking water provided for brushing your teeth. 

We encourage you to fill up your water bottle with the safe drinking water and drink from it throughout the 

day. Your body can become dehydrated quickly with the tropical Haitian temperatures, so drinking water often 

is very important for a positive trip experience!  

Meals provided
Both breakfast and dinner will be provided while in Haiti. Lunch is not provided, so please bring along snacks for 

during the day. We will enjoy traditional Haitian cuisine, such as rice and beans, chicken, spaghetti and eggs. 

All food and water provided by GO staff at the guesthouse is safe to eat and drink, as well as all food and 

bottled drinks at restaurants we may visit. It’s important to note that everyone is different, and some will have 

more sensitive stomachs than others.  

Lunch/snacks
Team members who would like to enjoy a snack during the day should not do so in front of the children at the village. 

Please do not give your food to the children. If you happen to be eating your snack on the bus as we travel around 

Haiti, feel free to offer some of your snacks to our bodyguard, bus driver, trip leader and translator/ambassador. 

Security
Every trip is crafted and executed with the safety of our trip goers and in-country staff in mind. While in Haiti, 

teams will travel together under the guidance and leadership of our GO Haiti staff. Policies and procedures 

are in place in the event of an emergency. Should travel conditions or conditions in Haiti be deemed unsafe, GO 

Project will cancel, reschedule and/or change in-country itineraries (see Refund/Cancellation Policy on page 24 

for more info). 

If you would like more information or have questions regarding the safety of travel to Haiti and/or GO trips, 

your trip leader is available to discuss, or contact Jamie Davis, GO Project Trips Director.
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Time with the Children
When we visit our ministry partners, the children in care are often eager to play! As we get off the bus at each 

site, we begin our time without games, toys or other activities. Rather, the first portion of our time is simply 

the joys of pure friendship. You might practice English/Creole, let them play with your hair, sing songs, play 

group games, etc. As the initial excitement of our arrival settles, the trip leader may introduce activity items 

such as soccer balls, jump ropes, coloring books, etc. 

No direct handouts, please.
GO Project has a strict  no handouts   to children  policy. Our pastor partner, local caregivers and partnering 

local church meet the children’s physical, familial and spiritual needs, and we do not want to create any 

caregiver confusion in the eyes of the children by providing material goods directly to them. Furthermore, 

imagine the pressure placed on a child if only one or two children receive gifts from a team. This dynamic has 

the effect of creating unhealthy expectations for both the trip goer and children. 

Rather, a much healthier process is to privately funnel any goods through the local partner, who will distribute 

items as they see fit. If you have any questions, your trip leader is excited to process those with you.

Use caution 
All of the children you will meet have experienced a degree of trauma. Numerous studies reveal that children 

who have experienced trauma, particularly at a young age, have difficulty forming healthy attachments. 

Therefore, it is important that children under the care of of our local partners can form lasting, healthy, secure 

attachments with their house mamas and other primary care providers.

Examples of language or behavior that could lead to confusion:

“I wish I could take you home with me.” 

Haitians are very literal with their language and this statement might be perceived by a child as a promise. 

Remember that many children can understand some English, even if they cannot speak it, so be mindful 

of conversations you have with other team members while in the presence of children or caregivers.

“See you later.”

This seemingly innocent statement might also hold a promise to a child. Rather, when time to depart, 

simply say “goodbye”, even if you intend to return at a later time. 

Overt or inappropriate levels of physical touch 

Expressive physical touch is normal for Haitian culture. However, children who have not formed healthy 

attachments often have difficulty determining a stranger from a friend. Allow children to initiate contact 

first and refer to your trip leader should you have any questions regarding interactions.
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Gifts and activities 
If you would like to check a bag with activities to do with the children (at the discretion of the trip leader and 

local partners), here are some suggestions: 

• Soccer balls (deflated)

• Air pumps and needles

• Jump ropes

• Frisbees

• Crayons/coloring books

• Cards

• Dominoes

• Simple crafts 

Any activities that we do should focus on doing “with”, not “for”. Your trip leader will guide the team on when it 

is appropriate to introduce activities. 

Stay in sight
For your protection and the protection of the children in care, please ensure that you can always be seen by at 

least one other person from your group. Please stay out of children’s sleeping quarters unless a house mama 

or pastor is giving a tour.

Cell phone and camera policy
GO Project’s policy regarding the use of cell phones and cameras at our ministry partners’ sites is intended to 

help protect and respect the children as well as the time we have to spend with them. 

Most often, cell phones and electronics are a distraction from the intentionality of the moment. We hope you 

are fully present in the uniqueness of the time we are spending with the children in our ministry partners’ care. 

Therefore, please plan to leave your phone on the bus while you visit with the children. You can plan on taking 

pictures during the last 15-20 minutes of the visit. Your trip leaders will let you know when it is appropriate to do so. 

Please refer to our Social Media Guide (see page 22) for best practices on how to take and share photos.
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Communication

Communicating back home
We fully believe in unplugging as you travel with us on a Vision Trip. Unplugging from phones, devices, internet 

and social media minimizes distractions and helps you to be present and in the moment. Accordingly, Wi-fi is 

not available to teams, however, your trip leader can send emergency communications for you. If you need to 

contact someone to let them know you arrived safely, please coordinate with your trip leader. 

If anyone needs to contact you in an emergency, our GO Haiti number is +50946848979. Contact can also be 

made through Jamie Davis, GO Trips Director, 816-529-2131 or Cathie Simpson, GO Trips Coordinator, 816-

260-4600.

Communicating with Haitians
Whenever you’re experiencing a culture and language that’s not your own, it’s important to be cautious, 

courteous and guard against making assumptions. Here are a few things to keep in mind as you observe and 

interact in Haiti: 

• A normal stance for Haitians includes crossed arms. Americans may interpret this body language to mean 

someone is mad, crabby or standoffish, but this is simply their relaxed position. 

• Sometimes you will hear Haitians call you “blan”. This just means white person or visitor. 

• Most Haitians speak Haitian Creole. Many speak French and some speak English. Be mindful of this as you 

make comments to one another on the team. 

• Haitian Creole is a highly phonetic language with no silent letters. If you’d like to familiarize yourself before 

your trip, try practicing a few helpful phrases we’ve provided below: 

ENGLISH

Hello! (General Greeting)

How are you?

What’s your name?

My name is...

Good afternoon

Thank you / You’re welcome

Goodbye

HAITIAN CREOLE

Bonjou

Ki jan ou ye?

Ki jan ou rele?

Mwen rele...

Bonswa

Mesi / Padekwa

Orevwa!

PRONUNCIATION

Bone-zhoo

Ke zja oo yay

Ke zja oo ray lay

Mway ray lay

Bone-swa

Mess-ee / Paw-de-kwa

Or-e-vwa
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Setting Healthy Expectations
Our trip goers come from a myriad of backgrounds and experiences and the majority have not worked 

extensively with orphaned and vulnerable children. One of the best ways to prepare is to evaluate your 

expectations and analyze your intentions. Below, we have outlined healthy expectations (and offered ways to 

counteract the opposite unhealthy expectation) to ensure the holistic approach on our trips.  

1. Expect to receive.
 Many people think they will only be serving on short-term trips. However, you will be surprised at the 

hospitality and generosity that the children and our local partners will extend. Go into the trip expecting to 

be surprised by the amount of joy and love you will experience. 

2. Expect to have your perspectives broadened.
 It is important to begin your trip with an open mind. When visiting another country, remember to be 

respectful of the cultures you encounter. You may find your beliefs or assumptions challenged. Embrace 

this an an opportunity to lean in and learn something new!

3. Expect to connect with children, but also celebrate their caregivers and community.
 On the journey, you will receive an in depth look at residential, family-style orphan care. As you visit our 

ministry partners, you will have the opportunity to connect with the children in care, caregivers and pastor 

partners in ways that let them know their brothers and sisters in Christ overseas care about them. When 

interacting with children, be kind, courteous and ready to intentionally invest in each child you encounter. 

You might be surprised by the maturity, compassion and pure joy of the children in care. When listening to 

and hearing about their lives, invest in that moment and celebrate those who are using their lives to care 

for them. Remember that we are stepping into a moment, but the church, caregivers and community are 

stepping into their every day.  

4. Expect your experience to go beyond your time in Haiti.
 Your experience does not end when you hop on the plane to return home. Rather, you will carry new 

memories and moments with you, shaping how you view the world around you. Some trip goers are 

filled with gratitude for what they have seen and done. Others wrestle with new layers of tension as they 

reconcile the differences in culture, infrastructure and wealth between their hometown and Haiti. 

 Whatever your response, our team stands ready to listen and to walk alongside you. Please feel free to 

contact your trip leader and the GO Project trips team to process what you have experienced.
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5. Expect questions about what’s next.
 After returning home, many trip goers wonder how they can serve our ministry partners, the children in 

their care and the broader communities they visited. We would be humbled and honored to explore next 

steps with you. If you find yourself asking these questions, we invite you to Give, Go and Shop: 

GIVE
Please consider donating to help our local church partners care for kids around the world  at 

goproject.org/give. You can also advocate for others to give by launching a local fundraiser, involving 

your church’s Missions department, or giving away your birthday via our fundraiser tool. 

For those interested in fundraising for kids and communities, visit  goproject.org/give/fundraise to learn more. 

SHOP
As part of your trip, you will discover how your consumer purchases impact those across the globe. If 

you or your church, business or organization have t-shirt needs, we would love to further your impact by 

fulfilling your t-shirt order. Please visit goex.org  to get a quote.

Interested in a single t-shirt? Shop tees with a purpose from our retail t-shirt brand, forevery, at forevery.org. 

GO
Wanting to learn more about how our ministry partners serve children in their communities? Go again, 

and invite your family and friends to go with you. GO Project leads Vision Trips to places across Haiti, 

Dominican Republic, Uganda, India and Lebanon. Each trip offers its own richness. You can also go by 

serving at one of our events or leading an orphan care initiative in your local church.

If you’re looking to serve those in your community, learn more about our domestic ministry initiatives 

at careportal.org. 
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Coming Home 
Communicating your experience

Tell their story 

As you go through your trip, remember to document! 

Put names and faces to memories and walk your 

family and friends through the relationships you 

formed. When recounting your experience, remember 

how you felt and what you saw. Take the opportunity 

to advocate for the people you connected with 

and share about the triumphs and struggles of your 

brothers and sisters in Christ overseas. 

Social media can be an effective tool for telling 

their story. For guidance on how to thoughtfully use 

social media after your trip, see the Social Media 

Guide on page 21. 

Tell your story 

Give yourself the freedom, grace and time to 

process your trip experience. People will often 

experience some degree of culture shock, and it is 

necessary to meditate on what you are feeling and 

how you have been changed. Make sure to process 

with trusted family members and friends with whom 

you can be honest and vulnerable. Ask them to pray 

for you and for the people you met. This is often 

a great opportunity to highlight some of the best 

moments and underscore the hardships you either 

saw or experienced. Seek out people who went on 

the trip with you  — particularly your trip leader — to 

decompress after the trip. They often can help by 

relating in ways others cannot.    

Responding to your experience
Four choices for you to make 

As you return home, you will inevitably struggle 

with the tension of life in Haiti compared to life in 

the United States. We recommend you make four 

decisions as you return home. These are difficult but 

necessary and conscious choices for you to make as 

you consider the impact of your trip. 

1. Remember to choose joy over judgment. 

 Steward the opportunity you’ve been given and 

choose to reflect upon those things which are 

pure, lovely and honorable. 

2. Respond, don’t react.

 Wait on the Lord and respond in obedience. 

3. Be grateful, not guilty. 

 If we operate from a grateful heart, generosity 

flows. The Lord loves a cheerful giver. 

4. Obey, don’t obsess.

 Idolatry is a companion to obsession. A pursuit 

of the heart of God will lead to obedience.  

“The place God calls you to is the place where your 

deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

FREDERICK BUECHNER 
Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC

“Thank you for saying yes to the call. Whether this 

is your first trip or 10th, God has a new thing he 

desires to do in you and through you because of 

this experience. We at GO Project are grateful 

to be a part of that journey. It is our privilege 

and honor to serve you as you GO.” 

 JAMIE DAVIS
GO Project Trips Director
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Other Resources
Social Media Guide

Respect Privacy
You may get friend requests from older children after your trip. We ask that you please refrain from adding them 

as a friend on Facebook or following them on Instagram. We also ask that you refrain from participating in any 

private messages. This is for the protection of the child and you.

Trip Goer Social Media Guide

We are so excited you’re joining us on a trip. One of the best parts of going are the memories you make 

across the world. We encourage you to photograph your experiences and share them with friends and family! 

Here are a few guidelines to keep in mind.

We would love for you to share a quick account of your trip, 

the things you’ve learned, your favorite part of your time 

abroad, a specific story from the trip, etc. with your friends 

on your social accounts! Don’t forget to tag us and use 

these hashtags: 

#GOproject, #GOTrips
Facebook: @TheGlobalOrphanProject 

Instagram: @OrphanProject 

1) Promote Dignity

     The Global Orphan Project and its affiliates seek to bring 

     dignity to everyone we come into contact with. Each of us 

     creates narratives through our posts on social media. We 

     can use our platforms and voices to bring dignity to the 

     groups we visit or we can perpetuate stereotypes.

     On your trip, you will meet many amazing adults, families 

     and children. You have the responsibility and power to 

     make sure what you write and post does not negatively 

     reflect on the people you are interacting with. Instead, 

     we encourage you to share nuanced information, talk 

     about complexities, or tell the stories that highlight the 

     triumph that is occurring.

2) Ask for Permission 

     If you’ve ever been on a trip with us, you know how much 

     kids love to have their picture taken! We don’t usually run      

     into problems with kids wanting to have their photos taken, 

     but please continue to be considerate of their preferences. 

     So, before getting your camera out, make sure the people in 

     the photo are aware and okay with you taking their photo 

     and sharing.

     Your trip leader will let you know when locations are okay to 

     photograph and when you should refrain. Please be 

     extremely attentive to their instruction.

3) Question your Intentions 

     A great question to ask yourself while posting is, “What is 

     my intention when posting this?” Is it for yourself or do 

     you want to make a difference? Your intentions might 

     affect how you present your experiences and surroundings 

     on social media.

     Is it to share the incredible things that you’ve learned about 

     other cultures? Do you want to raise awareness? Do you 

     want to share any changes you’re making once you return 

     home? All of these are amazing uses of social media. If 

     your main intention is to showcase your role in helping 

     others, that’s where hesitation should start to set in.

@orphanproject

Share Your Experience 

The Global Orphan Project@orphanproject@TheGlobalOrphanProject
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Negative Example

“I’m so glad I could go help these poor orphans. My heart is breaking, but they’ve taught me so much 

about what it looks like to be happy with little.” 

This example focuses more on elevating the trip goer, while at the same time promoting feelings of pity and 

sorrow for the children. While it is common for trip goers to feel like they have received more than they have given, 

positive posts always shift the focus towards the dignity and hope of the people the trip goer has encountered.

Positive Example

“I just returned from a trip to Haiti with @TheGlobalOrphanProject. I was so encouraged by the 

dedication and ministry of their local church partners there. They’re investing in the futures of children 

who need family with compassion, humility and the love of Jesus. If you’d like to learn more, just ask me 

or visit goproject.org.” 

This is a positive example of a social media post that promotes dignity, lifts up local leadership and presents an 

invitation for others to be involved.

GO Project Vision Trip Team Covenant
Children’s safety is our primary concern. Therefore, we/I agree to the following policies which bind any 

representative of The Global Orphan Project in the field. While many of these seem like common sense, when 

dealing with children, cultural differences, and emotions, we choose to err on the side of prudence:

When visiting a field partner’s children’s community, we are the guests. We are there to serve. We respect the 

policies and authorities of the local orphan care providers. We will keep an open mind to local custom and 

standards.

Everything we are there to do (sing, play, hug, laugh, etc.) can be done in the open. At no time should a GO 

Trip guest be alone with a child. You are there to interact with the children, but do so in the public structure as 

organized by the GO Project.

If it seems like a semi-private meeting with a child or medical care for a child is necessary for any reason, 

please contact your trip leader immediately. If the trip leader concurs, the trip leader will coordinate with our 

field partner who will also be present during the time with the child.
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GO Project Vision Trip Team Covenant, Continued

Vision Trip teams will only transport children in the case of medical emergency. If a child’s life may be at stake, 

the trip leader should coordinate with our field partner to ensure care is provided and coordinated in country. 

In this instance, a member of The Global Orphan Project’s senior leadership team should be informed via the 

trip phone ASAP.

Vision Trip team members will not tell children they will be/could be/should be adopted. While these statements 

are well intentioned, they create unrealistic expectation and hope in the minds of children. If you have serious 

thoughts of adoption, please discuss the topic with your trip leader.

Out of respect for other cultures and social norms, I will refrain from tobacco use on church property or in 

front of children.

In addition to caring for the children, we also want to respect and care for one another. Therefore, I/we agree 

to do our best to:

• Respect The Global Orphan Project’s view on the biblical mandate to care for orphans. I recognize part of 

the purpose of this trip is to witness and experience orphan care delivered through a partnership with the 

local church in a foreign country.

• Develop and maintain an accommodating, supportive, and cooperative attitude toward the people we 

work with on our trip, our trip leaders, and with my teammates.

• Stay with the group at all times unless I have express permission from the trip leader.

• Speak positively. I will choose compliments or silence over complaints and criticism.

• Work with, get to know, and make every effort to include all members of the team, even if I am traveling 

with family or close friends.

• Remember that serving is a privilege. While rare, if I willfully disregard this covenant, my trip could be cut short.
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RESCHEDULING POLICY
To minimize travel costs, we purchase non-refundable airline tickets. Once purchased, the ticket belongs to 

the passenger and cannot be transferred to another person. If, for any reason, you are not able to go on the 

trip, you are still responsible for the cost of the ticket. The ticket may be reissued up  to 12 months from the 

date of purchase per airline discretion . The rescheduling fee will vary based on the airline. 

If you need to reschedule your trip for personal reasons,  GO Project  will help you find a new date to go with 

another team. We will rebook your ticket and you will be responsible for the rescheduling fee charged by 

the airline.

If  GO Project  cancels a trip, we will cover the rescheduling fee for those that join another GO Project vision 

trip. You will be responsible for any increase in the cost of the ticket. If the ticket price is less, the difference 

will be applied to the cost of your trip fee. 

If you are unable to schedule a new trip date, please see below for refund options.

REFUND POLICY
Vision trips paid for by participant 

The vision trip fee that is paid by the participant or by a legal guardian of a minor trip participant is refundable. 

Airfare is not refundable  but the ticket can be used by the participant for any personal travel or applied to a 

future vision trip.  If an airline ticket is used for personal travel, it should no longer be considered tax deductible.

Vision Trip paid for by others:

Based on IRS requirements, vision trips totally funded by other donations are not eligible for refunds.

Vision trips partially funded by other donations are eligible for a refund only up to the amount paid by the 

trip participant or by the legal guardian of a minor trip participant. However, as previously noted, airfare is 

nonrefundable once purchased, so please ensure that a cancellation is submitted prior to airfare purchase. 

In the event that airfare is already purchased, only amounts donated in excess of the price of airfare will be 

available for refund.*

Refunds can be requested by sending an email to Debbie McMullin at Debbie@goproject.org. 

*If you are unable to go due to a medical reason, the airline may offer a refund upon receiving a letter from your doctor.

Refund and Cancellation Policy 

GO Project reserves the right to cancel, reschedule, and/or change in-country itineraries  for a trip without 

notice. Although rare, this is most likely to occur due to one of the following conditions:

• Travel conditions or conditions in the host country are deemed to be unsafe. We rely on information and 

recommendations from the U.S. Department of State, the Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, 

the National Hurricane Center, and our on-the-ground ministry partners in making this decision.

• The vision trip fails to achieve the minimum number of team members required to make the trip feasible.
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Sponsoring Someone’s Trip

It is understood by a donor that all contributions towards trips are done so with the intent to provide support, 

encouragement and love to orphaned and vulnerable children. The donor agrees to trust The Global 

Orphan Project to use these funds to advance the ministry as they see fit. In doing so, this contribution is 

not eligible for refund. Those giving to The Global Orphan Project in support of a trip goer will receive a tax 

deduction letter at the end of the year. These parameters are consistent with IRS guidelines which enables 

this contribution to be tax deductible. 

More about Haiti

• In the 18th   century, St. Domingue (Haiti) was the richest colony in the French Empire and was known as 

the “Pearl of the Antilles.”

• Haiti won its independence from France and became the first black republic in the world in 1804. The 

United States did not recognize Haiti as an independent state until 1862.

• In 2018, the United Nations estimated Haiti’s population at 11 million. With an area of only 10,714 square 

miles, Haiti is the most densely populated country in the Western Hemisphere. It is only slightly smaller 

than the state of Maryland.

• The capital of Haiti is Port-au-Prince, a city with a population of over 2.6 million.

• On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck outside of Port-au-Prince, killing an estimated 

220,000-300,000 and displacing approximately 1.5 million.

• Haiti has 2,650 miles of highways. Only 477 miles of those roads are paved.

• The average per capita annual income in Haiti in 2017 was $1,800, compared to $59,500 in the U.S.

      (Source: The World Fact Book bit.ly/world-factbook-haiti)

Thank you 

We’re grateful for your commitment and excited for what God has in store for you on your trip to Haiti. 

Thank you for taking the time to read through this trip guide. If you have any questions please contact your 

trip leader or Jamie Davis, GO Project Trips Director. 
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