


Endorsements 

“Prayer changes the conditions upon which the decisions of God are made. 
When we pray, good things happen. When we don’t, the power of darkness has 
its way. It’s a great tragedy to see how many believers look upon what darkness 
has accomplished and call it the sovereign will of God. According to Scripture, 
God’s will is ‘on earth as it is in heaven.’ Prayer enables us to partner with Him 
to make His will/kingdom manifest here in this world. Prayers that Strike the 
Mark focuses on this very thing. James Goll encourages us all to see 
intercession as the vehicle God uses to release His glory into every situation. I 
urge you to read this study guide and to stand in the place of prayer for your 
family, city, and nation. Give heaven a target, and watch God’s glorious will 
increasingly manifest on the earth." 

—Bill Johnson 
Bethel Church, Redding, CA 

Author, The Way of Life and Raising Giant Killers 
 
 
“Simply stated, I know of no one more qualified to write on prayer than James 
Goll—no one! He lives a supernatural life, undoubtedly because he lives a life of 
prayer. James may be the most unique blend of scholasticism and prophetic 
revelation of anyone I know. Regardless of your current understanding of 
prayer, read Prayers that Strike the Mark, and you will become more effective in 
intercession...guaranteed.” 

—Dr. Dutch Sheets 
Dutch Sheets Ministries 

Colorado Springs, CO 
 
 

“James Goll is a longtime friend and a leading voice in the prayer movement 
around the world. This is a man who knows how to touch heaven, and the 
results of those prayers are seen and felt. People groups are saved. Gates open. 
Demons flee. Lives are transformed forever by the presence of God released 
through a life invested in relationship with the Father. Prayers that Strike the 
Mark is filled with powerful truths that will enable all who are looking to 
revolutionize their prayer life to spiral higher.” 

—Jane Hansen Hoyt 
CEO/President, Aglow International 

 
 
 
 
 



“I have known James Goll for nearly forty years and appreciate the unique 
gifting from the Lord that he carries, especially in the area of intercession and 
the prophetic. He is one of God’s treasures and an apostle of prayer. I am glad 
that he has been able to share with us from his rich store of revelation 
in Prayers that Strike the Mark. This study guide could not come at a more 
strategic hour as we see powers of darkness on the rise in our nation and the 
nations of the world. This present-day tool will open new doors for you to 
sharpen your prayers and focus your intercession for accuracy and 
effectiveness. Prayers that Strike the Mark will equip and empower you to stand 
on the frontlines of battle with confidence.” 

—Mahesh and Bonnie Chavda 
Senior Pastors, All Nations Church, Charlotte, NC 

 
 
“James Goll hits the target once again in his latest intercessory prayer study 
guide, Prayers that Strike the Mark. This study guide is destined to become a 
classic in the modern-day prayer movement. James’ masterful ability to offer 
Scripture to anchor personal experiences in prayer—along with his ability to 
inspire faith in our hearts that God will move at the sound of our voice as we 
persevere—will cause you to rise up and ‘strike the ground’ until you win every 
battle you’re facing. (See 2 Kings 13:14–19.) This study guide is a must-read for 
every prayer warrior.” 

—Jennifer LeClaire 
Best-selling author, Waging Prophetic Warfare 

Senior Leader, Awakening House of Prayer movement 
 
 
“James Goll has been a dear brother and friend for many years. His great 
passion to connect with the heart of God carries forward through his prophetic 
voice. Together, we are witnessing God move mightily today through the 
intercession of generations. Fruits of united intercession lead to revival, and 
revival is birthed through each of us. Prayers that Strike the Mark is a resource 
rich with insights and tools for your personal prayer life. The wisdom found in 
this study guide will equip and enable generations to spark Spirit-led 
movements, inspire kingdom transformation, and unite the family of God for 
the global revival and reformation emerging today.” 

—Dr. Ché Ahn 
Senior Pastor, HRock Church International 

Chancellor, Wagner University 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“James Goll’s study guide Prayers that Strike the Mark will open up new 
avenues of prayer to you. It is deeply, spiritually practical! Everyone—from a 
beginning ‘pray-er’ to a seasoned intercessor—will find this a resource to 
heighten their prayer life in a way that produces great results!” 

—Cindy Jacobs 
Generals International 

 
 
 

“Prayers that Strike the Mark by Dr. James Goll is a perfectly timed work. The 
greatest prayer movement known to the church is emerging and will usher in a 
full manifestation of the kingdom in these coming days. Prayer is key! God’s 
agendas only manifest in the earth through the gateway of prayer and 
intercession. This study guide is one you should read, apply, and keep in your 
library for further reference.” 

—Dr. Patricia King 
Founder, Patricia King Ministries 

 
 
“In God’s kingdom, breakthrough prayer operates under the law of 
accumulation. Each time we pray, God gives us more revelation of His Word 
and purposes, and we pray fresh prayers according to what He reveals to us. 
In Prayers that Strike the Mark, James Goll unfolds the power of such prayer. 
He shares deep wisdom and knowledge from decades of interceding and 
ministering before the Lord. I recommend this important work. Among the 
many essential topics he covers, James highlights the vital components of 
persevering in the presence of God and praying from the perspective that 
Christ has already won the spiritual battle once and for all. He writes, ‘From a 
position of victory, we pray prayers of victory. We proclaim the all-sufficiency of 
our God and we draw heaven’s blessings down to earth.’ Only with this 
perspective can we pray effectively, bringing forth supernatural and eternal 
results for the kingdom!" 

—Apostle Guillermo Maldonado 
Best-selling author, Breakthrough Prayer 

King Jesus International Ministry, Miami, FL 
 
 
“In our conflict-ridden world, prayer is a way bringing God’s purposes into 
manifestation. Prayers that Strike the Mark is a concise, well-written blueprint 
for sharpening our prayers and making them more effective. James Goll’s work 
is like the voice of a seasoned coach training his team for a championship 
game. If we will follow his directives, we will win life’s most significant 
contests.” 

—Dr. Harry R. Jackson Jr. 
Senior Pastor, Hope Christian Church, Beltsville, MD 

 



 
“James Goll has become a dear friend of ours in recent years. Among the many 
things we love about James is how passionate he is about equipping the body 
of Christ with practical and inspirational tools and how he loves prayer that 
leads to the presence of God. If you need a manual to help you grow in prayer 
and intercession, then Prayers that Strike the Mark is written with you in mind. 
We know firsthand that he is a man of prayer and power, and because of his 
diligence in his walk with God, he carries authority in these areas.” 

—Henry and Alex Seeley 
Cofounders, The Belonging Co, Nashville, TN 

 
 
“When I first met James Goll, it was at a meeting and he was asked to pray. 
When he opened his mouth, the anointing came forth in great power. I was 
immediately impressed with the depth of his anointing in prayer. Prayers that 
Strike the Mark shows you the depth of anointing James still has for prayer. 
This study guide offers simple but profound insights into intercession. You will 
find many nuggets providing a clearer understanding of prayer and how it 
works. And you, too, will be able to Strike the Mark in your prayer life.” 

—Elizabeth (Beth) Alves 
Increase International  

Best-selling author, Becoming a Prayer Warrior 
 
 
“In Prayers that Strike the Mark, James Goll compares prayer to the 
harmonious music of an orchestra, in which each believer plays an 
indispensable part. The Scriptures instruct us to pray “all kinds of 
prayers” (Ephesians 6:8 NIV). James urges us to discover our particular 
“sound,” or “instrument,” in prayer; enlarge the scope of our prayers; and focus 
on Spirit-inspired “targets” of need to bring victory and breakthrough. Thank 
you, James, for this deep yet practical guidebook for prayer. Let us join 
together in a marvelous symphony of intercession that rises to the throne of 
God and returns to earth in His glory, powerfully transforming hearts and 
nations.” 

—Joshua Mills 
Recording artist, keynote conference speaker,  

and author of more than twenty books, including Moving in Glory Realms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“In Prayers that Strike the Mark, James Goll shares deep insights and essential 
principles drawn from a lifetime of prayer—from the time he was a young boy 
walking along the railroad tracks just talking with his heavenly Father to 
discovering his calling as a prophetic intercessor, prayer-walking on the walls 
of Jerusalem, and inviting believers to pray together for their neighborhoods via 
Periscope. This book will show you how to find your specific place and 
anointing in prayer while joining with other believers in powerful agreement to 
bring God’s purposes to earth. Each chapter builds on the next, leading you to 
pray from the victorious perspective of the finished work of Christ. Prayers that 
Strike the Mark hits the target on what it means to be devoted to prayer and 
release the destiny of people and nations.” 

—Dr. Kynan Bridges 
Senior Pastor, Grace & Peace Global Fellowship, Tampa, FL 

Author, The Power of Prophetic Prayer, 90 Days of Prayer Power, and  
School of the Miraculous (October 2019) 
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Classes and Other Resources 

The following Prayers that Strike the Mark Study Guide is great for individual 
study in your own home, with a small group, or in a classroom setting. It also 
serves as part of the Prayers that Strike the Mark class at God Encounters 
Ministries, along with the complementary book, Strike the Mark and 12 Class 
Sessions taught by James W. Goll. Visit www.GodEncounters.com for more 
information about this and many other life-changing classes.  
 
At the end of each detailed lesson are simple questions for your reflection and 
review. In the back of this study guide, you will find the answers to these 
questions to aid in your learning.  
 
James W. Goll has many other resources available. They may be purchased at 
www.GodEncounters.com or by calling 1-877-200-1604. For more information, 
visit our website or email info@godencounters.com.   
 



 

 

Dedication 

For every book or message I compose, key people have contributed significant 
deposits into my mind and heart in the developmental stages. This book is no 
exception. 
 
I met Mike Bickle when he was an eighteen-year-old Presbyterian and I was a 
twenty-year-old Methodist, not knowing that fifteen years later, I would begin 
serving for a decade on a vibrant church staff that he would lead. I found 
myself in a diversity of church gatherings, including congregational teaching 
assemblies, conferences, leadership times, and, of course, prayer meetings. If 
you served with Mike Bickle, you were in prayer meetings! I was on his 
ministry staff prior to the establishment of the International House of Prayer, 
which Mike founded. The church fellowship he led hosted morning, noon, and 
night prayer meetings for over ten years.  
 
Mike Bickle has impacted my life in many significant ways, but the greatest 
imprint he has made on me comes from his consistent example of praying the 
Word of God. This man is truly one of this generation’s “Generals of Prayer.”  
 
Therefore, it is my honor to dedicate this book on prayer to my friend, the 
Lord’s servant, Mike Bickle.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The prayer of righteous person is powerful and effective.” 
—James 5:16 (NIV) 
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Foreword by Mike Bickle 

 Prayers that Strike the Mark are guided by and endowed with the power 
of the Holy Spirit to accomplish the will and the Word of God. As faithful prayer 
warriors align with God’s heart, they focus on “prayer targets,” under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit, in order to partner with Jesus in prayer that results 
in victory and breakthrough. Such prayer warriors, relentlessly reminding God 
of His Word, call forth heavenly intervention so that the earth will one day be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord. 
 
 Prayer always precedes the release of God’s promises and purposes. 
According to Luke 2, before the first coming of Jesus the Messiah, there was a 
devout man named Simeon and a prophetess named Anna who were looking 
and praying for His coming. Their ministry of prayer and fasting was used by 
the Lord to confirm the fulfillment of the promise of a Redeemer. Likewise, 
before the second coming of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is raising up a global 
company of men and women who meditate upon the Scriptures, minister to the 
Lord, and intercede in unity with His heart and plan. Collectively, their 
spiritual sacrifices rise before the throne of God as a great concert of prayer. 
 
 For years, I have taught on the “harp and bowl” model of worship and 
prayer as depicted in Revelation 5:8. Worshipping intercessors and praying 
worshippers are being united in this generation to “win for the Lamb the 
rewards of His suffering,” as the centuries-old cry goes. Like many of you, I 
long to see the day when the Spirit and the bride of Christ are in agreement so 
that all believers will declare, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20). 
 
 I have known James Goll for over forty years. He served on the staff of 
the church I pastored in the 1980s and 90’s. I have witnessed his zeal and 
faithfulness to engage in prayer and to teach about prayer in a consistent way 
over many years. My friend James and I have walked through many peaks and 
valleys, and, by the grace of God, we have “kept our hand to the plow” (see 
Luke 9:62) in seeking to motivate, recruit, train, and mobilize intercessors for 
the great end-time revival. We both long to be “worshippers of God and 
deliverers of men.” 
 
 James has not only been a person of prayer for years, but he is also one 
who has been given the grace of God to articulate and instruct people in the 
will, the Word, and the ways of God. In Prayers that Strike the Mark, he 
includes chapters such as “The Orchestra of Prayer,” “Coming into Agreement,” 
and “Reminding God of His Word.” This study guide will provide many practical 
insights into more effective prayer—prayer that is energized by a relationship 
with our most beautiful Lord Jesus and that is anchored in a victorious 
perspective. 
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 It is a joy for me to commend to you this new equipping tool, Prayers that 
Strike the Mark, for the Lord’s prayer army. 
 
                          —Mike Bickle 
           International House of Prayer of Kansas City 

     Author of a number of books, including Growing in the Prophetic  
   and Growing in Prayer 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Preface: Calling Forth God’s Glory 

I awoke suddenly out of a vibrant dream that was filled with lightning. 
(Although this happened years ago, I remember it as if it were yesterday.) One 
lightning bolt after another exploded before my eyes—continual, splintering, 
powerful lightning bolts from heaven to earth. No people. No words. Just 
incessant light, action, sound.  
 
 When I woke up from this intense, Holy-Spirit-saturated dream, the 
whole room still crackled with God’s electric presence. I lingered in that 
presence for twenty minutes or so before it dissipated. As I lay there musing, 
What in the world was that about? I saw “Job 36:32” spelled out in large, 
illuminated letters that were two or three feet tall. I turned on the light and 
found Job 36:32 in my Bible. I remember thinking dubiously that I rarely 
seemed to get anything out of the book of Job, but then I read this: “He covers 
His hands with the lightning, and commands it to strike the mark” (Job  
36:32 NASB). 
 
 Lightning-fast, I made the connection. Lightning was “striking the mark,” 
just as our God-directed intercessory prayers do. And everything fit together 
even better when I considered the huge role that such prayer had been playing 
in my life at that time. For starters, the dream occurred while I was staying in a 
suburb of Toronto on the last night of a Vineyard church conference called 
“Fire on the Altar,” at which I was teaching about intercessory prayer. Prior to 
that, God had put me through ninety days of prayerful seclusion during which 
I had prayed in tongues for six to twelve hours a day. I had been sequestered in 
my home for three months straight, not doing any public ministry, but rather 
focusing on praying and singing in the Spirit. By the end of that time, I had 
grown so accustomed to praying in the secret place that I did not know 
whether I wanted to come out and engage in typical ministry again.  
 
 Another connection did not become clear until a few weeks later, when 
what is now known as the Toronto Blessing began. Yes, the first evidence of 
that special outpouring of the Holy Spirit occurred at the end of the very next 
month following my dream. I am convinced that what happened in Toronto 
could not have happened without the persistent, intercessory prayers of many, 
many people around the world, including mine.  
 
 Collectively, I believe our intercession had released the flashing forth of 
God’s “glorious lightning” and directed it to hit specific targets of need. It really 
happened just as the verse from Job says: “He covers His hands with the 
lightning, and commands it to strike the mark.” 
 
 The verse that follows is also interesting. It comments on the response to 
what has happened in verse 32: “Its noise declares His presence” (verse 33 
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NASB). Prayer creates lightning strikes from heaven—and thunder is the 
corresponding “sound” of that lightning. Prayer creates a thundering noise that 
declares God’s presence. Thus, prayer produces a sound—more than that, a 
combination of sounds. In chapter one of this study guide, we will see how 
prayer is like the harmonious music of an orchestra. 
 
A PLACE OF MEETING 
 
 People of prayer often work behind the scenes. While others in ministry 
work in plain view, they work in the “back room,” in secret. Their prayerful 
intercession creates a place of meeting between God and men and women. In 
the midst of intercession, God lights upon the person praying and moves them 
from the natural to the supernatural. Empowered by God, the intercessor has 
the ability to cut down enemy forces and pick out targets for God’s lightning 
bolts of glory. Prayers that “strike the mark” are prayers authorized by the Holy 
Spirit and endowed with divine power to accomplish the will of God. 
 
 In other words, intercession is our invitation to call forth the glory that is 
on God’s hands in heaven and invite it to invade our space on earth. It is a 
high privilege to pray prayers that strike the mark. You and I have the great 
honor of being called to “paint targets” on our cities, on our churches and 
ministries, on our family members, on the modern-day Sauls in our lives (our 
persecutors), and even on ourselves. In prayer, we may target the United States 
government, the state of Tennessee, the city of Los Angeles, particular 
missionary and relief organizations, people we hear about in the news, people 
in authority, and much more.  
 
“EXTREME PRAYER” 
 
 I keep using the word target, both as a noun and as a verb, because it is 
part of the definition of the Hebrew root word paga, which English-speakers 
often translate as “intercede.” Paga generally indicates “to meet,” but its shades 
of meaning include “to light upon by chance,” “to fall upon,” “to attack,” “to 
strike down,” and “to cut down”—as well as “to strike the mark.” The word 
paga does not relate only to prayer, but the various nuances of its meaning can 
help us understand the dimensions of intercessory prayer.  
 
 The meaning of paga is very similar to the English word intercede, which 
comes from the Latin and means “to go between” (inter: between; cedere: to go), 
to act between parties with a view to reconciling those who differ or contend, to 
plead in favor of another, to interpose, to get involved in solving a problem, to 
step into the gap when needed, to meet with, or to mediate. 
 
 In a real way, you could call intercession “extreme prayer,” because it 
brings together extreme needs with the extraordinary power of God—bridging 
those two extremes. By inserting ourselves into the gap between God and a 
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need, we help to bring about a work of grace, calling upon the Holy Spirit, our 
Helper, who is standing ready to move us from finite ability to infinite ability, 
enabling us to take hold of situations and help accomplish the will of God.  
 
 Here are some scripture passages that demonstrate the distinctive 
meanings of the Hebrew word paga: 
 

You meet [paga] him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who remembers 
You in Your ways.       (Isaiah 64:5 NASB) 
 
And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. And he 
lighted upon [paga] a certain place, and tarried there all night, because 
the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for 
his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and 
behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 
and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, 
behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land wherein thou liest, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy seed…. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee 
in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; 
for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee 
of. And Jacob awakened out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is 
in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How 
dreadful is this place! This is none other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven.     (Genesis 28:10-13, 15-17 KJV) 
 
And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until evening, for Saul, and for 
Jonathan his son, and for the people of the LORD, and for the house of 
Israel; because they were fallen by the sword. And David said unto the 
young man that told him, Whence art thou? And he answered, I am the 
son of a stranger, an Amalekite. And David said unto him, How wast thou 
not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the LORD’s anointed? And 
David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon 
[paga] him. And he smote him that he died. 
       (2 Samuel 1:12-15 KJV; see also 1 Samuel 22:17-18) 
 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way, and the LORD has laid [paga] on him the iniquity of us all…. 
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the 
spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession [paga] for the transgressors.                   (Isaiah 53:6, 12 NIV) 

 
The above passage from Isaiah refers to the Messiah, Jesus. It describes 

how intercession reached its fullest and most profound expression when our 
sins were “laid upon” Jesus. Jesus was able to fully identify with us, having 
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had the totality of our sinful condition placed upon Him. And as the Scapegoat, 
He carried it far away. (See Leviticus 16:1-22.) 
 
 There is an aspect of this form of intercession into which we, as the body 
of Christ, can enter. Paul writes about filling up in his flesh what is still lacking 
in regard to Christ’s afflictions “for the sake of His body, which is the church” 
(Colossians 1:24).  
 
 According to these ways of understanding paga, or intercession, praying 
believers present targets so that the Holy Spirit can take a measure of heaven’s 
glory and send it forth to strike the mark. What an invitation to pray prayers 
that strike the mark! 
 
YOU ARE QUALIFIED 
 

We have been invited to draw God’s attention to specific places where He 
can intervene. On the cross, Jesus already accomplished the ultimate answer 
to all of our prayers, but God awaits our specific invitation to come into each 
scene.  
 
 You may say, “I am not qualified for this. I am not an apostle…I am not a 
prophet…I don’t think I’m even very sharp.” But I say, “You are qualified.” If 
you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, He has given you both authority 
and power over the enemy. He is waiting for you to follow Him as He uses your 
Spirit-breathed prayers to gain victory over the foe and bring blessings to His 
people! Are you ready?  
 
 
Dr. James W. Goll 
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Overview of 
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Lesson One: 
The Orchestra of Prayer 

“He [King Hezekiah] organized Levites at the Temple into an orchestral group, 
using cymbals, psalteries, and harps. This was in accordance with the directions 
of David and the prophets Gad and Nathan, who had received their instructions 
from the Lord. The priests formed a trumpet corps. Then Hezekiah ordered the 

burnt offering to be placed upon the altar, and as the sacrifice began, the 
instruments of music began to play the songs of the Lord, accompanied by the 
trumpets. Throughout the entire ceremony everyone worshiped the Lord as the 
singers sang and the trumpets blew. Afterwards the king and his aides bowed 
low before the Lord in worship. Then King Hezekiah ordered the Levites to sing 
before the Lord some of the psalms of David and of the prophet Asaph, which 

they gladly did, and bowed their heads and worshiped.” 
—2 Chronicles 29:25–30 (TLB) 

I. A FRESH LOOK AT THE HIGH CALLING OF INTERCESSION  

A. Webster’s Dictionary Definitions 
1. Intercede – (Latin intercedo: inter – between; cedere – to go; 

literally, to go between) to act between parties with a view to 
reconciling those who differ or contend; to plead in favor of 
another; to interpose, to mediate or make intercession. 

2. Mediate – being between two extremes; to interpose between 
parties at variance with a view to reconciliation; to mediate 
a peace. 

3. Mediation – “entreaty for another – intercession.” 

B. Hebrew Definition: 
The Hebrew word for intercession is ‘paga’, which is only translated a 
few times as intercession in the Old Testament. Yet, when you 
compare the many different pictures, words, and interpretations of 
the word paga, you can glean many wonderful understandings of 
what it means to intercede. Paga – to meet, to light upon (by chance), 
to fall upon, attack, strike down, cut down, to strike the mark, 
laid upon. 

1. To meet – Isaiah 64:5. A meeting with God for the purpose 
of reconciliation. 

2. To light upon – Genesis 28:10-17. By God’s working of grace, 
our divine “Helper” is standing by, ready to aid us in our 
intercession, moving us from the natural to the supernatural, 
from finite ability to infinite ability, taking hold of situations with 
us so as to accomplish the will of God. 
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3. To fall upon, attack, strike down, cut down – 1 Samuel 22:11-
19; 2 Samuel 1:11-16. Intercession is the readiness of a soldier 
to fall upon or attack the enemy at the command of his lord, 
striking and cutting him down! 

4. To strike the mark – Job 36:32. Intercession releases the 
flashing forth of His glory/lightening, directing it to the desired 
situation and allowing it to strike the mark. 

5. Laid upon – Isaiah 53:12 (intercession); Isaiah 53:6 (laid upon). 
Intercession reached its fullest and most profound expression 
when our sins were “laid upon” Jesus. Jesus was able to fully 
identify with us, having the totality of our condition placed upon 
Himself; then as the scapegoat, He carried it far away. There is 
an aspect of this form of intercession into which we, as His 
Body, can enter. Colossians 1:24 calls us to share on behalf of 
His body, which is the Church, in filling up that which is lacking 
in Christ’s afflictions. 

C. We Paint the Targets for God’s Glorious Intervention! 
According to these understandings, praying believer’s in the earth 
realm paint targets for the Holy Spirit to take a measure of the “glory 
of God” surrounding His hands in the heavenly realm and send it 
forth “striking the mark.” This becomes Prayers that Strike the Mark! 
What an invitation!  

II. PRAYER IS THE HARMONY OF MANY DIFFERENT INSTRUMENTS 

A. Key Scriptures 
1. Matthew 18: 18-20 – “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, I say to you that if two of 
you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be 
done for them by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 

2. Ephesians 6:18 “...all kinds of prayers” (NIV) and “...praying 
always with all prayer” (NKJV). 

3. Philippians 4:6 – “In everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God” (KJV). 

B. Similarity of an Orchestra and an Effective Prayer Gathering 
1. The score – the Word of God. 
2. The tempo – set and moderated by the Holy Spirit. 
3. The conductor – Jesus Christ Himself. 
4. The Instruments – Who are the “instruments”? 
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C. Many Different Sounds 
In an “orchestra” there are numerous instruments that each bring 
forth a distinct sound, and each require specific lessons in order to 
play skillfully. There can be the percussion, woodwinds, strings, or 
brass sections. Take your place in the orchestra of prayer for the 
glory of God and learn to play your distinct instrument. 

In a symphony, there are normally distinct “movements.” So it is with 
the symphony of praise, prayer weaved with worship and intercessory 
prayers. It is a “concert of sounds” blended together to bring God’s 
glorious intrusion into His creation by the invitation of man! 

III. TWELVE DIVERSE SOUNDS OF PRAYER 

A. Thanksgiving 
1. Psalms 100:4a – “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving...” 
2. Ten lepers cried at a distance, “Lord, have mercy!” They were all 

healed. Only one returned and thanked God. This one was made 
whole. Direct access to Jesus came through thanksgiving. (See 
Luke 17:11-19.) 

B. High Praise 
1. Psalms 100:4b – “...and into His courts with praise...” 
2. We thank God for His goodness (Psalm 100:5) – what He has 

done; and then we praise God for His greatness (Psalm 48:1) – 
Who He is!  

3. Psalms 48:1a – “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised!” 

C. Worship unto the Lamb 
1. Worship is an attitude – bowing the head, prostrating, kneeling. 
2. Psalms 95:1-7a – “Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout 

joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before His 
presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with 
psalms. For the LORD is the great God, and the great King above 
all gods. In His hand are the deep places of the earth; the heights 
of the hills are His also. The sea is His, for He made it; and His 
hands formed the dry land. Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. For He is our God, 
and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand.” 

3. We begin with shouting joyfully, for He is a great God! All of this 
leads to worship, which is our chief end. Worship is the ultimate 
expression of totally giving yourself to God. Who or what you 
worship is your God/god. Whatever you worship has power 
over you. 
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D. Dedication or Consecration 
1. John 17:19 – Enter into the High Priestly prayer of Jesus. Be 

sanctified – set apart unto the Lord. 
2. Romans 12:1 – We are to present (dedicate) our body as spiritual 

service of worship. 

E. Prayer of Commitment 
1. Psalms 31:5 – “Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have 

redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.” 
2. Psalms 37:5 – “Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, 

and He shall bring it to pass.” 
3. Committing is an act; trust is an attitude. When you commit to 

something, you roll your way onto the Lord. When your way 
becomes too heavy, you roll it off onto another (the Lord). The 
order is to commit and then trust – give it and then leave it. 

F. Petitioning – Just Ask!  
1. 1 John 5:14 – we must ask according to the will of God. 
2. Bob Mumford – noted Bible teacher said: “Am I to give them a 

nugget out of my mind or teach them how to get it for 
themselves?” 

3. When you pray, do you ask the Bible way? 
4. Mark 11:24 – “...whatever things you ask when you pray, believe 

that you receive them, and you will have them.” When it becomes 
settled in you, you will know it and then experience it. 

G. Intercession – Standing in the Gap 
1. Ezekiel 22:30-31 (KJV) – “And I sought for a man among them 

that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me 
for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 
Therefore I have poured out mine indignation upon them; I have 
consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I 
recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God.”  

2. This is not “devotional prayer.” This should have already been 
covered in your own time of communion with the Lord. You now 
take your position before the Lord on behalf of others! 

3. From Isaiah 59: 
a) Isaiah 59:2-8 – A list or catalog of sins is stated. 
b) Isaiah 59:15-21 – Then we are given God’s reaction. 

4. To stand in the gap between God and man is one of the highest 
honors given to a believer. (For more detail on this see my book 
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The Lost Art of Intercession and the Tending the Fires of 
Intercession Study Guide.) 

H. Supplication with a Revelation of God’s Heart 
1. This is a cry for one main thing — mercy. James 2:13 tells us 

that “mercy triumphs over judgment!” (NIV). 
2. Zechariah 12:10 – You cannot lift the cry without the grace to do 

it. Ask for the spirit of grace and supplication. 
3. Hebrews 4:16 – the only ones who don’t receive mercy are those 

who don’t come. What blinds us is self-righteousness 
(religiosity). 

I. Prayer of Command  
1. This is a command of faith where the Lord heeds the voice of a 

man. This could be a “gift of faith” as listed in 1 Corinthians 12 
and other scriptural references. 

2. Joshua 10:12-15 – Joshua spoke to the Lord and then released 
a command to the sun and the moon. The sun stood still for an 
entire day. 

J. Prayers that Decree a Blessing  
1. Numbers 6:23-26: 

a) “The Lord bless you... 
b) ...And keep you... 
c) The Lord make His face shine on you. 
d) ...And be gracious to you. 
e) The Lord lift up His countenance on you. 
f) ...And give you peace.” 

2. Numbers 6:27 – “So they shall put My name on the children of 
Israel, and I will bless them.” 

K. Releasing a Curse - Prayers that Thwart the Enemy 
1. Matthew 21:18-22 – The fig tree with no fruit was cursed at its 

roots and withered and died. 
2. This is like the prayer of command coupled with righteousness 

and a gift of faith.  
3. Exercise great caution in this area. This is the one specific area 

that needs the greatest discernment and should be left to the 
experienced with confirmation.  

L. Persistent Matters 
1. Luke 11:5-13 – We are to ask, and keep on asking ...  

seeking ... knocking. 
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2. The game isn’t over until you give up! So, don’t! Persist! Pray 
from a winning mindset. We are called to be enforcers of the 
Kingdom of Light over the temporary kingdom of darkness. 

IV. CLOSING COMMENTS FOR THE PRAYER ORCHESTRA 

A. Five Aspects of Intercessory Prayer 
1. Personal petition – Asking for circumstances in your life 

to change. 
2. Personal devotion – Asking for spiritual growth, communion with 

God, and worship. 
3. Meditation on God’s Word – Turning God’s Word into 

conversation with Jesus. 
4. Intercession for God’s corporate purpose – Watching over the 

people of God (see, for example, 1 Thessalonians 3:10; Isaiah 
62:6-7; Luke 18:7-8). 

5. Intercession for specific individuals – (see, for example, 
2 Corinthians 1:11; Ephesians 6:18-19; Philippians 1:19). 

B. Ten Conditions Necessary for Effective Prayer 
1. Faith – Mark 11:23-24; Mathew 21:21-22; 1 John 5:14-15. 
2. Persistence – Luke 18:1-8; Matthew 7:7-11; Isaiah 30:18-19; 

62:6-7; Luke 11:5-13. 
3. Holy Life – Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:1-2; 1 John 3:19-22. 
4. Honor for spouse – 1 Peter 3:7. 
5. Will of God – 1 John 5:14-15. 
6. Name of Jesus – John 14:13-14, 26; 16:23-24. 
7. Pure Motives – James 4:2-3. 
8. Boldness – Hebrews 4:16. 
9. Forgiveness – Matthew 6:15. 
10. Unity – Matthew 18:19-20; 5:23-24. 

C. Scriptural Characteristics of Ongoing Intercession 
Read Luke 11: 5-13 

1. Urgency – Relating to an urgent need, (vs. 5) 
2. Protection – Prayer on behalf of others, (vs. 6) 
3. Humility – Open acknowledgment of helplessness, (vs. 6) 
4. Confidence – Knowing that God will answer, (vs. 8) 
5. Patience – Involves a period of delay, (vs. 8) 
6. Perseverance – Is not deterred by delay, (vs. 9-10) 
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7. Blessing – Completed intercession involves reward, (vs. 13) 
 
SUMMARY: Holy, believing, persevering prayer are three qualities that are 
essential for obtaining God’s divine answer. Let’s combine all these elements 
and release Prayers that Strike the Mark in Jesus Name! 
 

D. Target Practice 
Almighty God, in Jesus’s great name, I thank You that the fervent 
prayer of a righteous believer prevails! By the grace of God, I am 
adding these various sounds of prayer into my understanding. Holy 
Spirit, guide and direct me in choosing which instrument should be 
selected at the appropriate time and how to play it. I praise You and 
thank You that You are teaching me how to release prayers that will 
strike the mark without fail. Amen. (See James 5:16.) 
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Reflection Questions 
Lesson One: The Orchestra of Prayer 

Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide. 

Fill in the Blank 

1. List three types of instruments in prayer: 

a. _______________________________________________________ 

b. _______________________________________________________ 

c. _______________________________________________________ 

2. In everything by _______________ and supplication, with _______________ let 

your requests be made known to God (Philippians 4:6, KJV). 

3. To surrender your will to God and obey His command, trusting He will 

bring His will to pass, is to pray the prayer of _______________. 

 

Multiple Choice – Choose the best answer from the list below: 

A. Dedicate 

B. Persevere 

C. Blessing 

D. Supplication 

 

4. To persist in prayer without wavering until the answer comes is to _______ 

in prayer. 

5. A Cry for Mercy is an example of which type of prayer? _______ 

Continued on the next page. 
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True or False 

6. Unlike an orchestra, prayer is a group of people with singularity in gifts 

and style. _______ 

7. Psalms 95:1-7 tells us to approach God with stillness and fasting. _______ 

8. Intercession is making prayers of petition on behalf of others. _______ 

 

Scripture Memorization 

9. Write out Philippians 4:6 and memorize it. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What was the primary insight you gained from this lesson, and how will 

you apply it to your life? 
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