


What People Are Saying About  
James Goll and Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts…

Ever since my friend James Goll was set on fire by the Holy Spirit, he has been a demonstrator of the 
grace and power of God’s Spirit. Now, for the first time, he teaches the field-tested secrets he has learned 
so that you can release the gifts of the Spirit in your life. Now is the time for you, too, to experience the 
fire of the Holy Spirit and to operate in the gifts. If not now, when?

—Sid Roth 
Host, It’s Supernatural!

James Goll’s study guide Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts is an excellent, well-written work. 
I like how he drew from different streams instead of just representing one stream or denominational 
viewpoint. James is a diligent student of the Word of God and the ways of God. His years of experience 
and years of study are reflected in this book. I love to be around bright people who are full of the Spirit 
and who value hearing from God. James was the first prophet whom I sat with and asked for prayer and 
activation in the prophetic. I sense God is readying the church for a new visitation. When He comes 
near, we experience more of His grace as empowerment through the expressions of grace seen in the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. I sense this is the hour to no longer be satisfied with knowing about the grace 
gifts of God—God wants us to understand how to hear from Him and to act on His behalf through 
His divine enablements, His gifts. I am grateful to James for this labor of love that helps to clarify for 
many who are just now coming to the Master’s banquet table the importance and the value of His gifts, 
and the way to begin flowing and growing in them.

—Randy Clark, D. Min. 
Founder and president of Global Awakening and the Apostolic Network of Global Awakening

James Goll has provided us with an excellent study guide that will give both student and scholar much 
to consider. How many times have we wished we had a clear, concise study guide for today’s church to 
instruct us in the gifts of the Holy Spirit! Now we have one! Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts 
will activate your gifts and give you a desire to release them to the body of Christ with wisdom and grace. 
More than just a study guide, this is a book full of insight from a true friend of the Holy Spirit. You’ll 
want more than one copy to share with your friends, your home study group, your church!

—Dr. Brian Simmons 
The Passion Translation Project 

Stairway Ministries



Dr. James Goll is one of the most thorough teachers in our day on subjects pertaining to the Spirit of 
God and kingdom life. His teachings are prophetically inspired, and yet any academically motivated in-
dividual will truly sit down to a feast when they use his materials and receive a prophetic infusion at the 
same time. The gifts of the Spirit is a subject dear to my heart as it was the first official training I received 
as a new believer. In this study guide, James does a brilliant job of empowering the hungry student in 
both understanding and activating these wonderful kingdom tools.

—Patricia King 
Founder, XP Ministries 

www.patriciaking.com

Dr. James Goll is a forerunner and pioneer in the prophetic and apostolic movements, impacting the 
nations for decades with his dynamic teachings and deep spiritual insights. Impacting the World Through 
Spiritual Gifts builds on the rich legacy of the Holy Spirit evident in the life and ministry of Dr. Goll. 
This is more than a book; it is a supernatural activation tool for every believer. Through the pages of this 
supernatural manual, believers will receive revelatory teaching on how to recognize, activate, and release 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Contrary to popular belief, the gifts of the Spirit are not static 
but require our active participation and partnership. This divinely inspired book will answer your vital 
questions, such as: “Are the gifts of the Spirit relevant for today?” “How do I become more sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit?” “How do believers release the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives?” If you are ready 
to walk in a greater dimension of the supernatural, this book is for you! Read with intentionality and 
hunger, and you will never be the same again!

—Kynan T. Bridges 
Founder and president of Kynan Bridges Ministries, Inc. 

Pastor, Grace & Peace Global Fellowship 
International best-selling author 

James Goll has been operating in the gifts of the Spirit for decades. Now, he’s blending sound theology 
with practical experience to help you press into the supernatural in this valuable study guide. Whether 
you are a soccer mom who, as Paul admonishes us in 1 Corinthians 12:31, earnestly desires spiritual 
gifts or a minister who wants to root the operations of these gifts firmly in Scripture, Impacting the 
World Through Spiritual Gifts equips, inspires, and activates you to understand and press into the Holy 
Spirit’s gifts. Every Christian needs to read this book!

—Jennifer LeClaire 
Senior editor, Charisma magazine 

Director, Awakening House of Prayer



James Goll’s new study guide is a must for those who want to grow in the areas of hearing the voice of 
God and developing the gifts of the Spirit in their lives. I have had the honor of ministering with this 
dear man and observing him teach, impart, and activate others into their destiny. By reading this book, 
you will be activated in a supernatural anointing made natural in your life today!

—Jerame Nelson 
Living At His Feet Ministries 

Author, Encountering Angels and Burning Ones

I’ve always considered James Goll to be one of the main fathers of the modern-day prophetic move-
ment. And just when I think he’s exhausted what he might teach on the spiritual gifts today, he cre-
ates even better resources—including this study guide and its related book, Releasing Spiritual Gifts 
Today—with the quality of university-level documentation. These works have to be the most compre-
hensive, best-documented materials on learning to both receive and operate in the biblical spiritual 
gifts available today. I daresay there is not a Scripture reference missing on the subject. Whether you 
are new to the subject or highly seasoned, you are about to discover a wealth of more biblical research 
than has ever before been at your fingertips!

—Steve Shultz 
Founder, The Elijah List 

Author, Can You Speak Louder?

James Goll is one of the most brilliant yet simple and down-to-earth leaders I know. We’ve been taught, 
taught, taught! Now James is rallying the call to release, release, release…spiritual gifts. Impacting the 
World Through Spiritual Gifts is so clear that releasing becomes simple. Just do it. And find someone to 
do it with. Releasing becomes contagious. This book will transform you into a DOER!

—Barbara J. Yoder 
Lead Apostle, Shekinah Regional Apostolic Center, Ann Arbor, MI 

Author, The Breaker Anointing and many other books

Natural ability and talents are great and are God-given. But your natural talents aren’t enough to fulfill 
the divine purpose and calling God has for you. You need the anointing and operation of the Holy Spirit 
to be able to do all God has called you to do. Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts will empower 
you to operate in a new level of spiritual gifting and power! In this study guide, James Goll masterfully 
teaches on the subject of functioning in all nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, including the gifts of revelation, 
power, and utterance. He teaches in a clear, organized, and powerful way. Not only will you learn what 
the gifts of the Spirit are, but you will also learn practical steps to seeing these manifestations of God in-
crease in and through you. You will be equipped to impact the lives of those around you with the power 
of the Holy Spirit. I highly recommend this book for individuals, home groups, churches, Bible studies, 
and Bible schools. It will be a great resource in your spiritual arsenal!

—Matt Sorger 
Prophetic healing revivalist 

TV host and author, Power for Life 
mattsorger.com



James Goll walks his talk and demonstrates what he teaches. I know this man and his teachings. We 
have served on each other’s ministry boards for several years. James has given the body of Christ a great 
tool by presenting these spiritual truths in a manner that is understandable and yet filled with a depth 
of Scripture/historical precedent mixed with modern-day examples. If you believe that Jesus Christ is 
the same, yesterday, today and forever, then you are going to love Impacting the World Through Spiritual 
Gifts!

—Elizabeth Alves 
Founder, Increase International 

International best-selling author, Mighty Prayer Warrior
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Foreword

W hen Jesus’ followers gathered in Jerusalem to receive “the Promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4  
NKJV), they waited with open hearts to welcome this movement of God in their lives, not 

fully understanding what was coming. What they received—what was poured out into their lives from 
heaven—was a Person, God the Holy Spirit. And with the Promise of the Father came clear manifesta-
tions of His presence within them and among them: a powerful wind, tongues of fire, and an ability to 
speak in languages unknown to them but known to those who were listening to them, as they joyfully 
proclaimed God’s wonderful works of salvation and life. The results were beyond what the disciples 
could ever have imagined, as three thousand people gave their lives to Christ in one day and the message 
of the gospel was carried to regions and countries well beyond Jerusalem.

Jesus gives a variety of gifts to His church to provide ongoing comfort, exhortation, and encourage-
ment for His people. “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men” (Ephe-
sians 4 :8 NKJV). The gifts of the Spirit build up and strengthen God’s people. They establish us in His 
love, enable us to serve one another’s needs, and empower us to be living demonstrations of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the world around us. But the essence of the gifts is the Person who gives them, the One 
who pours out God’s unconditional love and life-giving grace.

Whenever we open our hearts to welcome the Spirit anew into our individual and corporate lives—
whenever we appreciate and honor Him, hosting His presence—He will manifest God’s glory in our 
midst, bringing hope, peace, power, and a renewed vision to build God’s kingdom on earth. The fullness 
of life in the body of Christ is offered to us through the Giver and His gifts. We will miss out on so much 
of His comfort, strength, and encouragement until we learn to release His gifts in our lives—today. And 
when we release God’s power and presence into the world, people will be transformed in ways we never 
imagined possible.

In Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts, James Goll invites you to know and appreciate the 
gifts of the Spirit and to clearly understand what it means for you to release them. With solid biblical 
teaching, insights from noted Christian leaders, stirring testimonies, and personal application, he opens 
for you the realm of the supernatural, where the movement of the Spirit is the norm, where people see 
the glory of God, and where healing and wholeness are restored to individuals and communities.
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This supernatural life is available to you today as God’s gifts are released through you. Use this 
guide with an open heart and a discerning mind. You will receive a fresh infilling of the Promise of the 
Father, enabling you to pour out the life of God for salvation, healing, miraculous works, supernatural 
guidance, and pure worship.

—Dr. Ché Ahn 
Apostle, Harvest Apostolic Center, Pasadena, California 

Senior pastor, HRock Church 
President, Harvest International Ministry 

International Chancellor, Wagner Leadership Institute
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Preface: Just Do It!

I have intentionally titled this study guide Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts rather 
than “Receiving Spiritual Gifts” because I believe we should do something with spiritual gifts 

now—not just study them in order to learn what they are and how to obtain them. Giving God’s love to 
others by means of His gifts presupposes first having received them, and it is important to learn how to 
use the gifts of His Spirit today rather than merely learn how to receive them and then sit on our hands 
and do nothing with them!

Not long ago, “the gifts of the Holy Spirit” was a hot topic, and most of the books about spiritual 
gifts that are available were published in the recent past. Yet even though you will not hear as much 
preaching and teaching about them these days, God has not rescinded His gifts or His commissioning. 
He has not lifted these special manifestations of His grace. Rather, in these latter days that we are 
living in, He has determined to pour them forth all the more, with even greater degrees of impact and 
authority. God not only wants you to learn about His gifts, but He also wants you to experience the 
great wonder of moving in and through His grace on a daily basis. Experience, under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, will be your best tutor; and you can expect to keep learning as you keep on doing—today, 
tomorrow, and the next day. Practice does make perfect! As the popular slogan goes, “Just do it!”

The Nine Most Widely Recognized Gifts

Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts is divided into four sections, with three lessons in each 
part. The first section gives you an overview of spiritual gifts and introduces you to the way the Holy 
Spirit moves and operates through them. Sections two through four give you specific information about 
the nine most widely recognized spiritual gifts, grouped together as “Revelatory Gifts,” “Power Gifts,” 
and “Vocal Gifts.”

Section two, “Revelatory Gifts,” describes three gifts that “reveal”: discerning of spirits, word of wis-
dom, and word of knowledge. Section three, “Power Gifts,” examines three gifts that “do”: faith, heal-
ings, and workings of miracles. Last, but not least, “Vocal Gifts” covers three gifts that “speak,” or gifts 
that rely on the human vocal cords for manifestation: tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy. 
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These nine gifts are not the only gifts God gives to His children, but they are vital ones to learn about, 
to understand, and to activate as He leads.

Throughout, I give you plenty of examples of these spiritual gifts in action, both in current, everyday 
life and within the pages of the Bible. It is always exciting to see God working through His people; and 
even when we revisit familiar biblical stories, we can always see something new in them.

Information, Inspiration, and Impartation

My three main purposes for this study guide are information, inspiration, and impartation. First, that 
the information presented here will bring you into a greater awareness of biblical truth about spiritual 
gifts. Second, that you will be inspired, through the personal and biblical stories, to greater levels of 
hope and faith regarding the tremendous potential of the gifts God has given to you. Third, that you will 
be imparted by the Spirit with the courage to step forward and use them.

It is my hope that all of us will study to show ourselves approved as effective workers for our Mas-
ter. I base this goal on 2 Timothy 2:15, which reads, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.” The Lord has gifted each 
and every one of us. May He be magnified in our lives as we serve as His hands and feet and voice in the 
world around us.

Nothing will happen if you don’t step out in faith. Let the lessons you are about to study stir you to 
respond anew to His direction so that you can “ just do it”—use the spiritual gifts that God gives you—
every day of your life. Remember, faith is spelled R-I-S-K, and the best fruit is always way out there on 
the end of the limb! What does the Lord want to do for you and through you? Let’s turn the page and 
see what He has in store for you today.
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Section One

Introduction to  
Spiritual Gifts

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
—Hebrews 13:8

T he Holy Spirit is at work everywhere in the world, and all of His gifts are still fully operational 
in the lives of believers. These gifts are not ours to simply play with or ignore according to our 

whims. They are ours to activate by faith and to use at His direction.

God gives spiritual gifts so that everyone can profit from them, so that each member of the body of 
Christ can benefit the others. The gifts operate similarly to the functioning of the human body, where 
each part and organ works together with the others so the whole body can flourish. It is impossible to 
have a glorious, fully functioning body of Christ apart from the charismata, the gifts of the Spirit.



16

Lesson One

What Are the Spiritual Gifts?

“To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 
—1 Corinthians 12:7

I. INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS

A. John Wimber (late author, international Vineyard leader)

Spiritual gifts are the expression of God’s power at work in the Church today. 
A believer does not possess gifts; a believer receives gifts from God to be used at 
special times for special occasions. Gifts are the attestation of the empowering of 
the Holy Spirit and are vital in a “signs and wonders” ministry.

Spiritual empowering equips one for service. The gifts are the tools which en-
able one to fulfill the ministry required.

The gifts of the Spirit are received by impartation. The gifts (except the private 
use of tongues) are given to us and through us to use for others, and are developed 
in a climate of risk-taking and willingness to fail.1

B. Mel Robeck (Fuller Theological Seminary professor)

The gifts (charismata) of the Holy Spirit are the transrational [going beyond hu-
man reason] manifestations of God. They are given by God for the purpose of 
ministry taking place for the good of the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:7).

The source of the gifts is the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12; Hebrews 2:4 ).

The recipients are the community of the Spirit, sometimes called the people of God 
or the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12; Romans 12; Ephesians 4 ; 1 Peter 4 :10–11).
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Their purpose is to edify the Body, equip the saints, and glorify God.

Their motive should always be love (1 Corinthians 13:1–13).

The way and wherefore of spiritual gifts is directly related to the work of the 
Holy Spirit throughout history.2

C. Dick Iverson (author, founding pastor of City Bible Church [Oregon], 
formerly called Portland Bible Temple)

[The gifts of the Holy Spirit] are not just human talents, or even human abilities 
energized by the Holy Spirit. The gifts are direct manifestations of the Holy Spir-
it through believers. God does use human abilities and He does energize them 
with His Spirit, but that is something different than the gifts of the Spirit. It may 
also be true that God equips us by personality and temperament to match the 
gifts in which we function, yet the actual function of the gifts is beyond the per-
sonality and ability of the [person], they function by the supernatural influence 
and operation of the Holy Spirit.3

D. Derek Prince (late author, international Bible teacher)

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are the supernaturally imparted abilities to do the 
works of Jesus. Each of the twenty-five New Testament charismata is an example 
of grace made specific, effective, and manifest. These gifts are a manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit within a believer. No believer should be without his own distinctive 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit. We are exhorted to seek all the spiritual gifts.

E. Peter Wagner (missiologist, author, apostolic teacher)

A spiritual gift is a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member of the 
Body of Christ, according to God’s grace, for use within the context of the Body.4

(Note that Peter does not mean gifts are inward-looking alone—meant only for use with-
in the church and for the mutual benefit of Christians. Whenever and wherever the church 
ministers, both inwardly and outwardly, ministry is best conducted through gifted believers.)

II. Purposes of the Gifts of the Spirit

A. For the Common Good

To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   
 (1 Corinthians 12:7)
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The apostle Paul made it clear that we are to use our spiritual gifts to benefit the local body 
of which we are a member:

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one 
is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another proph-
ecy, and to another the distinguishing [“discerning” NKJV] of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same 
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.   
 (1 Corinthians 12:7–11)

Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the 
church that you seek to excel.  (1 Corinthians 14 :12 NKJV)

B. To Form a Body

The body of Christ is not just a gathering of believers; it is the living body of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on earth today. God gives spiritual gifts so that the entire body of Christ can profit 
from them, so that each member can benefit the others. It’s like the human body, where each 
part and organ works together with the others so that the whole body can flourish.

Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.  (1 Corinthians 12:27)

Each of us has been gifted for the sake of others. The nine gifts of the Spirit described in 
detail in this study guide are not the totality of body ministry, but total body ministry is not 
possible without them.

C. To Accompany the Preaching of the Gospel

It is impossible to have a glorious, fully functioning body of Christ apart from the charisma-
ta, the gifts of the Spirit. Without supernatural endowments, the church cannot presume to 
preach the gospel to the whole world and to reap the great harvest prior to the coming of the 
Lord. Another way of saying it is that the gospel is not being fully preached unless it is “with 
signs following” (Mark 16:20 KJV).

1. Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to 
God. For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished 
through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed, in the power of 
signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about 
as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  (Romans 15:17–20)

2. My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power.  (1 Corinthians 2:4 )

3. And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when 
they heard him and saw the signs that he did. (Acts 8:6 ESV)
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4 . How will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken 
through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, God also testifying with 
them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit 
according to His own will.  (Hebrews 2:3–4 )

D. Testimony—Sabrina

While teaching in the nation of Albania, right after Communism was lifted, I had a pow-
erful experience where the gifts of the Holy Spirit were in operation, resulting in the salvation 
and healing of many.

Through my interpreter, I began to preach about how God sets us free from rejection and 
oppression, and I told a little bit about my background and testimony. After I launched into 
my sermon, I kept speaking for a while, although I could see I wasn’t getting much of any-
where. Then the name Sarah floated through my mind. That was the second time it had hap-
pened that day, and I had to assume that God had given it to me for a reason. I turned to my 
interpreter and asked, “How do you say the name Sarah in the Albanian language?”

My interpreter said, “Sabrina.” So, I asked if there was a lady there named Sabrina. Sure 
enough, there was. The Holy Spirit proceeded to give me her age and a word of knowledge that 
she had a tumor in her left breast. With a gift of faith, I stated that Jesus wanted to heal her. 

No one in the gathering had ever heard the gospel of Jesus before. But everyone present 
knew Sabrina, and they watched as she gave her heart to Jesus. Everything I had said was ac-
curate. This resulted in a dramatic move of the Holy Spirit in which people were saved, healed, 
and delivered of evil spirits. Jesus was magnified that night, and a true move of the Holy Spirit 
was triggered by one word of knowledge.

III. Gifts Through Impartation

God’s gifts are received by impartation in at least three ways (and perhaps more):

A.  Sovereignly Given

God gives grace, gifts, ministries, and offices as He desires. His decision to bestow gifts is 
not dependent on human preparation or choosing but rather on God’s sovereign election and 
choice.

1. When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided 
tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  
   (Acts 2:1–4  NKJV)

2. Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said 
that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 



20  Impacting the World Through Spiritual Gifts

common. And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  (Acts 4 :32–33 ESV)

3. While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were 
listening to the message.  (Acts 10:4 4 )

B. Laying On of Hands

Those who are already gifted can help each other to receive what God has chosen to give, 
often through the laying on of hands. We see this practice throughout the history of the peo-
ple of God, especially after the Holy Spirit was given to the church.

1. Moses to Joshua: “Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses 
had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as the LORD had 
commanded Moses” (Deuteronomy 34 :9).

2. The church at Antioch to Barnabas and Paul: “Then after fasting and praying they laid 
their hands on them and sent them off” (Acts 13:3 ESV).

3. The apostles to the seven deacons (Stephen, Philip, etc.): “They had these men stand be-
fore the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them” (Acts 6:6 NRSV).

4 . Ananias to Paul: “So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul [Paul] 
and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 9:17 NRSV).

C. Casting a Mantle

The impartation appears to “fall upon” one person from another. Examples include the 
following:

1. Elijah to Elisha:

a. In obedience to God, Elijah anointed Elisha as his servant by casting his mantle 
upon him. (See 1 Kings 19:15–16, 19.)

b. That simple act determined the course of the rest of Elisha’s life. He became Eli-
jah’s servant and learned how to operate in God’s giftings. Finally, at the end of 
Elijah’s life, Elisha became the sole possessor of the mantle that had once been put 
over his shoulders (see 2 Kings 2:1–14 ), and he went on to perform even more mir-
aculous prophetic acts than his mentor, Elijah, had.

2. Jesus to the seventy:

a. Jesus called His disciples and passed on His authority to them:

After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them 
two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself 
was about to go. Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the 
laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into His harvest.… Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such 
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things as are set before you. And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’”  (Luke 10:1–2, 8–9 NKJV)

b. Jesus’ disciples went out without Him and ministered, testing their new gifts; and 
then they came back to report their successes to Him. “Then the seventy returned 
with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name’” (Luke 10:17 
NKJV).

IV. Spiritual Gifts as Found in Scripture

A. The following are clearly listed as spiritual gifts. Most of these Scriptures 
come from four different places in the New Testament where we find gifts 
listed: Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4.

1. Administrations, or “steerings” (see 1 Corinthians 12:28)

2. Apostle (see 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4 :11)

3. Celibacy (see 1 Corinthians 7:7)

4 . Discerning (or distinguishing) of spirits (see 1 Corinthians 12:10)

5. Effecting of miracles, or powers (see 1 Corinthians 12:10)

6. Eternal life (see Romans 6:23)

7. Evangelist (see Ephesians 4 :11)

8. Exhortation (see Romans 12:8)

9. Faith (see 1 Corinthians 12:9)

10. Giving (see Romans 12:8)

11. Healings (see 1 Corinthians 12:9, 28)

12. Helps (see 1 Corinthians 12:28)

13. Interpretation of tongues (see 1 Corinthians 12:10)

14 . Kinds of tongues (see 1 Corinthians 12:10; 1 Corinthians 14 :1–34 )

15. Leadership, or ruling (see Romans 12:8)

16. Mercy (see Romans 12:8)

17. Pastor, or shepherd (see Ephesians 4 :11; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2)

18. Prophecy (see 1 Corinthians 12:10; 1 Corinthians 14 :1)

19. Prophet (see 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4 :11)

20. Righteousness (see Romans 5:17)

21. Service (see Romans 12:7)

22. Teacher (see 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4 :11)
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23. Teaching (see Romans 12:7)

24 . Word of knowledge (see 1 Corinthians 12:8)

25. Word of wisdom (see 1 Corinthians 12:8)

B. The following are some other possible spiritual gifts. The scriptural support 
for such gifts has not been set forth in the form of a list, but it can be seen in 
biblical anecdotes and in various commands and directives.

1. Craftsmanship

2. Encouragements

3. Fasting

4 . Hospitality

5. Intercessory prayer

6. Interpretation of dreams

7. Judgment (being a wise judge)

8. Missions (cross-cultural ministry)

9. Music

10. Philanthropy

11. Worship-leading

V. Closing statements

A. A Special Gift Is Given to Each Believer

Every single believer is to have at least one manifestation of the Spirit functioning in his or 
her life. (See 1 Peter 4 :10.) The Lord will identify the gifts and ministries He is giving.

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one 
is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another proph-
ecy, and to another the distinguishing [“discerning” NKJV] of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same 
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.   
 (1 Corinthians 12:7–11)

B. Don’t Be Ignorant About Your Spiritual Gifts—Learn About Them

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant…. There are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same 
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Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in 
all.  (1 Corinthians 12:1, 4 –6 NKJV)

As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God.  (1 Peter 4 :10)

C. Do Not Neglect Your Spiritual Gifts

“Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance 
with the laying on of hands by the presbytery” (1 Timothy 4 :14 ). Instead of neglecting your spiritual 
gifts, stir them up—fan them into flame—for the glory of God. “Therefore I remind you to stir up 
the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1:6 NKJV).

D. Desire the Gifts of the Holy Spirit

In 1 Corinthians 12:31, Paul wrote, “But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a 
still more excellent way.” Then he went on to extol the supremacy of love in his famous Love 
Chapter, 1 Corinthians 13. He closed out his discussion of the relationship between spiritual 
gifts and love by mentioning the importance of pursuing love along with the spiritual gifts: 
“Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts” (1 Corinthians 14 :1).

E. Gifts Are Not Given Only to Be Taken Away

Once God gives a gift, He will not withdraw or recall it. “For the gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable” (Romans 11:29 NKJV).

F. The Art of Risk-Taking

The gifts are best developed in a climate that endorses “risk-taking and willingness to fail,” 
as John Wimber said. People learn best from a model (such as a spiritual mentor) because they 
can see and/or hear the gift in operation, and then try it. Then they can think about it and try 
it again. Eventually, they will “be it” and “do it” for the rest of their lives.

G. The Spirit Is Ready to Release God’s Gifts

Since the beginning of time, the Holy Spirit has desired to find people through whom He 
can manifest Himself. At the time of creation, He “hovered” like a hen over her baby chicks. 
(See Genesis 1:2.) After the Exodus, Moses said, “Would that all the LORD’s people were proph-
ets” (Numbers 11:29).

The prophet Joel foretold of a day when prophecy, dreams, and visions from God would 
become widespread:

And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 
My Spirit in those days.  (Joel 2:28–29 NKJV)
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After Jesus came to earth and the Spirit was given to the church, Peter announced that the 
day prophesied by Joel had arrived.

Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and 
all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. For these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was 
spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that 
I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My men-
servants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they 
shall prophesy.… And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD 
shall be saved.’”  (Acts 2:14 –18, 21 NKJV)

Today, we are still living in that day, and God is ministering His gifts to those who will 
receive them and release them to benefit the church and to raise a dying world to true life.
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Questions for Reflection

Lesson One:  
What Are the Spiritual Gifts?

(Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide.)

Fill in the Blanks

1.  In your own words, define the term “spiritual gifts”:

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

2.  List three purposes of the gifts of the Spirit:

(a)  __________________________________________________________________

(b)  __________________________________________________________________

(c)  __________________________________________________________________

3. Name three ways the gifts of the Spirit are received:

(a)  __________________________________________________________________

(b)  __________________________________________________________________

(c)  __________________________________________________________________
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Multiple Choice—Choose the best answer from the list below:

A—good works

B—manifestation

C—love

D—spiritual gifts

4 .  “To each one is given the _____________ of the Spirit for the common good”  
(1 Corinthians 12:7).

5.  “Even so you, since you are zealous for _____________, let it be for the edification of the 
church that you seek to excel” (1 Corinthians 14 :12 NKJV).

True or False

6.  Supernatural gifts are needed to reap the great harvest of  
souls prior to the coming of the Lord.    T / F

7.  The gifts are the expression of God’s power.   T / F

8.  The motive for using the gifts should be to build a ministry. T / F

Scripture Memorization

Write out 1 Corinthians 12:7, 11 and memorize these verses. The following is from the New 
American Standard Bible; choose a different version if you prefer:

To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.… But one 
and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as 
He wills.
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