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What Others Are Saying 

I have known this man for many years and his life with God has impacted 
mine. James moves in a high realm of revelation but writes in a very down-to-
earth and practical way about hearing God’s voice. This foundational study 
guide will change your life and equip you to help others in their walk with God.  
 

Dr. Ché Ahn 
Author, How to Pray for Healing and Hosting the Holy Spirit 

Founder of H Rock Church and Harvest International Ministries 
Pasadena, California 

 
 
Some years ago, when we were looking for a prophetic voice to bring to the 
Nashville, TN area to help us learn to listen for God, we called James Goll. We 
were not disappointed with his easy-to-apply guidelines for following hard after 
the voice of God. Hearing and Obeying God’s Voice is exactly what the title 
indicates – an easy-to-read, easy-to-apply guide to listening to God and 
discerning how God is speaking to you. I find that it also has good reminders 
for those of us who have been listening for a while. 
 

Dr. Don Finto 
Founder of Caleb Company 

Author, Your People Shall Be My People 
 
 
Imagine if you heard God’s voice with confident clarity. You would never again 
make a bad decision, choose a wrong relationship or question your next move. 
Don’t spend another day confused about God’s voice or guidance, or traipse 
from conference to conference in hopes of a hearing impartation! James Goll’s 
Hearing and Obeying God’s Voice Study Guide is like a graduate level course in 
recognizing God’s voice, but the only prerequisite you need is childlike faith! 
  

Laura Harris Smith, C.N.C., 
Co-Pastor of East Gate Creative Christian Fellowship 

Author of Seeing the Voice of God and The 30-Day Faith Detox 
 
  



 

 

James Goll has lived life for many years filled with the experience of hearing 
God’s voice. All of us have much we can learn from him and this study guide 
and with its corresponding book gives all of us tips from one who knows.  
 

John Arnott 
Founding Leader, Catch the Fire 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 
 
After observing James Goll in ministry, it would be extremely easy to conclude 
that he has reached an unattainable dimension of clarity in hearing from God, 
and that he is a one-of-a-kind modern-day Elijah. James decided not to let the 
Body of Christ off the hook so easily. This study guide and the accompanying 
book have been written with every believer in mind. It demystifies the process 
of hearing from God and invites the reader into a deeper relationship with the 
Lord. Hearing and Obeying God’s Voice covers theological and devotional 
approaches to hearing from God in a disarmingly simple but profound 
perspective. Get ready for a life-changing experience. 
 

Harry R. Jackson, Jr. 
Senior Pastor, Hope Christian Church 

Washington, D.C. 
 
 
If you have ever longed to hear God in a clearer way, Hearing and Obeying 
God’s Voice is for you. James Goll has long had an intimate relationship with 
God and knows how to communicate well what God has taught him. This study 
guide and book guide you in practical and biblical ways in learning how to 
listen more closely. If you are willing, you can move from a hard-to-receive 
(HTR) position to one he calls ETR – easy-to-receive. Fresh insights he shares 
from recent experiences will make us desire to listen more closely for the voice 
of the Holy Spirit with attentive and expectant hearts. Thanks, James, for 
additional training resources! 
 

Quin Sherrer 
Author, Women’s Guide to Spiritual Warfare and many other titles 
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Foreword 
by Mickey Robinson 

Writing the foreword to this study guide is both an honor and a challenge 
because of my personal experience and very close relationship with the author. 
My wife Barbara and I met James and his wife and family at least 25 years ago. 
Not only have we worked together intensely, our families have been very close 
personally. It is an honor because this study guide represents some of the most 
important foundational tools in being a true follower/disciple of Jesus Christ 
the Messiah. It is a challenge because I wish I wrote this manual and will have 
to resist the temptation not to preach in writing this foreword! 
 
Hearing the voice of God is NOT a specialty gift, an optional characteristic, or a 
designated attribute to a certain denomination of believers. It is a defining, 
actively ongoing dynamic in the personal relationship with the Lord of the 
universe. It is a lifelong journey learning to hear, interpret, discern, and most 
importantly, to simply obey the Voice of the Shepherd. “My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” John10:27. This colossal verse of 
Scripture precedes the promise of eternal life and the vigilance of the Lord 
being a good shepherd that will not allow anyone to snatch His followers out of 
His hand. 
 
James is a masterful teacher on this essential aspect of communion with God. 
He is an authentic teacher because he actually lives this way: simply listening, 
discerning, and obeying what he hears the Lord saying. 
 
Jesus strongly addressed these truths to his disciples in the parable of the 
sower in Mark, 4. The first word He said at this encounter was “Listen” or in 
the King James version, “Hearken.” He was sharing before a large crowd of 
people so vast that He had to get in a boat to create space between Him and 
the multitude. After He finished the parable He said, “He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear!”  
 
Then they all left, except those who were truly following Him. Once when they 
were alone with him, He told them, “to you it has been given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in 
parables…” Jesus then said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? 
How then will you understand all the parables?” In other words, He was saying, 
“If you don't get this one you won't get any of them.” It is clear to me that this 
parable is about the ability to perceive the revelation of the word of God or 
“Hearing the Voice of God.” 
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These 12 lessons present concise tools on how each of us can fine-tune our 
hearing and applying the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Each of us must 
personally know how to implement spiritual things into practical living. Jesus 
sums up his Sermon on the Mount discourse (Matthew 5-7) saying, “Therefore, 
whoever HEARS these sayings of mine and does them, I will liken him to a wise 
man who built his house on the rock…” He continues to elaborate that when a 
storm comes the house will STAND and storms do come. 
 
It is never too late to seek to live by the Word of the Lord both written and 
spoken. He is merciful in spite of our well-meaning but failed attempts to obey 
Him in our own strength. He wants us to desire to seek His voice, and as we do 
He is ready to grant us the grace to obey Him. 
 
As one wise father of the faith said recently, “God doesn't hide things from us, 
He hides things for us.” In your hand is a refined, practical manual of how you 
can hear His Voice and walk in His grace. This is not something James Goll 
learned at a school or from somebody else. It is more than four decades of full-
time ministry and the personal pilgrimage of a modern-day mystic who is one 
of my very closest companions. 
 
In closing, Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show 
you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” As you put into practice 
the principles laid out in this study guide, I believe these words will come to 
pass for you.  
 
Great job, James! This manual is for everyone. 
 
With Honor,  
 
Mickey Robinson, 
Co-Founder of Prophetic Destiny International 
International Speaker, Author and a Real Friend 
 
 



 

 

Preface 
by James W. Goll 

God still speaks today! Are you listening? What are you hearing? Is your faith 
growing as a result of your interpersonal communion with God? While we agree 
that the canon of scripture is closed, we also believe that Jesus Christ is the 
same, yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). What He did before He 
continues to do. God has spoken, God speaks and God’s promises to continue 
to speak to us.  
 
One of the on-going activities of the Holy Spirit is listening and then 
communicating. The Holy Spirit speaks to us what He hears. “But when He, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on 
His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to 
you what is to come.” (John 16:13)  
 
One of the most overlooked ministries of the Holy Spirit is that of listening. He 
listens before He speaks. We need to take some lessons from the nature and 
character of the Holy Spirit! 
 
The Ever Proceeding Word 
 
Let’s take a quick look at this Old Testament verse quoted by Jesus in the New 
Testament. It is essential to grasp the first half of the verse in order to receive 
the promise stated in the second half.  
 

“He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna 
which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might 
make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man 
lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.”  

(Deuteronomy 8:3) 
 
Look at these progressive steps: first comes humility; second comes hunger; 
third is being fed fresh manna; and finally, you are made to understand. 
Spiritual hunger seems to be paramount. Are you hungry for God and His ever-
proceeding word? It is the hungry that are fed things, which they formerly 
knew nothing about. There are always new things to learn from God. There are 
always new things in God’s heart He wants to share with His people.  
 
Satan himself confronted Jesus and He overcame the devil by declaring the 
written word of God. Matthew 4:4 states, “But He [Jesus] answered and said, “It 
is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of God.”’ 
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This is why I composed this practical study guide with 12 lessons to 
accompany my book, Hearing God’s Voice Today. I want to give you some 
vintage materials and personal tips that have been given to me. Oh how I love 
His voice! How about you? 
 
Blessings to You in Christ Jesus! 
 
Dr. James W. Goll 
 



 

 

Lesson One: 
As It Was in the Beginning 

 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 
John 10:27 

 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the 

door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.” 
Revelation 3:20 

 

I. IT TAKES TWO TO COMMUNICATE 

A. Does God Really Speak Today?  
Will He speak personally to me? If I listen, will He speak in such a 
manner that even I can understand? As we go on this journey 
together in this study guide, we are going to discover that the answer 
is YES! And, believe it or not, God Himself wants all of us to hear 
what He is saying–more than any of us do! But we must remember 
that all communication requires two–not just one.  
 
Because God is our Creator, the One who formed us, we have an 
inner longing to hear and know the voice of our Creator. The opening 
chapter to my book Hearing God’s Voice Today says: “He didn’t make 
us to be mechanical robots that just march around doing 
preordained things. Our Father God created us to have fellowship 
with Him. It is our birthright to have an actual relationship with our 
God.”1 And that relationship requires communication.  

B. Communication with God Goes Two Ways  
 

1. Talking to Him 
2. Listening to Him When He talks to Us 

 
To have good communication, we must learn how and when to 
speak up and how and when to push the pause button in order 
to listen. Fellowship is not a one-way road. It takes two! Both 
parties–in one another’s presence–sharing attentively in back 
and forth dialogue together. “Available” is God’s middle name. 
He is just aching to spend time each of us. He yearns to hear 
from us. He wants us to know how attentive He is. 
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C. What Others Have to Say  
 

1. Mark Virkler, author and leader of Christian Leadership 
University states, “The voice of God, I’ve discovered, is Spirit-to-
spirit communication, the Holy Spirit speaking directly to 
my spirit.”2 

2. Dutch Sheets, author, intercessor and statesman has stated, 
“What topic could possibly deserve more of our attention than 
listening to God? When the source of all life and wisdom speaks, 
those who would be wise listen. The foolish either don’t care to 
or don’t learn how. The fruit of both is the same: destructive 
ignorance.”3 

 

II. HOW IT BEGAN WITH ME  

A. Influences in My Early Years 
Jesus was always right there with me as my close friend. 

B. College Years and the Collision with the Jesus People 
My quest led me into divine collision with a group of people with 
whom I had little in common–the Jesus People. I eventually got filled 
with the Holy Spirit and released into His gifts. I was 
absolutely transformed.  

C. Suddenly Life Was Different 
I began to experience Knowings, Hunches, Burdens, Desires, 
Impressions–I had been given a Hearing Aid!  
 

III. A DESIRE FOR DISCERNMENT 

A. A Revelation from John 10:27 & Revelation 3:20 
The place to begin is always the Word of God! 

B. My Encounter at the Episcopal Church 
I knelt in prayer and simply said, “Lord, I ask that You enroll me in 
Your School of the Spirit. Teach me not only how to hear, but also 
how to discern Your voice from the voice of the stranger and all the 
other voices that contend for my attention. Please do this so that I 
can truly follow You.” 

C. The Book of Godly Desires 
What is being written in your book? 
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IV. LESSONS FROM THE ORIGINAL COUPLE 

A. A Glance at the Book of Beginnings 
A good starting place in our personal School of the Spirit is the lesson 
we can learn from the original couple, Adam and Eve, as recorded in 
Genesis 3. After they tasted the forbidden fruit, God came looking for 
fellowship with Adam and Eve–to walk and talk with them (as He 
does with you and me). 

B. Here’s the Good News 
God is searching for us. He is drawing near–whether we want Him to 
or not! 

 

V. LESSONS FROM THE PIONEERS OF FAITH 
Many pilgrims of the faith have walked the path of communicating with 
God before us. We can look to them and learn both from their failures and 
their successes. 

A. A Glance into the Life of Abraham 
This man heard impossible promises from God, things that would 
require God’s presence for their fulfillment. Abraham had to feel 
rather desperate and dependent, don’t you think? God required much 
of Abraham, stepping in only when His intervention was needed! 

B. The Big Test Came! 
God spoke to Abraham to take his son and offer him as a sacrifice on 
Mount Moriah. (See Genesis 22:1-2.) What a test! But Abraham 
obeyed, and what an outcome! 

C. The Grace of Yielding 
We must each learn to walk as pilgrims of faith holding onto nothing 
and giving all to Him in every season.  

D. The Friend of God 
Abraham was called the friend of God (see 2 Chronicles 20:7). I, too, 
want to be a friend of God. In fact, that is what I think hearing God’s 
voice is all about. 
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VI. WE EACH HAVE A DESPERATE NEED 

A. Joining with the Cry of Others  
Abraham, Moses, Mary and Paul were only ordinary people like us. 
Every person ever created has a need and a deep longing to hear their 
Creator’s voice. Each person can talk to God, and they can hear Him, 
too. Each person is created with the need to be continuously 
dependent on His voice.  

B. How Desperate Are You? 
I think of the words of an old hymn: “I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; 
every hour I need Thee.”4 

 

VII. YOU CAN START NOW! CLOSING INVITATIONAL PRAYER 
Dear Lord, I want to hear Your voice and learn Your ways. Be my teacher 
and guide. Enroll me in the School of the Spirit, and teach me to hear Your 
voice. Write down my name! I want to know You, to be a disciple of Christ 
Jesus, and to have sweet communion with You. I want to hear You, have 
more faith, and obey what You tell me. Help, Lord, for Your servant wants 
to listen. Amen. 

 



 

 

Reflection Questions 
Lesson One: As It Was in the Beginning 

Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide. 

Fill in the Blank 

1. List two ways communication with God takes place: 

a. __________________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________ with God is not a one-way road.  It takes two! 

3. When the source of all life and wisdom speaks, those who would be wise 

are those who _________________. 

 

Multiple Choice — Choose the best answer from the list below: 
 A. Dedication   C. Blessing 

 B. Discernment  D. Fellowship 

4. When you have a desire for ____________________, or to know things you 

cannot know on your own, the best place to begin is the Word of God.  

5. In the book of Genesis, Chapter 3, we find an interaction that the original 

couple, Adam and Eve, had with God called ________________________. 

 

Continued on the next page. 
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True or False 

6. God is drawing near to us, whether we want Him to or not. ________ 

7. God spoke to Abraham to offer his son on Mount Sinai. ________ 

8. Abraham was called an obedient servant of God. ________ 

 

Scripture Memorization 

9. Write out 2 Chronicles 20:7 and memorize it. 
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