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Classes and Other Resources 

The following Angelic Encounters Today study guide is great for individual 
study in your own home, with a small group, or in a classroom setting. It also 
serves as part of a class by the same title at God Encounters Ministries, with 
its corresponding book, Angelic Encounters and 12 Sessions taught by James 
W. & Michal Ann Goll. Visit www.GodEncounters.com for more information 
about this and many other life-changing classes.  
 
At the end of each detailed lesson are simple questions for your reflection and 
review. In the back of this study guide, you will find the answers to these 
questions to aid in your learning.  
 
James W. Goll has many other resources available. They may be purchased at 
www.GodEncounters.com or by calling 1-877-200-1604. For more information, 
visit our website or email info@godencounters.com.   
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Preface: We Are Not Alone! 

I remember so clearly several years ago when I was given a dream from the 
Lord where I was sitting with various leaders at a “round table” discussion. The 
question arose, “Who would do a study on angels and their ministry and 
function today?” Everyone looked at each another and all seemed to indicate 
that it was not their assignment. In the dream, I was the last to speak. I 
sheepishly raised my hand and stated, “I will do it!” 
 
So off I went and I studied through the 300 scriptures in the Bible on angels. 
This was the early 1990s. When I dove into this subject, I realized that when I 
had pastored in the 1980s I had done a similar personal study at that time. So 
this was now going to be my second time researching this subject. I read the 
scriptures; I read all the major books that were written at the time; I did 
interviews with people who had experiences angelic encounters; and I sought 
the Lord in prayer. 
 
Little did I know that this was all Holy Ghost prep work as a few months later 
on the following Day of Atonement our home was invaded with His amazing 
angelic presence. Oh my! Indeed those nine weeks of visitation changed Michal 
Ann’s and my life forever. 
 
Then, another decade later, I felt directed to study this subject all over again. I 
got out my Bible and concordance and read the familiar passages. But this 
time I widened my lens a bit more and gleaned from some of the newer 
materials that had come out in recent years. Oh what treasures I found! Oh 
what desire stirred within my being! For the third time in thirty years, I gave 
myself to study to show myself approved.  
 
I want to experience His supernatural ways! That’s what this study guide, the 
corresponding book and the GET eSchool class set are all about. Want to see, 
feel, hear and know the angelic dimensions? Do you want heaven to come 
down to earth? Then study right along with me. These materials have been 
prepared for those who hunger and thirst to know their Lord in a more intimate 
manner! Come along with me and together we will grow in grace and truth! 
 
 
James W. Goll 
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Lesson One: 
Jacob’s Ladder Keeps Coming Down 

 

I. IT HAPPENED BEFORE – IT CAN HAPPEN AGAIN! 

A. Opening Thoughts from the Life of Jacob  
Who could have imagined? Heaven opening up? Angelic messengers 
coming down for an earthly visit? Promises spoken and revealed. 
Consider the life of Jacob.  
 
Jacob was destined to be the father of the twelve great tribes of Israel. 
This young man definitely began with serious character flaws as he 
conspired with his mother, cheated his older brother, and even 
deceived his ailing father. Now we find him on the run – like a fugitive 
fleeing from home, from the God of his fathers, and from his own true 
calling, destiny and identity.  
 
On the run from Beersheba to Haran, twelve miles north of 
Jerusalem, Jacob stopped over for a night. There he found a hard 
rock for a pillow and seemingly sank quickly into a deep sleep. 
Imagine the scene – by the grace of God, he began to dream. Now 
going to sleep in that disturbed condition, what he might have 
received was a nightmarish dream full of guilty and anxious 
emotions. Yes, the kind of dream from which you wake up exhausted 
and filled with dread and fear. God would even have been just to have 
given Jacob a message in this dream full of stern admonitions on 
honesty and truthfulness warning him of the certain penalty due to 
the enormity of his sins.  
 
Instead, a gracious God gave Jacob a glimpse of heaven coming down 
to earth. Heaven indeed opened for this former deceiver, and a ladder 
with God’s own brilliant illumination stretched forth from heaven to 
earth and back again. And there were angels! Yes, angels without 
number ascending and descending as God stood at the top of the 
ladder, smiled and looked on.  
 
Have you ever beheld the beauty realm of God that caught your 
breath away or brought tears to your eyes? By grace and calling, 
Jacob beheld the transcendent beauty of God. And he experienced 
the angels of heaven in an earthly dimension. 
Ponder, reflect, muse with me… If God, who is the same yesterday, 
today and forever, showed Himself approachable and available in the 
life of Jacob, don’t you think this faithful God will reveal Himself to 
His people today? What happened before – can happen again! 
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B. Gen 28:10-17 – Scriptures from the Life of Jacob  
Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran. He 
came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had 
set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his 
head, and lay down in that place. He had a dream, and behold, a 
ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and 
behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And 
behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of 
your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I 
will give it to you and to your descendants. “Your descendants will 
also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west 
and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in 
your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” 
Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 
said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” He was 
afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”  

C. From Matthew Henry’s Commentary1 
Angels are employed as ministering spirits, to serve all the purposes 
and designs of Providence, and the wisdom of God is at the upper end 
of the ladder, directing all the motions of second causes to the glory 
of the first Cause. The angels are active spirits, continually ascending 
and descending; they rest not, day or night, from service, according 
to the posts assigned them. They ascend, to give account of what they 
have done, and to receive orders; and then descend, to execute the 
orders they have received. Thus we should always abound in the 
work of the Lord, that we may do it as the angels do it, Ps 103:20-21. 
This vision gave very seasonable comfort to Jacob, letting him know 
that he had both a good guide and a good guard, in his going out and 
coming in, that, though he was made to wander from his father’s 
house, yet still he was the care of a kind Providence, and the charge 
of the holy angels. Jacob was now the type and representative of the 
whole church, with the guardianship of which the angels 
are entrusted. 

 
1. God’s manifestations of Himself to His people carry their own 

evidence along with them. God can give undeniable 
demonstrations of His presence, such as give abundant 
satisfaction to the souls of the faithful that God is with them of a 
truth, satisfaction not communicable to others, but convincing 
to themselves. 

 



Angelic Encounters Today 
Lesson One: Jacob’s Ladder Keeps Coming Down 

15 

2. We sometimes meet with God where we little thought of meeting 
with Him. He is where we did not think He had been, is found 
where we asked not for him. No place excludes divine visits (Gen 
16:13, here also); wherever we are, in the city or in the desert, in 
the house or in the field, in the shop or in the street, we may 
keep up our intercourse with Heaven if it be not our own fault. 

 
3. Note: The more we see of God the more cause we see for holy 

trembling and blushing before Him. Those to whom God is 
pleased to manifest Himself are thereby laid and kept very low in 
their own eyes, and see cause to fear even the Lord and his 
goodness, Hos 3:5. He said, “The appearance of God in this place 
is never to be thought of, but with a holy awe and reverence. I 
shall have a respect for this place, and remember it by this token, 
as long as I live:” not that he thought the place itself any nearer 
the divine visions than other places; but what He saw there at 
this time was, as it were, the house of God, the residence of the 
divine Majesty, and the gate of heaven, that is, the general 
rendezvous of the inhabitants of the upper world, as the 
meetings of a city were in their gates; or the angels ascending 
and descending were like travelers passing and re-passing 
through the gates of a city.  

 
Yes, what God has done before, He does again!  
 
And the ladder keeps coming down! 

 

II. OUR SON JUSTIN AND THE ANGELS  
 

In February, 1991, at the age of seven years old, Justin Goll, our oldest 
son received a heavenly visitation. As clouds enveloped his room, and four 
unusual creatures surrounded the throne of heaven, a ladder descended 
in his bedroom as angels with heaven’s fire manifested in his room. The 
last angel left a piece of stationery on Justin’s dresser with a special word, 
for me, his father.  
 
And the ladder keeps coming down. 

III. ANGELS VISIT THE ORPHANS IN CHINA 
 

Such occurrences of angelic encounters have happened throughout the 
pages of past and current Church history in many lands and nations.  
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H. A. Baker, grandfather of Rolland Baker of Iris Ministries in Mozambique 
Africa today, reports of a visitation that took place in their missionary 
journey at an orphanage in Kunming, China.  
 
The children who lived at Adullam Home were mostly boys aged six to 
about eighteen who had been uneducated and wild, who had learned to 
survive on the streets. At the Home, they were introduced to the Bible and 
taught to live in a new way. But that’s not all. Heaven came to earth, the 
children were often transported to the heavenly city to be entertained by 
angels, and their earthly caretakers were taken by as much delighted 
surprise as the children were. The children discovered the meaning of the 
Scripture, but you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the 
city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of 
angels in joyful assembly (Heb. 12:22, NIV). 
 
Baker relates: “These happy angels were not only at the gates, they were 
everywhere. They were always ready to escort the children wherever they 
wanted to go.... Often in these experiences with the angels our children 
were given harps and taught to play them and sing as the angels did. They 
were also taught how to blow the trumpets, as well as much more about 
the music and language of heaven.”2 
 
As the Bakers watched, the children, who were swept up into the angelic 
realm, acted out with their bodies what they were experiencing with their 
spirits in heaven. The following testimony is an excerpt from the classic 
book Visions beyond the Veil.   

 
“When we saw the children, with closed eyes, all dancing around the 
room in rhythm, we discovered that in their vision they were dancing 
with the angels in heaven and keeping time with the heavenly music. 
When we saw them apparently blowing a trumpet or going through 
the motions of playing a harp, we found that in the vision they were 
joining the heavenly orchestra praising the King. We could not see 
the heavenly harps or trumpets; we could not see the angels’ joyful 
dance or hear their song; we could only hear the children singing 
heavenly songs. It was a daily occurrence to find a child, lying 
comfortably on some pine needles in a corner on his own, going 
through the motions of playing a harp. Going up to him, we could 
hear him singing a new song we had never taught him.  
“As we got nearer still, we would discover that the words were as 
strange to us as the tune. The singer was singing in the heavenly 
choir. His song was the song the angels taught him. The words of the 
song must have been in the language of angels. Seeing the children 
singing in this heavenly angelic choir was unforgettable.” 3 

 
And the ladder keeps coming down! 



Angelic Encounters Today 
Lesson One: Jacob’s Ladder Keeps Coming Down 

17 

IV. EVALD RUFFY’S EXPERIENCE IN CZECH REPUBLIC4 
 
In 1991, Evald was a pastor in the city of Libreac, of what was then 
named as Czechoslovakia. He had a heart attack while ministering in 
Sweden. During his recovery in a hospital in Sweden, he was released by 
the Holy Spirit to a “vacation or visitation to Heaven” for three days. 
During this time he had experiences where he saw angelic intervention as 
a result of man’s intercession. 
 
While Evald hovered on the edge of eternity, his associate pastor named 
Peter continued to pray for him. Then on the third day as Peter’s tears fell 
upon Evald’s bedridden body, Evald suddenly became aware that his work 
on earth was not yet complete, and that he needed to return in order to 
complete the will of God for his life. In a moment, Evald found his spirit 
soaring through the heavens and then hitting his body in the bed. Evald 
was instantly healed and the doctors declared it a miracle. 
 
And the ladder keeps on coming down! 

 

V. WE ARE NOT ALONE! 
 
We are not alone. We have a lot more angelic company that we realize 
most of the time. Having just a glimpse of the angelic host shows us that 
we are not alone. Over the centuries, people have wondered how many 
angels must exist. Of course, there is no firm answer to this question, any 
more than there is a firm answer to how many stars are in the sky, how 
many grains of sand are on the seashores of the world, or even how many 
human beings have ever existed on planet Earth.  
 
Before the throne of God, the prophet Daniel saw thousands upon 
thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him 
(Dan. 7:10, NIV). That’s not a definite number. It’s just a wild estimation 
of the myriads and multitudes of angels Daniel saw in his vision. Isaiah 
saw seraphs around the throne (Isaiah 6:1-3). The apostle John looked 
and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders (Rev. 5:11, NIV). 
 
You will find angels at work throughout both the Old and New 
Testaments; more than three hundred times, angels are mentioned or 
referenced. They are everywhere, uncountable myriads of them. 
 
We are not alone. When we pray, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, we are welcoming heaven’s hosts to come and join 
us, aid us, strengthen us. They’re ready to come.  
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So we pray, “Lord, we welcome Your angels, Your messengers. We welcome 
them however they may come. We need help from heaven. We call forth 
once again for Jacob’s ladder to come down to our earth realm, in the Name 
of Jesus.  Amen.” 
 
 
 



 

19 

Reflection Questions 
Lesson One: Jacob’s Ladder Keeps Coming Down 

 
Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide.  
 
Fill in the Blank 
1. What God has done ________________ He will do ___________________. 

2. Angels are employed as ministering ____________________, to serve all the 

purposes and ___________________ of Providence. 

3. Angelic encounters have happened throughout the pages of _______________ 

and __________________ Church history in many ___________________. 

 
Multiple Choice – Choose the best answer from the list below: 
 A. Daniel C. 300 

 B. Isaiah D. 100 

 

4. __________________ saw that “thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten 

thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.” 

5.  You will find angels at work throughout both the Old and New Testaments; 

more than ____________ times, angels are mentioned or referenced. 

 
True or False 
6.  Jacob was chosen to be the father of the 12 tribes of Israel because he 

demonstrated strong character growing up. ________ 

7.  If God showed Himself approachable and available in the life of Jacob, He 

will reveal Himself to His people today. ________ 

8.  We have a lot more angelic company that we realize most of the time. 

________ 

 
Continued on the next page.  
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Scripture Memorization 
9.  Write out and memorize Hebrews 12:22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What was the primary point you learned from this lesson? 
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