
What does the Law on Regulation
and Residence on Easter Island do?
It regulates the exercise of the rights to live, stay 
and move to and from Easter Island.

Yes, they must comply with all the rules on entry of foreigners into Chile, 
as contained in Decree Law No. 1,094 of 1975, from the Ministry of the 
Interior, but in addition, they must meet the special requirements for 
entry into the territory of Easter Island.

Must foreigners wishing to get to Easter Island comply with the 
same rules as if getting to another place in Chile?

Non-Rapa Nui Chilean people who enter Easter Island must comply with 
the special requirements regarding stay as applicable to that territory.

No, those who belong to the Rapa Nui people shall not be subject to the 
limitations established in these regulations.

Do those who belong to the Rapa Nui people and live somewhere 
else also have the same restriction?

Chilean visitors (non-Rapa Nui) and foreigners can stay for a maximum 
period of 30 calendar days.

How long can tourists stay on Easter Island?

What happens to Chilean people?



Identity card, passport or other accepted travel document, round 
trip tickets and hotel reservation, accommodation or invitation 
from a resident.
Air or sea transport companies must give the list of passengers and crew 
to the Chilean Investigative Police and to the provincial presidential 
delegation.

What documents are required for entry?

The father or mother of a person belonging to the Rapa Nui people. 
His/her spouse, civil partner or common-law-couple, children, parents and 
other ascendants and those who are subject to their personal care can 
also stay in the special territory.

Public officials, hired by the State or by companies that work for the 
State, or members of the Judiciary who perform duties on the island. 
These people can stay with their families.

Candidates and pre-candidates for a position of popular election in 
that territory and elected authorities for the duration of their office.

Who can stay more than 30 days?

Due to force majeure or an Act of God, stay may be extended for such 
time as may be necessary, which extension should also apply to that 
person’s companions, if necessary. The request for extension shall be 
evaluated and resolved by the provincial presidential delegation of Easter 
Island. Extension granted to a person must be applicable to the children 
and teenagers who have entered under his/her care. If any child or 
teenager is affected by any event of force majeure or Act of God, his/her 
parents, legal representative or those in charge of his/her custody will be 
granted an extension.

What exceptions are established?



Researchers who are developing a study on Easter Island and who have 
the support or sponsorship of a higher education institution in the 
country or the National Scientific and Technological Research 
Commission.

Workers under contract during the term of their contract and those 
who perform an independent business activity, along with their 
families.

Employers must pay the return tickets to those who no longer perform 
duties on the island territory.

Violations of the rule 

Less serious violations and serious violations are defined as follows:

Less serious violations are committed by:
a. Sea or air transport companies failing to inform in due time the list 
of passengers or crew, or providing inaccurate or incomplete 
information.

b. Sea or air transport companies failing to inform the authority about 
the non-boarding of a passenger that should have boarded.

c. Those who fail to timely comply with the obligations to inform about 
the end of the conditions that allow them to stay longer on the island.

d. An employer who fails to comply with the obligation to inform about 
the termination of a work relationship with a visitor. 

What conducts are considered violations of the rule?



Serious violations are committed by:
a. Sea or air transport companies that, during the state of saturation, 
sell tickets for periods longer than as established.

b. People who enter the territory in breach of the legal requirements or 
who remain longer than as authorized, unless their stay is due to the 
fault of the transport company.

c. People who stay longer than allowed if they no longer meet the 
conditions that permit to extend their stay, except that the employer 
fails to pay for the return ticket.

d. The employer or worker who enters into an employment contract 
within the period of latency or saturation, in violation of law.

e. The employer who fails to meet his/her obligation to pay for the 
return ticket for the worker and his/her family.

f. Those who draw up and/or provide fake or adulterated 
documentation, or enter into a contract or purport a de facto situation 
with the purpose of circumventing the provisions of law.

For less serious conducts, fines of 5 UTM are established.  Except for 
transport companies, which will be subject to a fine of 10 UTM for each 
passenger not included on the list of travelers.
For serious violations, the sanction can reach 50 UTM per passenger in 
case of ticket sales in the saturation period. The sanction of abandonment 
of the territory is also contemplated.
Those who remain on the island without authorization receive a fine of 3 
to 10 UTM per day.
 

What are the sanctions?



The sanction of abandonment is the well-grounded order of departure 
from the territory. If this is not done within five days, expulsion is then 
applicable.
The sanction of prohibition of entry is a prohibition to re-enter Easter 
Island for a period that may not be less than one year nor more than three 
years, as ordered by the authority through a well-grounded resolution.

What are the sanctions of abandonment and expulsion?

The Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications may decree measures 
restricting circulation of motor vehicles, with the exception of emergency 
vehicles. These restrictions may only be decreed and extended during the 
validity of the latency or saturation states.

Can there be restriction to the use of vehicles on the island?

Demographic Load 

It is a supreme decree issued by the Ministry of the Interior and Public 
Security, also signed by the Ministry of the Environment. The document 
must establish the demographic load capacity of the island territory. That 
means determining the maximum population that Easter Island can 
have so that its services do not collapse and the lives of its 
inhabitants are not adversely affected.

The decree that establishes the demographic load capacity is published in 
the Official Gazette and must be issued every six years.

What is the decree that establishes the demographic load capacity?

The Ministry of the Interior and Public Security must carry out a 
What is the study on the management of demographic load capacity?



management study of the demographic capacity every five years, which 
may be drawn up along with other bodies of the State Administration. In 
the preparation of said study, the local capacities existing in the territory 
of Easter Island must be considered.
This instrument should establish a formula for calculating the 
demographic load capacity.

The presidential delegation shall be responsible for monitoring and 
keeping updated a record of inflow and outflow of people. Such 
information must be sent every two months to the Easter Island 
municipality, the Demographic Load Management Council, the 
Development Commission of Easter Island and to any other authority to 
be deemed appropriate.

What organization is responsible for monitoring the demographic 
load capacity?

It occurs when the demographic load increases to a level defined in the 
respective decree.

What is the declaration of latency?

It prevents Chilean (non-Rapa Nui) and foreign visitors from signing 
employment contracts or conducting business activities. Fixed-term 
workers must leave the territory (except those contracted by the State or 
state companies).
The parents and children of legal age of the spouse, civil partner or 
common-law-couple of a person belonging to the Rapa Nui people who 
enter the Easter Island territory once latency has been declared may not 
remain for more than 30 days, unless there is a relationship of proven 
dependence.

What are the effects of latency?



Saturation is declared when it is noticed that the demographic load 
capacity set for such purpose in the respective decree has been exceeded. 
The saturation level is higher than the latency level. The state of 
saturation, declared by the Ministry of the Interior and Public Security, 
will have a validity of one year extendable successively as long as the 
circumstances that warrant it exist.

What is the saturation declaration?

To reduce to a maximum of thirty days the deadline to leave the territory 
of those who lose the status of spouses or partners of islanders, who no 
longer have a work relationship with the island and researchers when they 
finish their work.

What are the effects of saturation?

Upon declaration of the state of saturation, sea or air passenger transport 
companies must adapt the offer of their service in such a way that the 
stay of users on Easter Island does not exceed the time set by the decree.

What should transport companies do upon the saturation state?

The purpose of the Demographic Load Management Council is to 
collaborate with the responsible bodies in matters related to the 
residence and stay of people on Easter Island and their transfer to it.

The Council will consist of the mayor of Easter Island, the six elected 
members of the Easter Island Development Commission, one of whom 
will be the chair of the Council of Elders, and three representatives of the 
Easter Island people.

What does the Demographic Load Management Council do?




