
The development of our modern interstate
system allowed residents to commute from

suburban homes, making metro areas
centers for production and innovation.

COMMUTERS 
    & CONNECTIONS

Strengthening Ties Across the 
Southeast Louisiana Super Region

In a globalized economy, regional
collaboration is key to being a successful 
competitor

Throughout history, cities across the globe 
were born along important trade routes, 
which later evolved into centers of 
production and innovation.

In Southeast Louisiana, the
three metros of New Orleans,
Baton Rouge, and Houma-
Thibodaux form a Super Region.

Now, economic interconnections
have extended past suburbs into
other metros, forming super regions.



For Example:

An important way to understand our 
Super Region’s connections is
commuter patterns.

The three locales are highly 
synergistic to each other in 
their economic roles.

the raw material for the 
petrochemical manufacturing
sectors in the Baton Rouge
and New Orleans metros.

The oil and gas industry served by  Houma-Thibodaux’s
Port Fourchon and the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port provides

The number of commuters that live in one region
and work in another is an indicator of economic
integration.
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Live in Baton Rouge,
Work in New Orleans
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Work in New Orleans
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+26%
overall increase of cross-metro commuters

across all 4 routes between 2004 and 2014. 

This suggests there is growing
workforce integration between 

New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
and Houma-Thibodaux

Leaders in these three metros are
teaming up on regional development
plans through the Southeast Super 
Region Committee.

This is an important step, because
in a complex and globalized economy
the competitive advantage of a region lies
in achieving a critical mass of
local interconnected firms and institutions,
leading to increased:

Productivity

Innovation

New Business Formation

Global Competitiveness



who, in the 1950s, put into place plans for growing the
economy that, more than a decade later, yielded what
we now know of as The Research Triangle.

Decisionmakers in Southeast Lousiana
could gain inspiration from visionary 
leaders in North Carolina

Their success stems from

strong public and
private higher education

and the development of a regional
transportation authority that spans

The Triangle and its surrounding suburbs.

To be competitive,
leaders need to 

Commit to long term strategies that

Increase skilled workforce

Accelerate private investment

Efficiently move workers around
the Super Region

Go to economic-ties.org!
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