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Good morning to everyone. My name is Paula Mosera, I am from Uruguay, and today I 

have the privilege, honor and joy of being able to say a few words on behalf of the entire 

2019 generation of GCL. So I thank all my colleagues again for this opportunity, that for 

me is a big and beautiful present. 

 

Thanks to all who are here today, to the program coordinators, teachers, mentors, relatives, 

friends, Laura Paonessa Alumni President, for being here. 

 

I’d like to say thank you to Cristina, Paola, Kellie and Adam, that you always cared about 

our well-being, you were worried that we had the best experience, that we loved the classes, 

you show us your admiration for the triumphs we have achieved and encouraged us to be 

superior day by day, you showed us that you trusted us. Thank you. 

 

Thanks Ricardo Ernst, we have had a roller coaster of feelings towards you. You 

challenged us, you tried us. You provoked us much desire to stand up in the chair and shout 

of "rage" "anguish" or I don’t know how to call that feeling that you made us generate. But 

we got to know you, know your pretensions with us, know your big why and the why of 

this program, and the truth is that you inspired many of us. And I can affirm that many say 

that they want to be professors like "Ricardo Ernst". So you have definitely inspired more 

than one. Thank you. 

 

EVERYTHING LIVED 

10 weeks ... 10 weeks ago a transformative experience began for each one of us. No one 

imagined that in 10 weeks we could question so many things, we could establish such deep 

relations and we could feel so many emotions. 10 intense weeks, which happened too fast, 

but left a very big mark, which I dare say will be for life. 

 

But there is something that is very strong and is that today we leave here with many things 

in our mind, in our heart and in our soul. Clearly, like any group, some get more, some less, 

but sure we all take something different from this experience. Some, take that one professor 

that truly inspired us, others, those tools that will shape the way our projects will develop, 

that advice of the mentor, that desire to change our life completely, the challenge that it 

meant for some present for the first time a pitch in front of many people, that feedback from 

a class mate that opened our mind or invited us to think different or to see some things that 

we didn’t see before or didn’t seem important, the peer coaching that saved our lives or 

made us destroy our mental patterns. Each one takes more or less of these things. But 

something indisputable that I dare say that each and every one of the 36 young people of 

GCL2019 we take, are the relationships. I have had the opportunity to talk with the 

majority about what you get in this GCL and the answers are repeated: people, 

relationships, connections. The people are the most important thing. 

 



Living together in Oakwood, the walks, the museums, the them dinners, the nights of 

dancing, the jenga, those moments of laughter when we listened some phrases like "Don’t 

be sorry be better", the giphys in the group of whastapp, karaoke, talks with wine in 

between, all that has built up these relations.  

 

We are very unique each one of us, among the common definition of "young leaders of 

Latin America" that define this program but yet so different. 

 

We have an absolute diversity in this group, we have the one that always arrived half an 

hour before the class, the one that always arrived late, the one that always came walking, 

the one that read all the readings, the one that never touched a reading, the one that always 

brought the tupper, the one who always eat in the epicurian, the one who fell asleep in 

class, the one who always asked questions, the one who got angry with the teacher, the one 

who fell in love with the teacher, the one who got angry with the comment of a classmate, 

but we learned that if we say it "It was with love" is much cuter. We have those who drunk 

mate everyday and people didn’t understand how they do not get accelerated, we have the 

coffee lovers, m&m’s fans, the ones who dressed super cool and advise us how to dress, the 

one with a tie in the throat that the rest do not understand how he can manage to eat without 

suffocating. We have those who were born in a community with a lack of basic resources 

and those who were born in a privileged situation; we have the experts in English with a 

pronunciation in the style of English lord, and other with the style of: how are you? We 

have so much diversity in this class, so many personalities, so many differences that we 

learned to live with and so many wonderful people that we came to value, that is what 

nourishes us, enriches us and makes us grow as a group. 

 

Today, here we leave great bonds that we trace with people that we now call friends and 

even brothers and sisters. We leave here what became our family. So the first 

invitation I want to make us all, is to continue building these bonds, we 

take relationships that depend on us and only us to continue growing.   
 

36 young people from Ibero America. 15 countries, united. We leave with a very large and 

very powerful union and network. This diversity and these relationships not only made our 

hearts bigger, but also enabled a connection and an immense sense of possibility to really 

do what we want. We are in a privileged situation, today we are receiving a degree from 

Georgetown University, one of the best universities in the world and I can fairly say that 

none of us imagined being here today. It is a fact that this will open to us infinite doors. 

 

So, we are young, we all have a great experience in our countries, if not we wouldn’t be 

here today, we have the tools acquire in this University, we have the plate of Georgetown 

University, we have networks throughout Latin America, we have contacts generated in the 

networking capital of the world, in the Disney world defined by Ricardo Ernst, we have 

everything, to return to our countries and be the people we want to be. In our countries, a 

world of opportunities awaits us and it is up to each and single one of us to take advantage 

of them. The problems are opportunities and we know that there are many problems in 

Latin America! Today we are the responsibles to carry out these 36 projects, to become  

presidents of our countries (that there are more than one that already announced their wish 



publicly), to become the CEO of the company in which we work, to create another 

company, another foundation or whatever we want. Each one of us knows we can do it. We 

just have to propose it, have the conviction, passion and intelligence and doing it. We have 

to be proud of ourselves, satisfied and hold our heads up. What is coming will not be easy. 

There are many changes in the lives of most of us. But you know what? There are no limits 

in these 36 hungry minds, there are no limits for people who trust fully in themselves. And 

I'm not being idealistic, I'm being realistic. To be realistic is not to resign oneself to 

accepting limitations, to be realistic is to be aware that we have no limits. 

 

And this is the second invitation that I would like to extend to all us: to think big, 

we do not have barriers; we have to think big, scale, dream. So the invitation is to continue 

dreaming. New trips, new adventures, change latin america, change us, reinvent ourselves. 

And obviously this scares us. And fear is normal. But as Andrés Márquez says, we must 

recognize our emotions, they are neither good nor bad, but what they can not do is not 

allow us to move forward. Let us know that fears exist, they are there, but let us keep 

dreaming, believing and doing! 

 

THE FAREWELL… 

Who would have said it would be so difficult to say goodbye to people who were up until 

so recently complete strangers.  

How many times we looked at the clock to see when the class was finishing and yet this 

week we didn’t want time to pass. Several of us wanted to stop time this week. But this is 

impossible. We can’t stop time and if there is a certainty in the universe is that change is 

inevitable. This farewell has to be given, but only to be able to give space to another stage. 

Finish something but start something much much bigger.  

Finally, the third and last invitation I want to make: enjoy the journey. I 

was talking about goals, dreams, achievements, but we must enjoy the way. Not only enjoy 

but love with complete passion every step of the way. Let's live to the fullest; it's the beauty 

of living at the top, of wanting life.  

Time is limited; we should not spend it living a life that we do not want to live. Do not 

spend it putting on masks or wanting to please others, do not miss those moments of 

laughter for being ashamed to laugh loudly for what people will say, or not making 

questions for what people will say. Let’s be authentic, always humble and with love. Let’s 

have the courage to follow our hearts, but of course with reason and intelligence too. The 

answers are here, only in us. 

 

So let’s be aware of ourselves, of what we feel, of who we are. And let's give the content to 

life. We can give life the orientation that we want. We have that freedom. We can be 

shapers of our life. 

 



Nothing is worth more than life, let’s seek happiness, and happiness is just giving content 

to life. After all, that's what matters, to be happy. And being happy is a decision. Probably 

the biggest decision we have to make. 

 

Thanks you very much.  


