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CLOSING THE GAP

Closing the achievement gap for children & families

A+ Family Advocacy works in partnership with local 

schools and networks to equip professionals and 

volunteers to help re-engage families facing difficulty.  

A+ welcomes confidential discussion of any potential 

family intervention to establish suitability for the 

programme. Please call or email using the details below.

Gap Education Ltd. 

Highbridge House,16-18 Duke St.  

Reading, Berks, RG1 4RU 

0300 3020520 

07513 425982 

www.narrowthegap.net 

info@narrowthegap.net

Family 
Advocacyw w w . n a r r o w t h e g a p . n e t
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“NOGAP2020 is a fantastic campaign that correctly identifies education 
as the key to achieving greater social mobility. I have a huge amount 
of respect for the work that Quentin Gunderson has done in Reading to 
support young people who have come from troubled backgrounds to 
receive a decent education and significantly improve their life chances.  
I am therefore delighted to support the launch of this national campaign 
at an event in Parliament and I cannot think of a better team to lead it.”   

 Alok Sharma, MP for Reading West

www.nogap2020.org

2,500 schools

30,000 families

50,000 children

Ending Educational Inequality in the UK

Closing the gap for children  
and families in the UK

Tel: 0300 30 20 520



A+ Early Adopter Schools Toolkit

Since early 2014, Gap Education has equipped schools with 
a toolkit that will mobilise the kind of support that families 
need. Gap Education has trained over 70 school staff to use 
our unique resources to increase Well-being, Resilience and 
Aspiration in the homes of children who qualify for the  
Pupil Premium.

These 16 Early Adopter schools have fed-back the results  
from the first 3 months of using the Toolkit.

We asked our Early Adopters if they’d seen improvements in the 
following areas: Attendance, Behaviour, Well-being, Attainment 
and Parental Engagement. The table below shows our findings.

Early Adopter Schools

•   Goring C of E Primary 
School, Oxfordshire

•   Thomas Hickman Primary 
School, Aylesbury

•   Hatfield Primary 
Academy, Sheffield

•   Hartley Brook Primary 
Academy, Sheffield

•   Chalfont’s Community 
College, Bucks

•   Dixons Trinity 
Academy, Bradford

•   Stokesley School and 
Cluster, North Yorks

•   Sir Charles Kao UTC, Harlow

•   Oasis John Williams, Bristol

•   The Buckingham School

•   Oasis Southbank, London

•   Oasis Coulsdon, Surrey

•   Theale Green & Badgers 
Hill PRU, West Berkshire

3  Training for school staff

3  Unlimited license resource  
DVD and workbooks

3  Quality Assurance and  
on-going support

3  Monthly CPD Webinars

Key features of the Toolkit
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Born to fail?  
- The ‘Achievement Gap’

There is a gap in every country in 

the developed world. It is called the 

‘Achievement Gap’, and it describes 

the difference in educational 

outcomes for children who are 

from disadvantaged  

backgrounds or not. 

According to the DWP (2009), as many as 1 in 4 children in 
the UK are born into poverty. Currently the UK has one of 
the largest achievement gaps in the world.

Over the last decade, governments have invested billions 
of pounds into our education system and as a result the 
gap has narrowed, but only by 1%. Schools generally have 
improved; but this has not been reflected in the closing of 
the gap. It is reckoned that it will not close significantly for 
another 30-50 years.

A recent study by Save the Children concluded that  
only 20% of the causes of the gap are school-based.  
The remaining 80% are home-based causes and  
include parent availability and skill, nutrition, TV  
and reading habits.

Research has shown that currently less than 5% of schools 
locally are using any of their pupil premium to engage 
directly with vulnerable families. The A+ Programme will 
resource, train and support school staff to effect positive 
change by working intensively with families to make a 
lasting change in the home that breaks cycles of 
underachievement routed in socio-economic causes.

Testimonials

“(The) mother fully engaged with the programme and 
therefore the school and family could work together as a 
team to achieve the best possible outcomes for the child”.  
Headteacher, Goring C E Primary School 

“I could not believe the massive impact this toolkit  
has had. It has surpassed all our expectations.” 
 Headteacher, Chalfont’s Community College

“There has been such a huge improvement, especially with 
Maths since she started the A+ programme and it’s mainly 
been due to her new-found willingness to have a go and 
the boost in her confidence and self esteem.”   
Teacher, Goring C E Primary School

“The atmosphere in the house is much less stressful, 
especially in the morning. I’ve really benefited from the 
programme and both my children are now doing really  
well in school.”   
Parent, Goring C E Primary School

“We have worked hard to secure strong parental support… 
and this has only been strengthened by the training, vision 
and energy from Gap Education. High quality training and 
support has ensured that all staff are parental advocates.”     
Headteacher, Sir Charles Kao UTC
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