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The theme of the second annual Outdoor Education 
Conference is “Remote Supervision”. This is aimed at all 
teachers and instructors who run programmes, especially the 
Ten Tors and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, in which pupils 
venture into the outdoors without direct adult presence.

The development of self reliance, decision-making and 
leadership are central to the value of outdoor education. 
This depends upon creating an impression of risk, without 
establishing a situation where children are exposed to real 
danger. Allowing groups this independence can result in an 
increase of perceived risk but the level of actual risk should 
not change when remote supervision is carried out effectively. 
This concept is central to the effectiveness of both the 
training and assessment of the Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 
and the Ten Tors Challenge with which many schools that 
attend will be involved.

The keynote, delivered by David Ball, will consider the 
area of Risk Benefit Analysis with reference to new ways of 
thinking and recent changes in legislation, and consider what 
the immediate future holds. Time will be spent reflecting on 
updated resources from the DCFS, HSE and the AALA and New 
Guidance information, including the BS 8848 (the British 
Standard for expeditions and adventurous activities). Also the 
recent update to the Mountain Leader Summer Award. 

The day will also provide excellent networking opportunities 
for teachers to meet and share experiences. 

The Hotel is situated between Bristol and Weston-super-Mare 
at Churchill just off the A38. It is 5 minutes off the M5 and 15 
minutes from Bristol. Its location in the Mendip Hills makes 
it an inspirational venue for the conference and perfect for 
the group being outside for the afternoon session. Delegates 
may like to extend their stay in the area for the weekend.

9.15 AM CONFErENCE ASSEmbLES. COFFEE

9.30 AM CONFErENCE OPENiNg

“Because It’s There”
A PhilosoPhy of ouTdoor AcTiViTiEs in schools

Martin Chester 

10.15 AM

Remote Access – The Element of Risk 
PrAcTicAliTiEs And lEgAl rEsPonsibiliTiEs

Professor David Ball

11.15 AM COFFEE

11.30 AM

Where We Are Now 
An uPdATE As To lEgislATion And ThE Work of nATionAl bodiEs

 Antony Reed 

12.15 AM

Running a Programme – Training and Management 
ThE dukE of Edinburgh’s AWArd schEME EXPEdiTion

 Paul Bartle

Or
ThE TEn Tors chAllEngE

Katy Cuckston 

1.00 PM LuNCH

1.45 PM

Practical ‘walk and talk’ sessions in the 
surrounding forest and hills in two groups

ToPics includE: 
Weather, navigation, safety in the outdoors and on steep ground, 

group shelters, emergency scenarios and Mountain rescue
Group 1 accompanied by Martin Chester, 

Group 2 accompanied by Tim Bird (Ogwen Mountain Rescue)

*Suitable outdoor clothing necessary.

3.15 PM FOrum

3.45 PM TEA & CAkES

book online at  www.paloes.com

PrOgrAmmEwELCOmE

Prices

one delegate £159 Two delegates from the same school £259 
PricEs EXcludE VAT

SPEAkErS

martin Chester
Martin is the Director of Training at Plas Y Brenin 
and is responsible for the delivery and development of 
coach education at the National Mountain Centre. He 
represents the sport of mountaineering at Sports Coach 
UK, and delivers and develops coaching content of the 

full range of national governing body awards in outdoor activities. 
He has a performance background as a ski guide, mountaineering 
instructor and kayak coach. 

Antony reed 
Antony sits on the Executive Panel of the National OEAP 
and is the Regional Chairperson for the Southwest 
of England. After a career in the Royal Marines, 
Antony became a teacher and a Head of Department 
at Bridgwater College for 10 years before working 

for 5 years as Outdoor Education Adviser for Somerset. As well as his 
work with the OEAP Antony is a Technical Adviser and Consultant for 
Outdoor & Adventurous Activities at Positive Venture Ltd.

Prof. David ball
David is Professor of Risk Management at Middlesex 
University. He is the country’s leadingauthority on 
assessing risk, has a doctorate in physics and has 
worked in local government, industry and academia. 
His interest for many years has been decision making, 

particularly in relation to assessing and managing risks of all kinds, 
from nuclear to flooding and food. Of late his interest has focused on 
beyond-the-conventional-workplace, or ‘public,’ hazards, including 
sports and adventure activities, and in 2011 he co-authored the book 
‘Public safety and risk assessment.’

katy Cuckston
Katy has been the Director of Outdoor Education 
at Kelly College for several years. She has managed 
many successful Ten Tors teams and has developed a 
specific training schedule for them. She also manages 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, the Devizes 

to Westminster Canoe Marathon programme, overseas expeditions 
and a full and progressive package of Learning Outside the Classroom 
Programmes for each year group.

Paul bartle
Paul manages a large Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Scheme Programme at the King’s School, Macclesfield 
and has instituted a gathering of like-minded schools 
in the north-west who host several events related to 
outdoor education each year. He has trained groups for 

all levels of the Award Scheme for more than 15 years.

Tim bird
Tim Bird has been a key member of the Ogwen Valley 
Mountain Rescue Team for twenty years, and worked 
on numerous rescues. He is also the Course Director of 
MountainSafe, a group made up from experts from the 
North Wales Mountain Rescue Association, Snowdonia 

National Park Authority and North Wales Police. The aim of the group 
is to keep people safe in the mountains. 

The Professional Association of Leaders of Outdoor Education in Schools works with Plas Y Brenin 
(The National Mountain Centre) to support the work done by teachers. It is a non-profit making 

organisation. Attendance at the Conference includes free membership to PALOES for a year. 


