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8.45– 9.25  Registration 
9.25—9.30  Welcome  
9.30-10.30  Key Note    
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Aims: 

 Share relevant research relating to 

Early Mathematical environments 

 Share ways to develop mathematically 

rich environments in the home, in 
settings indoors andout. 
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 Key Note—Sue Gifford & Janine Davenall 
Enabling Young Mathematicians 
The new Early Learning Goal for Numbers raises the 
bar considerably for young children and their teachers. 
However, research has identified some key priorities for 
creating mathematical confidence and future success, 
building on young children’s aptitudes. Janine’s work in 
inner city schools shows that creating a playful  early 
years mathematical community can increase children’s 
interest and achievement significantly.  Together Sue 
and Janine draw on current research, resources and 
experience to suggest a practical way forward. 

Dr Sue Gifford is a principal lecturer in mathematics 
education at Roehampton University, researching early 
years maths education. Janine is currently an early 
years teacher. 

 
Workshop—Margaret Travers 
Enabling a Mathematically Rich 
Environment Outdoors  
This session provides a short guide to creating a 
wonderful outdoor environment that supports strong 
mathematical development. Whether a small tarmac 
space or large field, or outside the classroom, the 
course will give participants opportunities to find 
creative ways to really make maths come alive 
outdoors. Participants will take part in some practical 
outdoor games and activities and consider child-initiated 
play and adult led activities. 

Margaret Travers holds a Masters degree in early 
education and Certificate of Education as an adult 
trainer.  She has twenty-seven years experience as a 
nursery owner and teacher, as an Ofsted inspector, and 
early year’s teacher/trainer teaching at degree level. 

 Workshop—Judith Twani 
Enabling a Mathematically Rich 
Environment Indoors  
Is maths inside relegated to an ‘area’ consisting of 
some puzzles and a number line? How can we integrate 
maths into all areas of the inside environment? We will 
consider how the environment can support children to 
explore, solve problems, think creatively and talk 
mathematically.  

Judith has been working as an Early Years consultant 
and trainer for over 6 years and has developed a 
special interest in creating environments and routines 
that promote mathematical development. She is 
committed to ensuring that children are not switched 
off mathematics by the age of 5!  

 Workshop— Elaine Bennett 
Climb aboard: engaging parents and 
carers in the mathematical learning 
journey 
This practical session will explore some of the feelings 
and ideas parents/carers often have with regards to 
mathematical learning and how this can impact on 
childrens learning.  Practical approaches will be 
provided that practitioners can take away and use in 
settings to develop a more joined up approach. The 
importance of sharing observations will also be 
highlighted as well as the involvement of parents in 
contributing to their child's records. 

Elaine is an early years and KS1 practitioner and author 
of BEAM’s Storybook Maths Series. 

Book online 
www.smartpd.co.uk/conferences.aspx  


