
Washington’s National Park Fund is 

pleased to present a range of projects 

in our national parks for which we are 

actively seeking support.  Your gift today can 

help make them possible!

Mount Rainier National Park

$10,000 for Connecting Students to Parks•	

$13,000 for Paradise Meadow Restoration•	

$20,000 for Camping Adventure with My •	

Parents (CAMP)

$25,000 for Volunteers in Parks Internships•	

$55,000 for Nisqually Glacier Status and •	

Change Analysis

North Cascades National Park

$7,550 for Wilderness Information Center •	

Entryway Remodel 

$10,000 for Teacher-Ranger-Teacher •	

Internship

$12,500 for Junior Stream Stewards •	

Education Program

$25,000 for Impacts of •	

Climate Change on Pika 

Populations 

$30,000 for Citizen Science •	

Butterfly Monitoring 

Program

Olympic National Park

$9,500 for Olympic Marmot Wayside •	

Exhibit

$20,495 for Lake Crescent Freshwater •	

Mussels Assessment and Monitoring

$26,500 for Climate Friendly Parks •	

Education Programs

$31,500 for Elwha Restoration Project •	

Community Outreach

$50,000 for Adopt-A-River Study of Fish •	

Populations

U.S. Printing cares!  

Trees were planted to replace this paper.
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Community Report
Washington’s National Park Fund

Turning Quarters into Dollars: 
A Powerful Fund Raising Strategy

Like many national park supporters before me, I committed myself 
to a Microsoft climb earlier this summer to benefit Washington’s 

National Park Fund.  Aside from the mental and physical preparation 
Mount Rainier requires, I also needed to figure out my fundraising 
strategy.  After all, I wasn’t really interested in “footing” the bill all by 
myself.  Or was I?

Fundraising doesn’t have to be a chore and my experience this past 
summer is proof positive that the right strategy will meaningfully 
engage you as well as your donors beyond your wildest imagination.  
Case in point, we raised over $14,000.  Here’s how we did it – and more importantly – how you can too: 

Take Ownership For Your Cause.  Your family, friends and professional network want to know what 
you stand for and why you choose to act.  Our national parks transformed me as an adolescent and it is 
essential that others in our society have similar experiences.  The Fund helps provide these opportunities 
to many people, including children and families who have never experienced nature or a national park.

Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is.  What if you procrastinated or came up short on your $2,500 
goal?  How much would you be willing to cover?  If a world-class guided climb was offered to you at a 
discounted price, what price would you be willing to pay?  Commit to a specific dollar amount early on to 
demonstrate conviction in your cause.  For me, I determined that I was willing to raise half and pay half.  I 
committed myself to write a check for $1,250.

Make your Donors “Force Multipliers.”  People want to make a difference.  They want to feel the impact.  
Help them connect with your cause and feel empowered.  Here was my promise: for every dollar 
pledged, four dollars would be raised to benefit the Fund.  So, $5 becomes $20, $25 becomes $100, and 
so on.  How?  I had three sources to match these sponsorship contributions, including my own personal 
dollar-for-dollar match.  Within 30 minutes of activating my FirstGiving website and sending emails to 
my family, friends and professional network, I raised over $600.  Within a week, I had exceeded my $2,500 
goal.  People I never expected joined the cause.  People I’ve never met joined the cause.  Collectively, we 
are force multipliers!

A brief word of caution:  I never published or “qualified” my $1,250 limit.  Meanwhile, my pledged 
donations ultimately soared to $3,660!  With matching support, we collectively raised $14,640 for the 
Fund.  At a dollar per foot of elevation gain (i.e., Mount Rainier tops 14,410’), we raised more than the 
height of the mountain!    Promoting the multiplier effects of matching donors made all the difference in 
my success.  This is a powerful strategy to motivate your network, connect them to your cause and drive 
spectacular results.

The summer of 2009 provided me the most rewarding philanthropic initiative I’ve ever pursued.  The 
symbolism of the climb, the overwhelming network of financial as well as moral support, the teamwork, 
the preparation and, most importantly, the collective connection to the cause made for a powerfully 
positive and transformational experience in Mount Rainier National Park – just like the ones I had as a kid.

David Rowe is the Managing Director for Prudential Financial’s full-service institutional retirement business in the 

greater Pacific Northwest and Northern California.  David sits on the Board of Directors for Washington's National 

Park Fund and resides in Woodinville with his wife and two kids.  David’s 2009 climb of Mount Rainier was his third 

successful summit.



One of the most visited sites in North 
Cascades National Park is the Diablo Lake 

Overlook along the North Cascades Highway 
(State Highway 20). In recognition of the 40th 
Anniversary of the North Cascades National 
Park Service Complex, Washington's National 
Park Fund provided $26,000 for the design and 
construction of a new shelter at the Diablo Lake 
Overlook. Work progressed over the summer 
and the shelter is expected to be completed in 
November.

Washington’s National Park Fund 
PO Box 64626

University Place, WA 98464 
253-566-4644	•	www.wnpf.org

The Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization (Tax ID #01-0869799) to which

contributions are fully tax-deductible to
the extent provided by law.

Through the support of 
Washington’s National Park 

Fund, Mount Rainier launched 
Camping Adventure with My 
Parents (CAMP) in 2009 to 
introduce families with little or 
no camping experience to the 
skills and pleasures of camping 
in one of America’s most 
beautiful places.  

Over the course of three 
weekends, 70 people came 
to the park to learn how to 
pitch a tent, cook on a camp 
stove, and enjoy time with 
their families in the out-
of-doors.  Mount Rainier 
provided transportation to 
the park, camping instruction, 
interpretive programs in the 
park, and all of the gear and 
food needed for the weekend.   

"Programs like CAMP are 
rare and necessary," said 
CAMP participant Suzanne.  
"Families like mine already are 
challenged in certain respects, 
and learning a new hobby 
- involving gear, etiquette 
and travelling - can seem too 
daunting without a personal 
introduction and assistance.  
But give us that, and we can in 
turn teach our children, their 
playmates, and our friends." 

The weekend included singing 
songs and telling stories around 
the campfire, while appreciating 
a camping tradition – smores. 
Campers went on several ranger-
led hikes and participated in 
volunteer projects. Mount 
Rainier  plans to expand the 
program in 2010 to include 150 
participants over six weekends.

"Thank you all so much for 
making this memory for 
my family," said participant 
Hongqing.  "Please keep me in 
the line of volunteers when you 
are ready to do this next year.  
I'd like to contribute what I can 
to make this program a lasting 
success.”

Caption

We're Now on Facebook and Twitter!
Connect with Washington's National Park Fund and share our national 
parks with your friends.  Follow us on Twitter @WANatlParkFund or 
become a Fan and join our Cause on Facebook.

Your Gifts in Action:
Citizen Scientists to 
Study Marmots in
Olympic National Park

Camping Adventure with My Parents (CAMP)

Above: CAMP 
participants take 

the plunge at Mount 
Rainier National 

Park. 
At right: Families 

learned how to 
prepare and enjoy 

camp food.

In an effort to 
understand 

why marmot 
populations 
are declining, 
Olympic National 
Park will begin 
recruiting citizen 
scientists next 
year to observe 
the mammals through a program 
supported by Washington's National 
Park Fund.

“I am really excited about working 
with Washington’s National Park 
Fund and citizen scientists,” said Patti 
Happe, PhD, principal investigator 
and Olympic National Park Wildlife 
Branch Chief. “It’s a great opportunity 
to involve the public in a meaningful 
way in the park’s conservation 
efforts.”

Because of the marmots’ playful 
and charismatic nature, they are the 
perfect subjects for a citizen scientist 
project. Happe hopes to recruit 
about 40 volunteers, who will hike 
to predetermined areas to record 
presence and approximate numbers 
of marmots. The monitoring results 
will give park management critical 
information on the status of marmot 
colonies.  Contact jessie@wnpf.org if 
you are interested in volunteering for 
this project.

Olympic National Park launched the 
study in the summer of '09 with an 
Outward Bound youth group from 
the Los Angeles area. The teenagers 
gained an appreciation for the park 
and its natural resources.

“I felt like what we did really mattered 
and I’m proud to say that my work 
might help an animal from becoming 
endangered," said Outward Bound 
member Egeria Thomas-Sand.

Thanks to Your Support: 
Diablo Lake Overlook Shelter


