
What do you call investing more than a quarter of a million dollars in Washington State’s three 
national parks? Priceless! The accomplishments of the past year were made possible by your 

generous support. Your gifts funded trail maintenance, Junior Ranger programs, public education 
and a solar panel installation on a ranger station. Our dedicated park superintendents and staff are 
constantly creating new outreach, educational and environmental stewardship programs that ensure 
the preservation and accessibility of these natural resources for many years to come.

Please consider making a gift today to continue these important programs. You can make a secure 
contribution online at www.wnpf.org or send a check in the giving envelope. We appreciate your role 
in making our parks enjoyable and accessible to all!

Sincerely yours,

Jon D. Evans     Eleanor B. Kittelson
President, Board of Directors    Executive Director

The list of programs for 2009 and beyond is destined to add even more to the visitor experience in our 
parks. Over the next few years, we’ll be raising more than $625,000 to fund projects like these:

Mount Rainier National Park
• $15,000 for Connecting Kids to Parks
• $11,200 for Camping Adventure with My Parents (CAMP)
• $18,800 for Volunteer Outreach 
• $79, 000 for Accessible Trail to the Paradise Meadows Trailhead 
• $75,000 for Paradise Meadow Restoration
• $35,000 for Glacier Status and Monitoring

North Cascades National Park
• $35,000 for Volunteer Shelter at Marblemount
• $43,400 for Picnic Shelters at the Visitor Center
• $20,000 for Botanical Foray
• $20,000 for Landbird Inventory and Monitoring 
• $15,000 for Fire Education Tool Kits 
• $20,000 for Adult Explorer Program
• $25,000 for North Cascades Family Songs
• $35,000 for Lake Chelan Ferry Podcasts

Olympic National Park
• $40,000 to Monitor Fisher Restoration
• $32,000 to Study and Protect Roosevelt Elk
• $26,300 to Assess Olympic Marmot Populations 
• $40,000 for Adopt-A-River: Preserve and Restore Fish Species
• $40,295 to Monitor Freshwater Mussels in Lake Crescent

You can’t do a better job of gift-
wrapping the trails and mountains of 

Washington’s national parks than Mother 
Nature already has, but 
you still can help your 
friends and loved 
ones safeguard the 
treasures in Mount 
Rainier, North Cascades 
and Olympic National Parks 
this holiday season. Instead of exchanging 
presents, make a gift in your loved ones’ 
names and ask them to do the same.

It’s a win-win scenario: You save gas, 
time and money while giving a gift 

to your friends and family that can be 
enjoyed and appreciated for years to 
come. At the same time, Mount Rainier, 
North Cascades and Olympic National 
Parks receive the resources they need to 
continue focusing on visitors to the parks, 
education and outreach, and scientific 
research for ecosystem and environmental 
sustainability.  

Washington’s National Park Fund has 
partnered with Firstgiving to help 

you set up your own personal fundraising 
web page to celebrate the holidays – or 
any other special event – and share your 
love and appreciation of Washington’s 
national parks. 

Visit www.wnpf.org to find a link or go 
directly to www.firstgiving.com/wnpf. 

Click the “Get Started” button and choose 
the type of page you’d like to create. The 
rest is easy, and soon you’ll be e-mailing 
family, friends and colleagues to let them 
know how they can join you in supporting 
Washington’s National Park Fund. We look 
forward to seeing you at the parks over 
the holidays and all year round!

The Perfect Gift for 
Everyone on Your 
Holiday Shopping List
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With Teacher-Ranger-Teacher Program 
Students Experience the Parks in the Classroom

Six Microsoft employees backpacked for four days 
in August at Mount Rainier, raising almost $8,500 

for Washington’s National Park Fund. The hikers 
covered one segment of the 93-mile Wonderland 
Trail, from Mowich Lake to Sunrise.

“Through this fundraiser, I’ll chip in sweat and blisters; 
you can help with a donation of any size,” said hiker 
David Jenni. “Together we preserve the legacy of 
national parks for generations to come.”

Washington’s National Park Fund offers many hiking 
and climbing opportunities to raise money for the 
parks. Visit www.wnpf.org to learn more.

Making a Difference in Washington’s National Parks:
 One Step at a Time

Please note our new address: 
Washington’s National Park Fund 

PO Box 64626
University Place, WA 98464 

253-566-4644 • www.wnpf.org

The Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization (Tax ID #01-0869799) to which

contributions are fully tax-deductible to
the extent provided by law.

Your Gifts in Action:
Native Mammals 
Reintroduced to 
Olympic National Park

Almost 20 fishers were released 
last winter at Olympic National 

Park, marking the first 
step toward restoring 

these small, reclusive 
mammals to the state 
of Washington.

About the size of a house 
cat, fishers are members of the weasel 
family and are related to mink, otter 
and marten. They are native to the 
forests of Washington, including the 
Olympic Peninsula, but vanished 
from the state decades ago because 
of over-trapping in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s and habitat loss and 
fragmentation. Fishers were listed as 
a state endangered species in 1998 
by the Washington Fish and Wildlife 
Commission and were designated as a 
candidate for federal listing in 2004 by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under 
the Endangered Species Act.

Washington’s National Park Fund 
contributed $40,000 in 2008 to 
support monitoring the reintroduced 
fisher population. All of the animals 
released were fitted with tiny radio 
transmitters to allow biologists to track 
their movements and activities as the 
fishers settle in to their new habitat.  
Results of this monitoring will not 
only add to scientists’ understanding 
of fishers in the ecosystem, but will 
be used to refine and adjust future 
releases within the park. Over the 
next five years, approximately 100 
fishers will be released within Olympic 
National Park.

Through our printer, we contributed to planting trees to mitigate for paper use and reduce our carbon footprint.

More than 600 students at 

Juan Sequin Elementary 

School in Houston, Texas, 

became Junior Rangers after 

participating in programs lead 

by Teacher-Ranger-Teacher 

Gwendolyn Peterson. 

The goal of the Teacher-Ranger-

Teacher Program is to connect 

students in low-income schools 

with national parks by allowing 

teachers a chance to live and 

work in park settings. 

Peterson spent the summer of 

2007 at North Cascades National 

Park as the park’s first Teacher-

Ranger-Teacher. 

“Last summer was a fantastic 

opportunity to experience 

turquoise water, jagged glacial 

peaks, and wild animals – an 

environment in stark contrast to 

Houston – and bring some of this 

back to my students,” she said. 

With the help of North Cascades 

National Park Ranger David 

Williams, who joined Peterson in 

Houston, students spent a week 

last May learning about national 

parks.  

“The experience was a once-

in-a-lifetime opportunity that 

made me think outside myself 

and realize the sheer grandeur 

of this country,” said Peterson, 

who returned to North Cascades 

this summer as a seasonal park 

ranger.

Contributions to Washington’s 

National Park Fund helped 

sponsor the Teacher-Ranger-

Teacher Program.

Mary Gray celebrates her 60th birthday with a successful 
hike on the Wonderland Trail at Mount Rainier.

Subscribe to Washington’s National Park Fund E-Newsletter
Get more information about our projects in Washington’s national parks by subscribing to our  
e-newsletter at www.wnpf.org. In an effort to conserve resources and put more of your contribution 
dollars back in the parks, we only send one direct mailing each year. Stay in touch with our e-newsletter. 
Sign up today!

Teacher-Ranger-Teacher Gwendolyn Peterson with students at the Juan 
Sequin Elementary School in Houston, Texas.


