
 

 
The Great Give® is a community-wide online giving event that occurs once each year over a 36-hr period. 
The event is supported by The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven (The Foundation), its partner 
in philanthropy the Valley Community Foundation, and other community sponsors to promote giving to 
nonprofits that serve the Greater New Haven region. The event is hosted through giveGreater.org®, a service 
provided by The Foundation that strengthens nonprofits serving Greater New Haven by advancing 
knowledge about their work and increasing giving to their organizations. Between 2010 - 2017, approximately 
$6.2 Million was distributed to nonprofit organizations serving Greater New Haven and the Lower 
Naugatuck Valley through giveGreater.org®, much of it as a result of The Great Give®. 
 

About The Great Give® 2018                                                                                                 
 A 36-hour online giving event from 8:00am on May 1 to 

8:00pm on May 2  

 Last year $1.4M was raised from nearly 8,000 donors making 
11,000+ gifts 

 Nonprofits serve one or more towns in The Community 
Foundation for Greater New Haven’s region1 

 All nonprofits listed on giveGreater.org® plus those that register are eligible to participate (400+) 

 Nonprofits pay no fee to participate 

 Donors can make gifts of $25 or more (no top limit!) 

 Credit card and processing fees are deducted from donor gifts (~4.9%) 

 The Community Foundation does not collect fees on or otherwise benefit financially from gifts 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Matching Money  

Benefit to nonprofits:   
Matching money enables an organization to leverage the sponsor’s money to get more gifts.   
 

Sponsor-set criteria: 

 Matches can be done in a limited time (Match minute, Power Hour) or over the course of the 36-hour 
event.  

 The match pool of funds can be offered to one or more organizations (see below) with criteria set by 
the sponsor.   

 Matching can be used as a challenge to get new donors (first time to organization) or increased 
donations from steady donors ($25 last year but $35 this year), or for gifts at a particular level (gifts of 
$50 or more eligible for match) or most NextGen donors (born 1974-1989).   

 We respectfully request that the sponsor agrees to make the contribution to the organization(s) whether or not it achieves 
its match goal. 

 
Levels: $1,000 - $4,999 can be awarded to ONE organization as a match challenge.  The Foundation will 

assist the sponsor in making a connection directly with the single organization to discuss promotional 
opportunities.  The Foundation cannot promote a single-organization match pool. 

                                                 
1 Ansonia, Bethany, Branford, Cheshire, Derby, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Madison, Milford, New Haven, North Branford, 
North Haven, Orange, Oxford, Seymour, Shelton, Wallingford, West Haven, Woodbridge 



$5,000 or more allows the sponsor to choose a group of nonprofits to benefit from the challenge.  
This can be defined by:  issue area (e.g. arts, basic needs, education, health, seniors); geography (e.g. 
Newhallville, Hamden, Hamden/North Haven, Valley); or can be a group selected by the sponsor 
from the 400+ participating organizations 

 
Benefit to sponsors at $5,000 or more:   

The Foundation informs each eligible organization about the opportunity for matching money, and 
helps them with the messaging to their potential donors.  Most organizations will use social media and 
email to push out the message, “Give today to help us meet our SPONSOR match challenge”, 
providing sponsor brand recognition to vast audiences.  The Community Foundation will:  include the 
sponsor logo in a rotating box on the home page of The Great Give®; send out at least three social 
media blasts that reference the sponsored match; list the match pool on the Prize page of 
thegreatgive.org so there is visibility to all potential donors; and provide a photo opp with the 
benefitting nonprofits. 

 

Prizes  
Benefit to nonprofits:   
Prize money also helps organizations to leverage more donor gifts.  Even organizations that don’t win the 
prize still show an increase in the number of donors who help them try to come out in front.    
 
Sponsor-set criteria: 

 Prizes can be done in a limited time (most gifts during a particular hour; gift closest to a particular 
time) or over the course of the 36-hour event (most money/donors/new donors/NextGen).  

 Organizations eligible to compete for the prize can be defined by: 
o issue area (e.g. arts, basic needs, education, health, youth, seniors)  
o geography (e.g. Newhallville, Branford, Hamden/North Haven, Valley) 
o or can be a group selected by the sponsor from the participating organizations 

 
Levels and benefits to sponsor:   

 The Foundation informs each eligible organization about the opportunity for the prize, and helps 
them with the messaging to their potential donors.   

 Most organizations will use social media and email to push out the message, “Help us win the 
SPONSOR prize”, again providing significant sponsor brand recognition.   

 Prizes of $500-$999 will be listed on the Prize page of thegreatgive.org and will be pushed out via 
social media by The Community Foundation at least once. 

 Prizes of $1,000-$5,000 will include: the sponsor logo in a rotating box on the home page of The 
Great Give®; mention in at least three social media blasts; listing of the prize on the Prize page of 
thegreatgive.org so there is visibility to all potential donors; and a photo opp with the winning 
nonprofit. 

 
For details on participating organizations, go to www.givegreater.org.  More organizations will join as we 
move closer to the giving event.  
 

For more information on sponsoring a match or prize, please contact: 
 
Jackie Downing,  
Director of Grantmaking and Nonprofit Effectiveness  
The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven  
203-777-7072 
jdowning@cfgnh.org 

 

http://www.givegreater.org/
mailto:jdowning@cfgnh.org

