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Your attitude toward authority will either move you forward or hold you back.

From Goliath to the Cave: 1 Samuel 18-24

⁷This was their song: “Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thousands!” ⁸This made Saul very angry. “What’s this?” 
he said. “They credit David with ten thousands and me with only thousands. Next they’ll be making him their king!” ⁹So from 
that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David.
1 Samuel 18:7-9 NLT

2So Saul chose 3,000 elite troops from all Israel and went to search for David and his men near the rocks of the wild goats. 3At 
the place where the road passes some sheepfolds, Saul went into a cave to relieve himself. But as it happened, David and his 
men were hiding farther back in that very cave! ⁴“Now’s your opportunity!” David’s men whispered to him. “Today the LORD 
is telling you, ‘I will certainly put your enemy into your power, to do with as you wish.’” So David crept forward and cut off a 
piece of the hem of Saul’s robe. ⁵But then David’s conscience began bothering him because he had cut Saul’s robe.
1 Samuel 24:2-5 NLT

Can what is rightfully mine be wrongfully gained?

⁶He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this to my lord the king. I shouldn’t attack the LORD’s anointed one, 
for the LORD himself has chosen him.” ⁷So David restrained his men and did not let them kill Saul. After Saul had left the 
cave and gone on his way, ⁸David came out and shouted after him, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked around, David 
bowed low before him. ⁹Then he shouted to Saul, “Why do you listen to the people who say I am trying to harm you? 1⁰This 
very day you can see with your own eyes it isn’t true. For the LORD placed you at my mercy back there in the cave. Some of 
my men told me to kill you, but I spared you. For I said, ‘I will never harm the king—he is the LORD’s anointed one.’ 11Look, 
my father, at what I have in my hand. It is a piece of the hem of your robe! I cut it off, but I didn’t kill you. This proves that 
I am not trying to harm you and that I have not sinned against you, even though you have been hunting for me to kill me. 
12“May the LORD judge between us.”
1 Samuel 24:6-12a NLT

I will always be tempted to take when I need to trust.

The Story of Absalom - 2 Samuel 13-18

2⁵Now Absalom was praised as the most handsome man in all Israel. He was flawless from head to foot. 2⁶He cut his hair only 
once a year, and then only because it was so heavy. When he weighed it out, it came to five pounds! 2⁷He had three sons and 
one daughter. His daughter’s name was Tamar, and she was very beautiful. 2⁸Absalom lived in Jerusalem for two years, but he 
never got to see the king.
2 Samuel 14:25-28 NLT

12Soon many others also joined Absalom, and the conspiracy gained momentum. 13A messenger soon arrived in Jerusalem 
to tell David, “All Israel has joined Absalom in a conspiracy against you!” 1⁴“Then we must flee at once, or it will be too late!” 
David urged his men. “Hurry! If we get out of the city before Absalom arrives, both we and the city of Jerusalem will be spared 
from disaster.”
2 Samuel 15:12c-14 NLT

⁹During the battle, Absalom happened to come upon some of David’s men. He tried to escape on his mule, but as he rode beneath 
the thick branches of a great tree, his hair got caught in the tree. His mule kept going and left him dangling in the air. 1⁰One of 
David’s men saw what had happened and told Joab, “I saw Absalom dangling from a great tree.”… 1⁴“Enough of this nonsense,” 
Joab said. Then he took three daggers and plunged them into Absalom’s heart as he dangled, still alive, in the great tree.
2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14 NLT

Is your response to authority guided by respect or resentment?


