
IS THERE REALLY A HELL?
PASTOR MATT RODEN • AUGUST 19-20, 2017

But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
1 JOHN 4:8 NLT

God’s love is infinite and is always available.

THE QUESTION: IF GOD IS LOVING, HOW CAN HELL EXIST?
7And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come 
with his mighty angels, 8in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the Good 
News of our Lord Jesus. 9They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power. 
10When he comes on that day, he will receive glory from his holy people - praise from all who believe. And this includes you, for you 
believed what we told you about him.
2 THESSALONIANS 1:7-10 NLT

The existence of Hell is directly connected to the existence of choice.

15The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. 16But the LORD God warned him, “You may freely 
eat the fruit of every tree in the garden - 17except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”
GENESIS 2:15-17 NLT

Real love only exists if I have the choice to love you or not.

Hell is the natural result of the freedom to choose.

Hell was not an option God intended for us. Hell was an option that we demanded.

He is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.
2 PETER 3:9B NLT

God wants everyone to be saved and to know the whole truth.
1 TIMOTHY 2:4A CEV

For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.
JOHN 3:16 NLT
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