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Our culture has ignored God’s road signs for healthy 
thriving relationships. God has put certain road signs in 
place for our protection.

In 1960, 439,000 people were living together. By 2004, 
6.4 million people were living together. Mainstream 
culture has accepted this as normal, but is it really a 
good idea to live together before marriage?

THE US ATTORNEY’S BUREAU OF LEGAL 
SERVICES STATISTICS:
• Of those who live together, only 40% actually marry.
• Their divorce rate is 62% within 10 years of marriage.
• For those who don’t live together before marrying, the 

divorce rate drops to 33%.

So you are nearly twice as likely to get divorced if 
you live together before marriage.

WHAT IS GOD’S CHALLENGE TO 
CHRISTIANS?
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by changing the 
way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
Romans 12:2 NLT

The problem with living together is it teaches us 
conditional love. I’ll stay with you if I feel loved…if 
you satisfy me…if you make me happy…if you don’t 
get on my nerves…if you make enough money.

WHAT IS GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE?
God’s design for marriage: Lifelong commitment of 
unconditional love toward an imperfect person – this 
mirrors God’s unconditional love for us.

Honor marriage, and guard the sacredness of sexual 
intimacy between wife and husband. God draws a firm 
line against casual and illicit sex.
Hebrews 13:4 The Message

3God’s will is for you to be holy, so stay away from all 
sexual sin. 4Then each of you will control his own body 
and live in holiness and honor—5not in lustful passion 
like the pagans who do not know God and his ways…
8Therefore, anyone who refuses to live by these rules is 
not disobeying human teaching but is rejecting God, who 
gives his Holy Spirit to you.
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, 8 NLT

This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and 
is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.
Genesis 2:24 NLT

4“Haven’t you read the Scriptures?” Jesus replied. “They 
record that from the beginning ‘God made them male 
and female.’” 5And he said, “‘This explains why a man 
leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, 
and the two are united into one.’ 6Since they are no 
longer two but one, let no one split apart what God has 
joined together.” 7“Then why did Moses say in the law 
that a man could give his wife a written notice of divorce 
and send her away?” they asked. 8Jesus replied, “Moses 
permitted divorce only as a concession to your hard 
hearts, but it was not what God had originally intended.
Matthew 19:4-8 NLT

5Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; 6in all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV

How do we respond?

What are the options?

It is not a question of God’s love for you, but is this 
God’s best for you?
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