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1Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you 
have taken your stand. 2By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 NIV

1. WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST GOD.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.
Isaiah 53:6 NIV

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Romans 3:23 NIV

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.
Romans 3:23 NLT

2. WHY DID CHRIST HAVE TO DIE FOR MY SINS?
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23 NIV

• WE CAN’T SAVE OURSELVES.

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.
Romans 5:6 NLT

• JESUS IS THE PERFECT SACRIFICE, THE ONLY ONE WHO QUALIFIES.

…4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, 
and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles…
1 Corinthians 15:4-7 NIV

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.
Acts 4:12 NIV

3. JESUS DIED IN OUR PLACE.
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8 NIV

• HE PAID OUR DEBT.

For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through 
Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT

4. GOD’S OFFER OF SALVATION IS A FREE GIFT.
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9not by 
works, so that no one can boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV

PRAYER
“I have sinned against God. I have gone my own way. I 
recognize I cannot save myself. I believe Jesus Christ can 
save me because he is God’s only son and his death paid 
for my sins. Today, I commit my life to Jesus Christ.”

RESOURCES 
• The Case for Christ - Lee Strobel
• Who Is This Man? - John Ortberg
• More Than a Carpenter - Josh McDowell
• RightNow Media - GFConline.com/resources

#TheBasics


