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8These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made 
ideas as commands from God.
Matthew 15:8-9 NLT

1. The sin test
4After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin. 5And have you forgotten the encouraging words 
God spoke to you as his children? He said, “My child, don’t make light of the LORD’s discipline, and don’t give up when he 
corrects you. 6For the LORD disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.”
Hebrews 12:4-6 NLT

1So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2And because you belong to him, the power of 
the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death.
Romans 8:1-2 NLT

And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment.
John 16:8 NLT

2. The fruit test
19So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20Yes, just as you can identify 
a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.
Matthew 7:19-20 NLT

14What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of 
faith save anyone?...18Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can 
you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.” 19You say you have 
faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror…26Just 
as the body is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works.
James 2:14, 18-19, 26 NLT

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 
2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT

20But that isn’t what you learned about Christ. 21Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that 
comes from him, 22throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 
23Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24Put on your new nature, created to be like God - truly 
righteous and holy.
Ephesians 4:20-24 NLT

3. The sheep test
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
John 10:27 NLT

3And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. 4If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t 
obey God’s commandments, that person is a liar and is not living in the truth.
1 John 2:3-4 NLT

3For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own 
desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4They will reject the truth 
and chase after myths.
2 Timothy 4:3-4 NLT


