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1. We must intentionally  and courageously face our obstacles no matter what others may think.
7Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 8He was alone at the 
time because his disciples had gone into the village to buy some food.
John 4:7-8 NLT

“But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket.”
John 4:11a NLT

Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve 
to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you talking to her?”
John 4:27 NLT

2. When obstacles arise, focus on the gift.
9The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, 
and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?” 10Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for 
you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”
John 4:9-10 NLT

3. Jesus is greater than any obstacle in our culture and traditions.
And besides, do you think you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer better 
water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?”
John 4:12 NLT

28The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, 29“Come and see a man who 
told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah?” 30So the people came streaming from the village to 
see him.
John 4:28-30 NLT

4. Building bridges makes the gospel accessible to everyone.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28 NASB

5. Jesus is the great equalizer!
An active sacrificial love bridged the gap between us and God; that same active love displayed in us and through us is 
the catalyst for building bridges.

For further study
• 1 John 4:19-20
• John 13:35
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