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Why are you afraid?

#WhyAreYouAfraid

1. Change happens whether you accept it or not.
1For everything there is a season, a time for every activity 
under heaven. 2A time to be born and a time to die. A time 
to plant and a time to harvest. 3A time to kill and a time to 
heal. A time to tear down and a time to build up. 4A time 
to cry and a time to laugh. A time to grieve and a time 
to dance. 5A time to scatter stones and a time to gather 
stones. A time to embrace and a time to turn away. 6A time 
to search and a time to quit searching. A time to keep and 
a time to throw away. 7A time to tear and a time to mend. 
A time to be quiet and a time to speak.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-7 NLT

He controls the course of world events; he removes kings 
and sets up other kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and 
knowledge to the scholars.
Daniel 2:21 NLT

It is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts 
another.
Psalm 75:7 NIV

But the LORD’s plans stand firm forever; his intentions can 
never be shaken.
Psalm 33:11 NLT

10“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you 
realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 
11Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it 
were not given to you from above.”
John 19:10-11a NIV

2. Fear of change will rob you of God’s 
opportunities and blessings.
1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, 
your people and your father’s household to the land I will 
show you. 2I will make you into a great nation, and I will 
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing.”
Genesis 12:1-2 NIV

Gideon went from farmer to general.
David went from shepherd to giant killer.
Rahab went from prostitute to lineage of Jesus.
Mary went from peasant girl to mother of Jesus.

• God’s call to change

1The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2He makes 
me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet 
waters, 3he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the 
right paths for his name’s sake. 4Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 23:1-4 NIV

• Change is a required part of God’s strategy.

3. God doesn’t change. (His character, His truth, 
His ways)
Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to 
us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the 
heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.
James 1:17 NLT

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
Hebrews 13:8 NLT

All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.
Psalm 119:160 NIV

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never 
pass away.
Luke 21:33 NIV

4. God’s promise to us through change:
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, who will never leave you… 26But when the Father 
sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy 
Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of 
everything I have told you. 27I am leaving you with a gift—
peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the 
world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.
John 14:16, 26-27 NLT

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.
Romans 8:28 NIV

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:38 NIV

22Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
for his compassions never fail. 23They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23 NIV


