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REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE 1934-1936 

> 

In many ways the work of the Admissions office can best be told 

through comparative studies. The ultimate test of the work is to be found 

in the number and calibre of the students admitted. There is no question 

but that the depression effected the number of those applying for admission 

and therefore the number and ability of those actually admitted. The 

Secretary believes that the two charts indicate that the bottom of the 

curve has been reached, and that we are justified in expecting further gains 

with each succeeding year • 
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Freshmen on Academic Probation at Six Weeks 

Class 

1936 27 out of 148 18% 
1937 25 out of 122 2o½% 
1938 30 out of 127 23-r 
1939 35 out of 146 240 
l.940 27 out of 155 17t'fo 

Because of the smaller number of students applying for admission, 

it was necessary, in order to keep the enrollment up anywhere near to where 

it should be, to admit a number of students whose records left some question 

as to their ability to carry college work successfully. In each case the 

family was notified of the risk involved, and the final decision as to the 

admission of the student es left to the parent. 0£ the students warned on 

admission in 1935, only two actually £ailed in the work of the year, and the 

record below was secured for the group as a whole. 
- ) 

Freshmen warned at Entrance 
1935-1936 

Total number admitted with warning 20 

Number on Academic Probation 
Six Weeks 10 
Six Weeks and Midyears 7 
Midyears 9 
Fina.ls -1. 12 

Never on Academic Probation 8 

Number promoted to sophomore class 
Number meeting continuance requirement 
Number failing 

10 
8 
2 

A further result of the decline in registration is to be found in 

the increased percentage of Jewish students on the campus during these years. 

A small college is not able to absorb this group as well as a large city col 

lege, and the number on the campus and applying for admission during the 

year 1935-1936, called forth considerable comment particularly from the 



alumnae. For this reason it seemed wise to the Secretary to recommend to the 

Board of Admission in July 1936 that only twelve r1newu Hebeews be admitted 

although there were sixty on the roll, and one of the largest classes in the 

history of the college was graduating. 

Hebrew Statistics 

Entering Hebrews 
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Total Enrolled % of Students 

19a1-1na 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 
1930-1931 
1931-1932 

1932-1933 
1933-1934 
1934-1935 
1935-1936 
1936-1937 

7 
9 

14 
12 
9 

14 and 1 adv. st. 
12 
14 and 1 adv. st. 
14 
12 

27 6'/o 
27 6% 
27 5.96'/o 

34 7.21,, 
37 7.8'/o 
40 8.9% 
43 9-5% 
36 8% 

The college has found from experience that the Jewish students from New York 

city are less likely to adjust to life at Wheaton than any other particular 
') 

group of students, and therefore are not likely candidates. Such students 

from the middle west usually prove valuable members of the college community. 

On the other hand, we have a limited number of applicants from these western 

cities and we cannot afford to have t,oo large a percentage of Jewish students 

from those sections. Mrs. Lewis of the Woman's College Information warned 

, particularly against allowing Wheaton to become known in Chicago as a 

haven for Jewish students. The best representatives of the race themselves 

wish to have the number limited. It is a very real problem to deal with for 

there are many more individuals acceptable a.cademically and socially than it 

is wise to admit, and because they are barred from so many places they are 

likely to bring every kind of pressure possible to bear on the administra 

tion--including having letters written from the White House in Washington! 

The college has been generous to entering students in a financial 

way. It seemed best, however, to cut down rather drastically in eonnection 
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with students entering college in 1936. The table below indicates all the 

various types of aid offered to any entering students. The college is no 

longer offering loans to entering students, and the number of regular com 

petitive scholarships granted in 1936 dropped to five from fourteen in 1935, 

and seventeen :in. 1934. With an increase in the yearly charges, the college 

would have to be prepared to offer more in the way of scholarhip aid and self 

help work, but probably should not return to a policy of offering loans to 

entering students. 

Scholarships and Loans 
(entering students only) 

li34 1935 1936 Type;. 8:Cholar. 1934 1935 1936 
(No. studen s) Sch. Loan Sch. Loan Sch. 

17 14 5 Reg. Oompet. 2000.00 1400.00 2400.00 450.00 800.00 

2 0 2 Adv. Stand. 200.00 300.00 ------- ------ 250.00 

l* 2* 2* Foreign St. 930.00 ------- 1780.00 ------ 1775.00 

0 0 0 Western Aw. 
______ .,,,, ------- ------- ------ 1.1ooi;oo 

0 2 0 Centennial -----~- ------- 1000.00 ------ ------- 
l 0 0 Taunton 162.50 ------- ------- ------- ------- 
1 0 0 :Mansfield 162.50 ------- ------- ------ ------- 
0 0 1 Attleboro ------- ------- ------- ------ 162.50 

1 2 2 Norton 162.50 ------- 32.5.00 ------ 325.00 

0 4** l Professors etc. ------- ------- 1300.00 ------ 325.00 

8**il 2**,:. 3**➔ Room 640.00 ------- 40.00 ------ 190.00 

0 l 0 Music ------- ------- 22.00 ------ ------- 
4257.50 1700.00 6937.00 450.00 3927 .50 

5957.50 7387.00 3927 .50 

* Room scholarship for the German student in addition to the $850 scholarship 
~ Includes Madeline Ross, daughter of Mr. Ross, the carpenter: also Muriel Voter 

through special arrangement with Middlebury College 
~* Doew not include room scholarship for the German student. 

This list includes all sums originally granted by the Board. of Admission--some 
sums were added or subtracted during the year but were not large enough to 
effect the above to any noticeable extent. 
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It was interesting to note this year an increase in the percentage 

of students entering Wheaton from Public schools. 

Students Entering Wheaton from Public and Private Schools 

.1933 1934 1935 1936 
No. 0 No. ~ No. 0 No, 0 

I I I I 
Public Schools 71 : 58.67 75 : 59.0 90 :61.71 111 :11.61 

I I I I I I I I 
Private Schools I ---2 I 

~ :38.35 44l28.51 ..21 I 42.09 I 40.9 
122 i 127 I 146 I 155: I I 

I I I I I I 

Private schools are reporting increased enrollments but the group entering 

college.this fall probably represents the group that was taken out of private 

schools during the depression and rather naturally completed their courses 

in the public schools rather than change for the last year or two .of prepara 

tion. 

Methods of Admission 

Class Plans Total~ 
I II III IV PEA 

1936 8.8 35.8 54.7 

1937 12.3 30.3 56.6 

1938 8.6 30.8 48.8 11.8 

1939 6.8 28.1 36.3 28.8 

1940 ~11),._j 19 .. 3 :-VO.., ,?S-l .4.5 

Since 1934 them have been two major changes in the methods of ad- 

mission to Wheaton. In 1934 we admitted the first Plan IV candidates--students 
each of 

who, during/the last two years of their course in approved schools, ranked in 

the highest seventh of classes of at least seven students. If such students 

have the unqualified recominendation of their principals, theyare permitted to 

apply for admission on the basis of their school records and the scores earned 

in the Scholastic Aptitude Test of the College Entrance Examination Board. No 

subject examinations are required. In general the plan seems successful when 

one considers their ranking in the freshman class at the various marking 
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periods. They do not always rank well at the Six Weeks or Midyear periods 

for they are apt to have had little experience with long examinations -- or 

none at all for that matter. In addition, those from small high schools 

usually take longer to adjust to college life. 

Plan IV 

Rank in Class 

First Quarter 

Second Quarter 

Third Quarter 

Fourth Quarter 

1934-1935 
6 wk Mdv Finl 

1935-1936 
6 wk Mdv Finl 

1936-1937 
6 wk Mdv • Finl 

I 

14 : 16 
I 
I 

11 : 11 
I 
I 

5 I 5 t 
I 

5 : 4 6 
I -----------------+----1 ----1-----1----------,----~---------- 

5 
44 
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6 

2 

l 

4 

5 
4 

3 5 l 

Incomplete 
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1 

_Q 
14 

0 0 

...Q. ...Q. 
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5 
1 l 0 

11 
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10 

I I 
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As a result of a conference at Radcliffe College in April 1932 an 
'' 

eight year experiment was undertaken by the Progressive Education Association. 

Thirty schools were chosen to participate in the experiment by the Associa 

tion--schools which had had acknowledged success in preparing students for 

college, and representing public and private schools, large and small schools, 

coeducational and non-coeducational schools, and schools in different-.sections 

of the country. More than two hundred colleges throughout the country 

agreed in the case of candidates from these schools to free them from any 

specific subject or examination requirements. The first of these candidates 

were ready for college in September 1936. Wheaton does require all such 

students to take the College Board Scholastic Aptitude Test, and urges them 

to take the English examinations. It is yet too early to draw any conclu 

sions as to the adaquacy of the training of the seven students entering 

Vfueaton this year from the Dalton School and Hoaac e Mann School of New York 

city; Germantown Friends School of Philadelphia, the Radnor High School of 
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Wayne, and the Cheltenham High School in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania; and the 

Shaker Heights High School, Shaker Heights, Ohio. One can, .however, note 

their p~aces in a list of freshmen ranked according to the scores earned in 

the Scholastic Aptitude Test and in a list ranked according to th~ averages 

earned at the Six Weeks marking period. 

Scholastic Aptitude Test Six WHks average 

First Quarter of Class l 0 

Second Quarter of Class 2 2 

Third ~uarter of Class 3 4 

Fourth ~uarter of Class ..l (. ..l 
'l 7 

A more telling comparison can be made at the end of the year although one 

should be on guard against drawi~g conclusions as to the success of the 

experiment based on the records of so few students, from schools with such 

differing aims and curricula. 
') 

In June 1936 the Scholastic Aptitude Test dropped the mathematical 

section which has been of real value from an admissions point of view. Certain 

students, lacking in speed of reading, and lacking in any linquistic ability 

but with real scientific or mathematical ability, are given little oppor 

tunity now to offer evidence of natural ability along these lines. Con 

sequently there is the P?Ssibility that we may lose some good college material. 

It might be well for the college to seriously consider requiring the new 

Mathematics Alpha Test (or another mathematical a~tainment test) of all 

candidates who are not taking a mathematics or science examination. 

Tha College Entrance Examination Board has been constantly 

reviewing and reorganizing the material used in the examinations, as well as 

the method of presentation and correction of the examinations. The history 

examinations are more comprehensive, and two and three unit examinations 

will soon be offered in this field. Two and three unit examinations are 
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being offered in both the physical and biological scieaces. Three new 

general mathematical attainment tests have been introduced. These will soon 

entirely replace the separate single and half unit examinations in algebra, 

geometry, trigonometry, etc. The most radical change as it effects the 

Admissions office is the new system of marking which will be introduced this 

coming June. The old system of grading from 0-100 is being eliminated, and 

subject examinations will be scored from 200-800 in the same manner as 

that used in scoring the Scholastic Aptitude Test. 

Competition to secure good students is becoming increasingly keen 

between colleges, and students are making rather thorough investigations 

before deciding on one college rather than another. They are usually at 

tracted to one college rather than another because they know a graduate of, 

or a student at that college, or have talked with someone from the college. 

Wheaton has continued its old policies for attracting students and has also 

added new methods, largely through making use of the alumnae. As in the past, 
- ) - 

sub-freshmen have been invited to attend the Riding Meet, Physical Education 

and Dance Demonstrations, and May Day activities. Tea has been served to them 

after the events, and at this time they have been given an opportunity to meet 

the Dean, the Dean of Freshmen, and heads of student organizations, as well as 

t.o discuss admissions requirements. While it takes longer to write personal 

letters of invitation rather than to send out form letters, we feel that the 

response justifies the extra work. Secondly, the Secretary has continued to 

visit schools and to hold office hours in New York. At times she has been 

accompanied by the Dean of Freshmen. If antthing, there should be more rather 

than fewer of such visits, particula~ly among the local schools. On the other 

hand where so many college representatives visit each school, there is no 

point in going to a school unless there has been a contact established before, 

either through undergraduates at Wheaton or through possible candidates who 

have written in from that particular school. Very few desirable candidates 
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have been met through holding general office hours in New York, and it might 

be well to discontinue these trips for a while at least, and to concentrate 

on northern and western New England. 

A wave of ttCollegeChoosing Daysn is sweeping New England, New York, 

and Pennsylvania. In most cases it is impossible for the Secretary to attend 

these meetings--nor is it desirable. Occasionally they are well organized as 

in the case of the Scarborough School in New York last May. The school in 

vited all interested students or families within a radius of about twenty 

five miles-whether from public or private schools- to meet representatives 

from twenty colleges. There were general assemblies as well where students 

were given hints as to the type of question to ask or not ask, and were in 

formed of what the college has a right to expect of its candidates. At some 

of the other11college nights" Wheaton was represented by alumnae. 

In the winter of 1935-1936 the Board of Admission enlisted the aid 

of the alumnae in repruiting new students. A group of alumnae known as 

ncollege Representatives" agreed to allow their names to be printed in the 

catalogue as being willing to talk with prospective students giving them 

information concerning the college and its requirements. These representa 

tives were chosen from strategic points all over the country and abroad, 

and were sent as complete information as possible concerning the technical 

mat t er-s of admission and questions most likely to be asked. Most of the 

representatives are fairly recent graduates and therefore well equipped to 

discuss the social life of the college and to describe its buildings, etc. 

Not only are the representatives of value to the college in recruiting stu 

dents, but it should tend to give the alumnae a greater sense of active 

participation in the life of the present Wheaton. 

The movement to enlist the alumnae in aiding the college has taken 

another:· form in the Alumnae Field Committee headed by Mrs. Granville F. 

Allen (Rosamond Jameson •28). This is a committee of the Alumnae Association 



which is still in the process of formulating plans and policies but giving 

every indication that it will be exceedingly active. 

The daily routine of the office is now moving along fairly smoothly. 

There were times during the past year when it was difficult to handle all of 

the correspondence of the office due to the increased demands on Miss Chamber 

lain's time by the Dean of Freshmen. With the expansion of the work of the 

Dean of Freshmen, Miss Chamberlain has less time for admissions work. Now 

that a typewriter has been secured for the Secretary of the Board of Admission, 

there should be no further difficulty, and the work of the office should be 

completed with a great deal more efficiency. 

It is difficult to foretell the enrollment of the college in advance. 

The accompanying chart will give some idea of what may be expected between 

room choosing time and the opening of the college 

Chart on College Enrollment 

') Places on campus · 

No~ places available for 
freshmen after room 
choosing. 

Upperclass withdrawals 
April to September 

Total rooms to be filled 
in September 

Total resident enrollment 

10 

1933 1934 1935 1936 
---------------------------------------------- 448 447 440 446 
------------------------~--------------------- No,. choosing rooms in April 

seniors 103 94 107 75 
juniors 106 117 94 87 
sophomores -1..ll-. ..19.2. ..1ll llL 

340 320 318 ~ 293 

108 127 122 153 
--------------------------------------------- 

29 37 35 36 

137 164 157 
--------------------------------------------- 428 433 428 
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There is one further matter whieh has nothing to do with admissions 

work but which does distress me conside~ably. That is the fact that the 

college serves raw milk to its students. I do not believe that I am over 

careful or fussy about food, but I would not drink milk at Wheaton. I have 

perhaps more knowledge than some others of what has occurred when milk was 

not pasteurized although handled under supposedly ideal conditions, for my 

father has been connected with the dairy industry for some time. If anything 

such as the Lee epidemic should occur here, the college would be responsible. 

There is an instance in my own family of a cousin who is crippled because of 

trouble which broke out in a model dairy where the greatest care possible 

was excercised--but the milk was not pasteurized. There is no protection 

without pasteurization and pasteurization in no way destroys the value of the 

milk. I believe that one of the vitamins is slightly effected but it is not 

for that vitamin that milk is consumed. It is now true that the certified 
~) 

milk dealers have decreed that certified milk may be pasteurized. Millt 

bought in most city stores must be pastelilrized. Personally I do not have 

sufficient knowledge to go into the matter in any detail, but I feel very 

strongly that this is one place where the college cannot afford to take a 

chance. 
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