
March 20, 1946

Dear Miss Hughes*
I

I have just dictated a letter to Hay McCllnton askihg him to 
have a chat with you about the natter that you have in mind, I would 
suggest that you give him a ring at your convenience and arrange for an 
Interview, I feel very sure that Hay will do anything that he can for 
you, and I haye told him that I would view his kindness as a personal 
favor to me.

The disturbing element here on campus confronted me with a new 
situation a few days ago. They started and carried forward successfully 
a campaign to raise fimds for a scholarship for a colored student—all 
without consulting either the Director of Admission or myself. Whether 
it was decided to place me in an embarrassing position or not, I recognized 
at once that if I repiidiated the project, I would be branded anew as a foe 
of liberalism, and we would have had a nev/ controversy seething on campus. 
To avoid this I announced in chapel ray ap roval of the project and my 
willingness to make a personal contribution. This took the wind out of 
their sails and the student body as a whole was made aware of the fact that 
the scheme waa carried forward without my knowledge.

Every since I have been here, there has, of course, been agita-
tion from time to time to ^mit one or more colored students. We have had 
no candidates applying for the past three or four years, but there un-
doubtedly will be several applying as a result of the campaign bbing car-
ried on. I myself have no objection to having one or two colored students. 
In fact, I think it would be just as well to let them come, providing they 
meet the usml entrance requirements. It would tend to put to^uietus a#* 
of the agitation that arises periodically over this questlon%, It will be 
a great relief to have the present student agitators graduate in June. I 
only wish that a couple of the members of the Faculty were going out with 
them. It would be a boon to Wheaton College!

Let me say agin that my wife and I will be delighted to have you 
come up for a week end after we return from the South, We shall be back 
just after Easter,

With kindest regards,
Sincerely yours.

Miss Harriet E, Hughes 
35 W'est Kin|h Street 
New York, New Yojsk




